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Dear Mr. Alderman: 

TIMOTHY M. KOTROCO, Director 
Departmenl of Permits and 
Development Management 

Thank you for your very detailed letter dated November 11, 2008. You have requested 
my interpretation of both, the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations as well as my previous 
zoning decision in case No. 94-135A rendered when I was Deputy Zoning Commissioner. 

In 1993, this office approved the use of this property, by your client, as "any other 
industrial or manufacturing use", as that use is listed and permitted in the MH zone pursuant to 
section 256.3 of the BCZR. At that time, I approved a variance to allow said use to be located 
within 150 feet of a residential zone and O feet from the street abutting a residential zone 
boundary. The use has continued on this property for the past 15 years. 

On May 16, 1995, this office approved the introduction of "white goods" into the 
manufacturing process that was occurring on the property. This approval was given to your client 
by way of a spirit and intent letter written to this office and approved by Mr. John J. Lewis on 
behalf of Mr. Arnold Jablon, then Director. This approval was issued after consultation with me 
in my previous position as Deputy Zoning Commissioner. 

At this time, your client is requesting approval to introduce into the manufacturing 
process, additional scrap metal in the form of stripped automobile bodies. You have described 
the manner by which these materials are processed in your letter dated November 11, 2008. I 
have also gained a better understanding of this scrap metal processing by my site visits to the 
property and through a meeting held in my office between members of my staff, yourself and 
representatives from Recovermat Mid-Atlantic, LLC. 

It is my opinion, based on the aforementioned, that the introduction of additional scrap 
metal in the form of stripped automobile bodies, (as described in your letter) is within the spirit 
and intent of my previous zoning decision and falls within the category of "Any other industrial 
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or manufacturing use", as specified in section 256.3 of the Baltimore County Zoning 
Regulations. 

The introduction of this additional type of scrap material, given its size and bulk, causes 
me to impose additional conditions and restrictions upon this use. I shall require that all 
automobile bodies/hulks shall be processed within 48 hours from the time they arrive on site. 
Any scrap bodies/hulks not so processed within that time frame shall be removed from the 
premises. There shall also be a height limitation on the stockpiling of the scrap bodies/hulks. In 
no event shall the stacking ofthis material exceed 35 feet. 

Fmally, there needs to be additional landscaping and screening on the property, 
particularly in the area of the property where there once existed a row of mature willow trees. 
This area of the property, which is now devoid of natural vegetation, is the northern property line 
of the property and which has its common boundary line with property recently being developed 
into a new industrial park. Given the bulk and size of this new material, simple pine trees will not 
provide an appropriate screen. This applicant will have to provide a substantial landscape screen 
such as tall fencing in conjunction with evergreen trees. Over time, the trees will fill in to 
provide a nice visual barrier. However, at this time I believe it is appropriate to provide both a 
fence and evergreen plantings. Accordingly, the applicant shall meet with Avery Harden of my 
office to work out the details and timing for the installation of this screening. 

In addition to the aforementioned, the applicant shall be required to obtain any and all 
other necessary Federal, State and local permits as are required to perform this function on their 
property. Should you have any question regarding the contents of this letter, please feel free to 
contact my office. 

Timothy M. Kotroco, Director 
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November 11, 2008 

Baltimore County Department of Permits 
and Development Management 

111 \Vest Chesapeake Av enue, Suite 105 
Towson, 1viaryland 21204 . 

RE: Recovern1at Mid-Atlantic, LLC Property 
2202 Halethorpe Farms Road 
Spirit and IntentDetermination 

])ear Mr; Koiroco: 

EWS 1.,,--vr_r..; (l&"9J.. l%C) 
CALV.A.~ A. LEVIN ( l930-Ulo3) 

I represent Recovermat Mid-Atlantic, LLC, ov.Tier and .operator ofthe above-referenced 
property which is presently zoned MH-Th1. Recovennat is 1he continuing legal entity that grew out 
of Percontee, Inc. The purpose of this Jetter is to request an informal determination by your 
Department that the continuing manufacturing-uses, including processing and recycling of materials, 
confonn Vvi.th prior approvals for this property and the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations as now 
adopted. 

ln 1993, wbenyciu were sitting as !be Deputy Zoning Commissioner for Baltimore County , 
you approved a variance to permit a manufacturing use located on this property vrithin 150 feet of 
a residential zone and O feet from the street abutting a residential z.one bot.'!ldary. Your Order, in 
Case No. 94:..135-:.A, -described the proposed use as ,taking construction and demolition debris 
eannarked for landfills and convert them into useable materials "thereby saving landfill spa~ and 
preserving our environment." The issue in that case was whether or not a variance from otherwise 
applicable setback requirements from residential areas .should be granted for a manufacturing use 
on !be subject property. That variance was granted, V.'as not appealed and runs mth the land on 
which.it was granted. 

Severai years l~er, tbe o,iner requested a sirniiar infonnal determination that the stream of 
products to_ be processed and rec;ycled inolude land clearing debris and metal, described as "white 

. goods." A favorabie determination was given, · subject to the condition that white goods and.I or 
debris not be :Stored ori the property for more than five (5) days and that the c-0ndition be reflected 
on all future SWPF Permit Plans. 



