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AMENDED FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

This matter comes before the Zoning Cormnissioner pursuant to an Order 

for remand, issued by the County Board of Appeals of Baltimore County 

("Board") on June 17, 1997. On that date, the Board granted a joint 

Petition for Remand, ordering that the case be remanded to the Zoning 

Commissioner for Baltimore County for consideration of a Petition for 

Variance for signage. 

This matter previously came before this Zoning Commissioner pursuant 

to a Petition for Special Hearing. That Petition was filed by the proper-

ty owner, 9500 Deereco Road Partnership Associates, and the Tenant/Lessee, 

Clifton Gunderson, LLC. The Petition for Special Hearing sought relief 

for the subject property located at 9515 Deereco Road in Timonium. Specif-

ically, the Petition sought approval for the installation of one wall 

mounted non-illuminated enterprise sign (Class II) as permitted by the 

Baltimore County Zoning Commissioner's Policy Manual (Section 413). By an 

opinion and Order dated April 7, 1997, the Petition for Special Hearing 

was granted. The opinion fully set forth this Zoning Commissioner's 

findings of fact and analysis of applicable provisions of the BCZR and the 

Policy Manual. As stated in that decision, I was persuaded that the 

proposed sign should be permitted and was appropriate. To the extent that 



same is not inconsistent with the findings herein, my prior opinion is 

hereby adopted and incorporated herein. 

An appeal of the decision and Order was timely filed by the Office of 

Peoples Counsel of Baltimore County. However, as noted above, before the 

appeal was considered on its merits by the Board of Appeals, the matter 

was remanded for further proceedings before this Zoning Commissioner. 

The new Petition for Variance which has been filed which requests 

variance relief from Sections 413.2.A and 413.6.A of the BCZR, to permit 

two stationary building wall signs with 365 sq. ft. of sign area in lieu 

of the permitted 267 sq. ft. The relief requested is more particularly 

shown on Petitioners' Exhibit No. 1, the amended plat to accompany the 

Petition for Variance. 

The matter was reconvened for public hearing at which time Terry 

Hancock, on behalf of Clifton Gunderson, LLC, appeared. As noted in the 

prior opinion, Clifton Gunderson is a firm of certified public accountants 

and a major tenant of the building. Also appearing at the second hearing 

was Linda Shaneor and Bill Russell on behalf of the property owner. Chris 

Brennan from the sign company, and David Martin from G.W. Stephens, Inc. 

were also present. As was the case at the first hearing, the Petitioners 

were represented by Stephen Nolan, Esquire. There were no Protestants or 

other interested persons present. 

As noted in the earlier opinion, the subject property is improved 

with a 10 story high rise building which contains a number of businesses 

and commercial tenants. As noted above, Clifton Gunderson is a major 

tenant in the building. The side of the building, facing I-83, features a 

wall mounted sign identifying the building as the Timonium Corporate 

Center. Clifton Gunderson, LLC desires to erect a second wall mounted 

sign on that building face, including its company name and logo. 
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Section 413.2.A of the BCZR regulates business signage. Specifical­

ly, that section allows a sign to be affixed parallel to a wall of the 

building for so long as same does not exceed in square feet four times the 

length of the wall to which is affixed, and if it adjoins the eve of the 

roof, same shall not extend more than four feet in height above such eve. 

Section 413.6.A states that stationary building signs are permitted on a 

building, provided that the sign does not project more than 12 inches from 

the building; that the sign does not extend above the roof line for the 

building; and that the surface area of the sign affixed to each wall of 

the building, does not exceed, in square feet, 1-1/2 times the length of 

the wall. Variance relief is requested from these sections in that the 

total signage proposed will occupy 365 sq. ft., in excess of the permitted 

267 sq. ft. 

In my judgment, the variance relief should be granted. As stated in 

the earlier opinion, the construction of the two signs depicted on the 

site plan will not be detrimental to the surrounding properties. This is 

a large property which is unique by its configuration, size and location. 

Moreover, the size of the building, itself, is significant. As was ob­

served at the hearing, this is one of the taller buildings in the area and 

the area of wall surface is substantial. The existing Timoniurn Corporate 

Center sign and Clifton Gunderson sign are all appropriate and not out of 

character for the building this size. 

Therefore, for the reasons set forth above, the variance should be 

granted. I expressly find, based on the testimony and evidence presented, 

that the Petitioner has satisfied the criteria set forth in Section 307 of 

the BCZR, as construed by the case law. As noted above, I hold that the 

property, itself, is unique, based on its size, configuration, location, 

and improvements thereon. Moreover, a denial of the variance would surely 
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result in practical difficulty upon the Petitioners, in that, in such 

event, a permissible use (signage) would not be allowed. Also, there will 

be no detrimental impact on surrounding properties. 

Pursuant to the advertisement, posting of the property, and public 

hearing on this Petition held, and for the reasons given above, the relief 

requested should be granted. 

ty 

THEREF0/~!~~
1 

IS ORDERED by the Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore Coun-

this ~ day of July 1997 that a variance from Sections 413.2.A and 

413.6.A of the BCZR, to permit two stationary building wall signs with 365 

sq. ft. of sign area in lieu of the permitted 267 sq. ft., be and is 

hereby GRANTED; subject, however, to the following restriction. 

LES:mmn 

1. The Petitioners are hereby made aware that 
proceeding at this time is at its own risk until 
such time as the 30 day appellate process from 
this Order has expired. If, for whatever reason, 
this Order is reversed, the Petitioners would be 
required to return, and be responsible for 
returning, said property to its original 
condition. 
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~ ENCE~SCHMIDT 

Zoning Commissioner 
for Baltimore County 
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