IN RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL HEARING *  BEFORE THE
S/S Old Court Road, 1830’ NE of the ¢/l

Dogwood Road *  ZONING COMMISSIONER
(9711 Old Court Road)

2% Election District * QOF BALTIMORE COUNTY
1% Council District

*

Case No. 02-162-SPH
Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society
Petitioner

* * * £ ES * * * ] * *

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This matter comes before the Zoning Commissioner for consideration of a Petition for
Special Hearing filed by the owner of the subject property, Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society,
by Mehm T. Thaung, Vice President, through their attorney, Michael P. Tanczyn, Esquire. The
Petitioner requests a special hearing to approve an extension of the special exception relief granted
in prior Case No. 00-046-X for a proposed Church or other buildings for religious worship,
pursuant to Section 1A01.2.C.6 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (B.C.Z.R.). The
subject property and requested relief are more particularly described on the two-page site plan
submitted into evidence and marked as Petitioner’s Exhibits 1A and 1B.

Appearing at the requisite public hearing in support of the request were Mehm T.
Thaung, Vice President, and Khin N. Win, Treasurer, for the Myanmar Buddhist Meditation
Society, Douglas Soe Lin, Architect, and Herbert Malmud, the consultant who prepared the site
plan for this property. There were no Protestants or other interested persons present.

Testimony and evidence offered revealed that the subject property is an irregular

shaped parcel located on the south side of Old Court Road, just east of that road’s intersection with

% Dogwood Road in western Baltimore County. The property is presently improved with a single
E family dwelling which is currently occupied by two monks and one nun of the Buddhist religion.
8 The property was the subject of prior Case No. 00-046-X in which the Petitioner came before me
: requesting a special exception to allow a proposed church or other buildings for religious worship

211/

g

0y

ORDER R



G

ER 57

ORD
Date
By

A NVED FOR FILING
/a/é/ L
7o

on the site, pursuant to Section 1A01.2.C.6 of the B.C.Z.R. By Order dated November 18, 1999, 1
granted the special exception relief, subject to certain terms and conditions, including the
requirement that the Petitioner obtain approval from the Department of Environmental Protection
and Resource Management (DEPRM) for the proposed storm water management facility.
Unfortunately, however, due to financial constraints, the Petitioner has not been able to proceed
with its plans. Pursuant to Section 502.3 of the B.C.Z.R., the grant of a special exception use is
only valid for a period of two years from the date of such approval, unless it is vested by actual
construction. In this case, because the two-year period was due to expire, the instant Petition for
Special Hearing was filed, seeking an extension of the approval granted in Case No. 00-406-X.

In addition to the requested extension, the Petitioner also requests approval of an
amendment to the previously approved site plan, a copy of which was submiited into evidence as
Petitioner’s Exhibit 2. Again, due to financial limitations, the proposed construction has been
reduced. As originally approved, the Petitioner proposed an addition to the existing dwelling, the
construction of a second building for use as a prayer room, and the erection of a stupa, or pagoda,
which is a religious shrine/statue to the Buddhist religion. However, the Petitioner has downsized
the proposed freestanding building and the addition to the existing dwelling has been modified.
Moreover, the stupa, or pagoda, will not be constructed at this time.

Based upon the testimony and evidence offered, I am persuaded to grant the requested
relief. It is clear that an extension of the special exception is appropriate. Moreover, the proposed
amendments will result in less construction/less disturbance on the site than originally approved.
However, as a condition of the relief granted, I will require the Petitioner to consult with DEPRM
relative to finalizing its storm water management plan. In this regard, it was indicated that the
Petitioner has had discussions with DEPRM and that a preliminary system of storm water
management has been devised. Apparently, in lieu of a storm water management facility, level
spreaders will be used to disperse storm water. The Petitioner shall finalize the design of this

system in consultation with DEPRM.
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Additionally, the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) submitted a Zoning
Advisory Committee (ZAC) comment in which they required the Pefitioner obtain an access
permit and complete certain improvements to Old Court Road. In this regard, it appears that the
improvements recommended by the SHA might be deemed appropriate for a western church where
traditional services are held with substantial numbers of individuals attending on a regular basis.
However, as noted in the opinion issued in the prior case, members of this particular Buddhist
congregation will arrive to meditate individually and there are but a couple of times a year where
there is any appreciable number of individuals arriving on the site at any one time. The modest
amount of traffic that may be generated by the proposed use does not justify significant road
improvements. However, Mr. Lin did indicate that the Petitioner has agreed to make certain
improvements to the curb cut, including a slight relocation of same to improve sight distance and
access from Old Court Road. Therefore, I will require the Petitioner to consult with
representatives of the SHA in the hope that they can reach a reasonable compromise for road
improvements necessary to accommodate the proposed use.