Timothy M. Kotroco; Director · 
November 11, 2008 
Page2 

LEVIN & GAL~N 1 P, A. 

Since 1995 construction/demolition and land clearing debris, as well as a ""1de variety of 
metals have been processed at the subject property in accordance v,rith the limited storage condition 
and all applicable permits. Those permits have included a Baltimore County Solid Waste Processing 
Facility Permit, a ~IDE Refuse Disposal Permit, and a MDE State Permit to Operate. MDE was the 
applicable State regulating authority as no automobiles were being processed. 

· All materials ate delivered to the site by trnck or individual automobile. The materials are 
ptocessed by loading thern onto a conveyor belt which leads to · a super heavy duty wet system, 
hammerrnill shredder. After shredding the debris and metals, the ferrous metals are shipped by hick 
to mills that purchased the shredded metal and the shredder residue shipped by truck for daily cover 
at landfills . . Materials that are not processed pursuant to specific MDE permit conditions included 
but were not limited to controlled dangerous substances, infectious ot. special medical wastes, 
radioactive materials and oil contaminated soil. Additionally, MDE did not permit the processing 

. of automobiles as the processing of those materials 1.S governed strictly by the Motor Vehicle 
Administration of the Siate Department of Transportation. 

. With the decreasing availability of co·nstruction/dernolition and land clearing debris, the 
ow11er requested a modification of the existing permits for the processing of only scrap metals 
including automobifos. The :MV A has strict controls in place for acceptance and processing of 
automobiles: Unless an automobile lS more than eight years :old, :the person pi·esenting th~ :, 
automobile must have evidence of title, satisfactory to the owner and the MV A. The automobiles 1 
must he free from gasoline tanks, refrigerant and batteries, etc.; in other words, a scrap automobile \ 
hulk · ·--~'"' 

The MDE Refuse Disposal Permit has been placed on hqld due to the issuance o:fihe Scrap 
Processor permit by the MVA. The MDE State Permit to Operate is being reviewed for compliance 
regarding air quality emissions associated with automobiles being introduced into the feedstock. The 
ov.-11.er) S experience has proved at its .other p~ocessing facilities that associated :·noise and air 
emissions are far less when processing predominantly metal than v.-ith the processing of 
constroction/demolition and land dearing debris. 

The automobile hulks and acceptable rrieials are delivered to the property by individuals and 
corporate vendors, in exactly the same manner as the construction/demolition and land clearing 
debris and white metals; They are then loaded onto the conveyor and processed through the same 
.hammennill shredder, v.>ith the shredder output separated inio ferrous materials and the nonferrous 
materials, The nonferrous materiafs, from shredding predominantly metals and automobiles, v.'ill 

.· be irucked to another facility to extract the valuable nonferrous rnetals from the residue before ta1dng 
it to landfills. At present, th.e ferrous materials are shipped via trucks or rail cars for delivery to steel 
mills. The owneris presently working v.ith CSX Transportation to reactivate the pre-existing rail 
spur to the subject property. If those efforts are successful. railroad cars owned by Recovermat's 
parent ,9ompany ·will be loaded with the ferrous materials for shipment from the property. 

Mr: Kotroco, you have visited the property and viewed, fust·hand, the existing processing 
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operations; other than the processing of autoniobile hulks. The surface of the property, specifically 
all areas of the storageistacking of materials and the processing operations: is impervious, directing 
all water to an on-site collection area which is then used in the processing operation. Subsequently, 
in a meeting in your offices, our client described how the material processing operation would 
continue in the same manner, but including automobile hulks. Automobile hulks will not remain 
on the property for more than 48 hours. If, due to macbme maintenance or repair that processing 
time cannot be maintained, those automobile hulks will be removed to the O'Wner' s other processing 
facility in Capitol Heights, Maryland. · 

It has been suggested by some of our client's competitors that a "jun.'!cyard" is being operated 
on. the property. The • property is hot .used for the storage . or retail sale of scrap, junk or 
unlicensediinoperaiive motor vehicles or parts. There is no dismantling of vehlcles; our client 
receives the hulk of already dismantled vehicles for processing into reusable materials. No retail 
sales are conducted on ihe property, Rather, materials are purchased by our client for use in its 

. processing operations. A~ noted abov~ and descnoed in our recent meeting, that purchasing is done 
selectively and excludes materials such as metal funeral urns, beer kegs, catalyiic converters, etc. 
The scrap materials purchased by our client for use in its processing operations are specifically 
excluded from the BCZR definition of junl-yard. 

\Ve are, therefore, requesting your informal detennination that the long~temi processing 
operations that have been employed on the property since 1994 and the proposed processing of 

. automobile hulks and similar metals as permitted and approved by the State of Maryland conform 
v.rith prior approvals for this property and the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations as now adopted. 

In preparing your response to this . request, should you or your staff need any additional 
information or further clarification of any aspect of the processing operations that have and vnll 
continue to occur on this property, please do not hesitate to contact me . 

.,.,,.,-·· 

HLA/gk 
c: .Recovennat Mld-Atlantic, LLC 
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