






As stated previously, many residents from the surrounding community appeared in strong 

opposition to the Petitioners' request for approval of an undersized lot. The cumulative 

testimony of those neighbors in attendance was that the lot in question is simply too narrow to 

accommodate the construction of a single-family residence. These neighbors believe that the 

location of the house on this lot would not be in character and keeping with the spacing of the 

existing homes along Falls Road. Furthermore, they believe that the access to Falls Road is not 

adequate to allow a single-family home to be located on this lot. The Protestants testified that 

this area is very historical and that a newly constructed home on this narrow lot would be out of 

character with the historic preservation efforts being made in this area. 

As stated previously, the issue of whether Ms. Reeves can construct a residence on this lot 

1s governed by Section 304 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations. This section 

specifically deals with the use of undersized, single-family lots. Section 304.1 states as follows: 

"A one-family detached or semi-detached dwelling may be erected on a lot having 
an area or width at the building line less than that required by the area regulations 
contained in these regulations if: 

A. Such lot shall have been duly recorded either by deed or in a validly 
approved subdivision prior to March 30, 1955; 

B. All other requirements of the height and area regulations are complied 
with; and 

C. The owner of the lot does not own sufficient adjoining land to conform 
to the width and area requirements contained in these regulations." 

In determining whether Ms. Reeves can construct a home on this property, I am bound to 

follow the procedure as stated in Section 304 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations. 

Obviously, the lot in question contains an area or width at the building line which is less than 

that which is required by the DR.1 zoning regulations. Therefore, I must first determine if the lot 

in question was duly recorded either by deed or a validly approved subdivision prior to March 

30, 1955. Based on the deeds submitted into evidence, I find that this lot of record has existed 
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