Pursuant to the advertisement, posting of the property, and public hearing on this
Petition held, and for the reasons set forth herein, the relief requested shall be granted.

REFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Zoning Commissioner for Baltimore County
this &H day of December, 2001 that the Petition for Special Hearing to approve an extension
of the special exception relief granted in prior Case No. 00-046-X for a proposed Church or other
buildings for religious worship, pursuant to Section 1A01.2.C.6 of the Baltimore County Zoning
Regulations (B.C.Z.R.), for an additional two-year period, ot until November 18, 2003, be and is
hereby GRANTED; and,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that an amendment to the previously approved site plan

in Case No. 00-046-X to reflect the proposed modifications, in accordance with Petitioner’s

Exhibit 1, be and is hereby GRANTED, subject to the following restrictions:
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2)

3)

4)

The Petitioners may apply for their building permit and be granted same
upon receipt of this Order; however, Petitioners are hereby made aware
that proceeding at this time is at their own risk until the 30-day appeal
period from the date of this Order has expired. If an appeal is filed and
this Order is reversed, the relief granted herein shall be rescinded.

Prior to the issuance of any permits, the Petitioner shall finalize its storm
water management plan and obtain approval of same from DEPRM.

The Petitioner shall be required to obtain an access permit from the
Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) and consult with that
agency to develop a reasonable plan for road improvements along the
subject property’s frontage on Old Court Road.

When applying for a building permit, the site plan filed must reference
this case and set forth and address the restrictions of this Order.

{ jé;WREN'CE E. SCHMIDT

Zoning Commissioner
for Baltimore County




Suite 405, County Courts Bldg.

Baltimore County 401 Bosley Avenue
Zoning Commissioner Towson, Maryland 21204

410-887-4386

December 12, 2001 Fax: 410-887-3468

Mr. Mehm T. Thaung, Vice President
Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society
9711 Old Court Road

Baltimore, Maryland 21244

RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL HEARING
S/S Old Court Road, 1830” NE of the ¢/l Dogwood Road
(9711 Old Court Road)
2™ Election District — 1¥ Council District
Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society - Petitioner
Case No. 02-162-SPH

Dear Mr. Thaung:

Enclosed please find a copy of the decision rendered in the above-captioned matter.
The Petition for Special Hearing has been granted, in accordance with the attached Order.

In the event any party finds the decision rendered is unfavorable, any party may file an
appeal to the County Board of Appeals within thirty (30) days of the date of this Order. For
further information on filing an appeal, please contact the Department of Permits and Development

Management office at 887-3391.

Very truly yours,

%SCHNHDT

Zoning Commissioner
LES:bjs for Baltimore County

cc:  Mr. Kenneth A. McDonald, Jr., Chief, Engineering Access Permits Division,
Maryland State Highway Administration, P.O. Box 717, Baltimore, Md. 21203-0717
Mr. Herbert Malmud, H. Malmud Associates, Inc.
100 Church Lane, Baltimore, Md. 21208
Mr. Douglas Soe Lin, S¢e Lin Tasse Architects
4340 E.W. Highway, Suite 105, Bethesda, Md. 20814
People’s Counsel; Casg File

Come visit the County's Website at www.co.ba.md.us . ... .
@ Printed wath Soybean Ink

on Recycled Papear



for the property located at __ 9 7li

& Petition for Special Hearing

to the Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County

o7 CT R Zjzwy
which is presently zoned R C-7

This Petition shall be filed with the Department of Permits and Development Management. The undersigned, legal
owner(s) of the property situate in Baltimore County and which is described in the description and plat attached hereto and
made a part hereof, hereby petition for a Special Hearing under Section 500.7 of the Zoning Regulations of Baltimore
County, to determine whether or not the Zoning Commissioner should approve

ChurcH
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Property is to be posted and advertised as prescribed by the zoning regulations.
1, or we, agree to pay expenses of above Special Hearing, advertising, posting, etc. and further agree to and are to be bounded by the
zoning regulations and restrictions of Baltimore County adopted pursuant to the zoning law for Baltimore County.

