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Bureau of Code Inspections and Enforcement Ao /@% K

111 W. Chesapeake, Rm. 111
Towson, MD 21204

Re: Towson Presbyterian Church’s Cemetery at BeeTree Preserve in Parkton
~ Mr. van Dommelen,

I am writing in response to your September 26, 2018 letter to Carol Appleby, a member of
Towson Presbyterian Church (TPC), regarding the church’s cemetery in Parkton. TPC’s
BeeTree Cemetery was established in 1968 when Baltimore County approved the church’s
request for a zoning variance to create a cemetery on a portion of the church’s BeeTree Preserve
property (case # 1968-0175). As part of the request for the zoning variance a master plan was
presented to Baltimore County for development of two plats for burials. Since that time the two
areas have been developed and burials have taken place in both, following all applicable state,
county and church rules and regulations.

Over the past few years there has been some interest among a few members in possibly
expanding the church cemetery by adding a third area for burials. As part of exploring this
possibility a committee at the church looked at various possibilities for this expansion area, as
well as checking into what this might involve in terms of any county or state regulations. Upon
consulting with the Baltimore County Zoning office, we learned that the original variance for a
religious cemetery was granted based on the master plan submitted at the time. The office
suggested that expansion beyond that master plan could require a new request for an additional
zoning variance.

For a number of reasons, the committee and the church decided not to pursue expanding the
church cemetery, and have decided to continue to operate the already existing, permitted church
cemetery by the same applicable state, county and church rules and regulations that we have
been following. ‘

We have worked over the years to build a good working relationship with the church’s neighbors
of both the BeeTree Cemetery and the surrounding BeeTree Preserve (263 acres put in
permanent conservation easement with Baltimore County). However, it appears that during the
church’s internal conversations and explorations, some neighbors somehow received incomplete
or incorrect information regarding church “plans” for BeeTree Cemetery. It seems the result of
that was the complaint received by your office. We have also received a few letters of concern
directly to the church from neighbors which has allowed us to respond to them directly.




. =type of casket/contaiver . .

As such, we disagree with the interpretation of the zoning requirements that you included in your
letter. I believe this interpretation is based on the misinformation provided to your office by the
complainant regarding possibilities that we were exploring but decided not to pursue.

As the committee made their explorations and discussed many different options and issues
related to the church’s cemetery and the burials there, we were advised by several different
county and state entities that the “Conservation Burial Ground” bills (6-15 and 50-15) do not
apply to an existing, permitted religious cemetery, but only to commercial cemeteries.

Further, our committee had confirmed through these same explorations and sources, that there
are no state or Baltimore County regulations regarding specific burial practices in existing,
permitted religious cemeteries, things such as:

- embalming of a body

- use of sealed vaults or unsealed cement liners

- type or placement of markers

- type or placement of plants (except reg. 401.1 regarding screening and setback, but as the
church’s cemetery is located in the middle of the woods, with significant setback from the road
and neighbors this is not an issue for us).

As such, we were advised that decisions regarding specific burial practices were “an internal
management decision” of the church, as owner of the cemetery.

In summary, we believe that the development of TPC’s BeeTree cemetery, and all of our internal
rules and regulation, are all in compliance with applicable state and Baltimore County
regulations, and that the “Conservation Burial Ground” regulations do not apply to us as an
existing, permitted, religious cemetery. All of the cemetery is on acreage included in the 1968
exemption and excluded from the conservation easement.

Do you disagree with this understanding? And if so, can you please explain why?

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

Rev. Robert Cartef, Pastor, Senior
Towson Presbyterian Church

Cc: Mr. Carl Richards, Supervisor
Baltimore County Office of Zoning
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