Contract Purchaser/L essee:
Name - Type or Print
Signature
Address Telephone No.
City State Zip Code
Attorney For Petitioner:
Michae,. D TANCZYN
Namea - Type or Print '
M 0
W Q O
Signature “
O Toj pany
= 4 Do (el RAcimmee A
= L1 S s P mre AvE
i Address Telephone No
o TeuisoN HMD 220y
O G State Zip Cade
i

910 296 583

D
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9!15/95’

>
fag]

ORDER REC

o
a

I/'We do solemnly declare and affirm, under the penalties of
perjury, that twe are the legal owner(s) of the property which
is the subject of this Petition.

Legal Owner(s):

MYaNMAR. SuDPHST  MEDITATION Sed£TY

Reviewed By % [/L

Signature

T. Thaung NP

Name - Type or Print

Signature Yo 56l ~/7FL Am
a7t _ow T D H10. 2% - §%23 .4
Address Telephone No.
Baunioee Mp Z)24Y
City State Zip Code

Representative to be Contacted:

Name
Address Telephone No.
City State Zip Code

OFFICE USE ONLY
ESTIMATED LENGTH OF HEARING

UNAVAILABLE FOR HEARING

Date [’0/902/0/
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H. MALMUD & ASSOCIATES, INC.
1100 CHURCH LANE
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21208

TELEPHONE 410 653-9511

ZONING DESCRIPTION
9711 OLD COURT RoAD
BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF OLD COURT RoOAD, 60 FEET
WIDE SATD POINT BEING' 1830 FEET, MORE OR LESS, NORTHEASTERLY FROM THE -
CENTERLINE OF DOGWOOD ROAD THENCE LEAVING OLD COURT ROAD AND
RUNNING THE THREE (3) FOLLOWING COURSES AND DISTANCES:
- 1. SOUTH 17 DEGREES 16” 37” EAST 762.59 FEET, -
2. NORTH 35 DEGREES 13’ 40” EAST 550.63 FEET AND .
. 3. NORTH 14 DEGREES 08’ 30” WEST 489. 37 FEET TO THE SOU'IH SIDE OF
OLD COURT ROAD, THENCE BINDING THEREON:
4. BYALINE CURVING TO THE LEFT WITH A RADIUS OF 1367. 76 FEET, AN
ARC LENGTH 'OF 469.97 FEET, CHORD BEARING SOUTI—I 65 DEGREES 127 09” WEST
467.66 FEE'I,‘TOTHEPLACE OF BEGM]NG : :

' CONTAIN_ING 6.6 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS.

* THIS DESCRIPTION IS FOR ZONING PURPOSES ONLY AND NOT FOR THE
CONVEYANCE OF TITLE. ' »

HERBERT MALMUD
REGISTERED L AND SURVEYOR
MARYLAND # 7558

OCTOBER 17, 2001

FILE: DES971101L.DCT

y ol A .
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- NOTICE OF ZONING,
. HEARING : . .
The Zoning Commissioner
of Baltimors no%eﬁ%,_
authority 'of the Zoning Act |
ard Regulaflons of Balti-
more- County - will: hold- 4
ublls hearing In Iowdon,
an the, praparty
identiflad horaln ag follows;

Casp: #02-162-8PH -
9711 Old Court Road == - .
/5 Oid Court Road, 18307 NE
centarling of Dogweod Road
2nd Election Distrigt. |
18t Counchmanic Digtrict
Legal Owner(s): Mafim T,,
Tltaung, Myanmar Bucdhist
Maditation Society - .
8peclal Hearing: mr_w@_a
Hearlng to apprava-chuteh,
ot othef bulldings-far rallg-
loug worship-. . r
Hoaring: Tuosday, Novem-
bar 20, 2001.at 2:00:p.m,
(it Room 407, Couny
Counls Buliding, .401 Bog-

|ay. ,>§=._a. .

‘LAWRENGCE E, SCHMIDT -
2aiing Commissloner for
Baltlmore Gounty -,
NOTES: (1) Mearings are
Handleappad Accessible; for
apaclal %Saaa%;gm
Pleage Contact-the Zoning
Commissiopar's _Office , at-
(410) B67-4388. « -~
(2] For information. con-
carning the- Flla. “andfar
Haarlng, Gontast the.Zoning

m%mws Offlca at (410).-8487-
JTi11/628 Nov. 6 - C604644

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

(1 __ﬁ _ 200
THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the annexed advertisement was published
in the following weekly newspaper published in Baltimore County, Md.,,

once in each of _ successive weeks, the first publication appearing

on . 16 200]

X The Jeffersonian

(J Arbutus Times

(J Catonsville Times

{J Towson Times

L) Owings Mills Times
(d NE Booster/Reporter

’

(I North no%:ML m\%g |

LEGAL ADVERTISING
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CASE # 02~ |67, S

CERTIFICATE @ POSTING @

RE: CaseNo.:. OZ-]eZ- S©OH

Petitioner/Developer:

Merra T | mauaoe

Date of Hearing/Closing: {2 Jid ' of

Baltimore County Department of
Permits and Development Management
County Office Building, Room 111 _
111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MD 21204

Attention: Ms. Gwendolyn Stephens
Ladies and Gentlemen:

This letter is to certify under the penaities of perjury that the necessary sign(s) required by law
were posted conspicuously on the property located at

a2y O Goer K

The sign(s) were posted on H ’10 [ !
( Month, Day, Year)

Sincerely,

M% e

7 (Signature of Sign Poster and Date)

facmnizo E. //GFFH Aan/

(Printed Name)

G004 Deriwooo e,
(Address)

/—acesTend, Mp Ziod7
(City, State, Zip Code)

(40 &79-3122.
(Telephone Number)

i

A7t Oro Goprr B+ |

o= ///Z-da_/,a/

LS LERZE el



DEPARTMENT OF PERMITS AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
ZONING REVIEW

ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR ZONING HEARINGS

The_Baltimore County Zoning Requlations (BCZR) require that notice be given to the
general public/neighboring property owners relative to property which is the subject of
an upcoming zoning hearing. For those petitions which require a public hearing, this
notice is accomplished by posting a sign on the property {responsibility of the petitioner)
and placement of a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the County, both at
least fifteen (15) days before the hearing.

Zoning Review will ensure that the legal requirements for advertising are satisfied.
However, the petitioner is responsible for the costs associated with these requirements.
The newspaper will bill the person listed below for the advertising. This advertising is
due upon receipt and should be remitted directly to the newspaper.

OPINIONS MAY NOT BE ISSUED UNTIL ALL ADVERTISING COSTS ARE PAID.

For Newspaper Advertising:
ltem Number or Case Number: __ iy G2~ J68-50/7

Petitioner: _ MYAumae —R0ppmsT MeEDI maTIoN $oci £ty Yo Me.T t1. Bhin
Address or Location: __ 524 _oLp ¢ 2J | ganmes rp 274y

PLEASE FORWARD ADVERTISING BILL TO:
Name: MAN MIn - BubpensT  MEQITATION SocieTy 4 Ha. T M. CERY
Address: 2 oep o 2O

Boinmes mp  zizay

Telephone Number: Hi0—Tz21-1227

Revised 2/20/98 - SCJ

¢ opy 7,'1,5,,\ 7L.‘ tMidaef Grec‘jf



TO: PATUXENT PUBLISHING COMPANY
Tuesday, November 6, 2001 Issue — Jeffersonian

Please forward billing to:
Myanmar — Buddhist Meditation Society
c/fo Mr. T. M. Khin 410-922-2227
9711 Oid Court Road
Baltimore, MD 21244

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and
Regulations of Baltimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the
property identified herein as follows:

CASE NUMBER: 02-162-SPH

9711 Old Court Road

S/S Old Court Road, 1830" NE centerline of Dogwood Road

2" Election District — 1°* Councilmanic District

Legal Owner Mehm T. Thaung, Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society

Special Hearing Special Hearing to approve church or other buildings for religious
worship

HEARING: Tuesday, November 20, 2001 at 2 p.m. in Room 407 County Courts
Building, 401 Bostey Avenue

LAWRENCE E. SCHMIDT
ZONING COMMISSIONER FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY

NOTES: (1) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE; FOR SPECIAL
ACCOMODATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE ZONING COMMISSIONER'S
OFFICE AT 410-887-4386.
(2) FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT
THE ZONING REVIEW OFFICE AT 410-887-3391.



. . Director's Office

County Office Building

Baltimore Coun
D a,I‘[O © E £ Pty . d I11 West Chesapeake Avenue
epartment of rermits an Towson, Maryland 21204

Development Management 410-887-3353
Fax: 410-887-5708

October 29, 2001

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and
Regulations of Baltimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the
property identified herein as follows:

CASE NUMBER: 02-162-SPH

9711 Old Court Road

S/S Old Court Road, 1830’ NE centerline of Dogwood Road

2™ Election District — 15 Councilmanic District

Legal Owner Mehm T. Thaung, Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Scciety

Special Hearing Special Hearing to approve church or other buildings for religious
worship

HEARING: Tuesday November 20, 2001 at 2 p.m. in Room 407 County Courts
Building, 401 Bosley Avenue

3
YEaES B =V
- ”~ }
\._——j
Arnold Jabion
Director

C: Michael P. Tanczyn, Suite 106, 606 Baltimore Avenue Towson 21204
Mehm T, Thaung V.P. Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society, 9711 Old Court Road,
Baltimore 21244

NOTES: (1) THE PETITIONER MUST HAVE THE ZONING NOTICE SIGN POSTED BY AN
APPROVED PQSTER ON THE PROPERTY BY MONDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2001
(2) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE, FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS
PLEASE CALL THE ZONING COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE AT 410-887-4388.
(3) FORINFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT THE
ZONING REVIEW OFFICE AT 410-887-33%1

.. Prmted with Soybean ink
e on Recycled Paper
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Director's Office

\\50125 COO . .

‘%ﬂ @E& Baltimore County County Office Building

3 * ! ) 111 West Chesapeake Avenue
*xx x % | Department of Permits and

%*W Towson, Maryland 21204
TS

Development Management 410-887-3353
Fax: 410-887-5708

November 20, 2001

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and
Regulations of Baitimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the
property identified herein as follows:

CASE NUMBER: 02-162-SPH

9711 Old Court Road

S/S Old Court Road, 1830’ NE centerline of Dogwood Road

2" Election District — 1% Councilmanic District

Legal Owner Mehm T. Thaung, Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society

Special Hearing Special Hearing to approve church or other buildings for religious
worship

HEARING: Tuesday December 11, 2001 at 11:00 a.m. in Room 407 County Courts
Building, 401 Bosley Avenue

Arnold Jablon
Director

C: Michael P. Tanczyn, Suite 106, 606 Baltimore Avenue Towson 21204
Mehm T. Thaung V.P. Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society, 9711 Old Court Road,
Baltimore 21244

NOTES: (1) THE PETITIONER MUST HAVE THE ZONING NOTICE SIGN POSTED BY AN
APPROVED POSTER ON THE PROPERTY BY MONDAY NOVEMBER 26, 2001
(2) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAFPED ACCESSIBLE; FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS
PLEASE CALL THE ZONING COMMISSIONER’'S OFFICE AT 410-887-4386.
{3) FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT THE
ZONING REVIEW QFFICE AT 410-887-3391.

CAY. Printed with Soybean Ink
%8 on Recycled Paper



Director's Office
County Office Building
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Baltimore County

= * : 111 West Chesapeake Avenue
kX & gepaitment Oﬁ’emufs and Towson, Maryland 21204
%E evelopment Management 410-887-3353
gy

Fax: 410-887-5708

November 29, 2001

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and
Regulations of Baltimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the
property identified herein as follows:

CASE NUMBER: 02-162-SPH

9711 Old Court Road

S/S Qld Court Road, 1830’ NE centerine of Dogwood Road

2" Election District — 1% Councilmanic District

Legal Owner Mehm T. Thaung, Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society

Special Hearing Special Hearing to approve church or other buildings for religious
worship

HEARING: Tuesday December 11, 2001 at 11:00 a.m. in Room 407 County Courts
Building, 401 Bosley Avenue

GrL ot

Amold Jablon G Dz
Director

C: Michael P. Tanczyn, Suite 106, 606 Baltimore Avenue Towson 21204
Mehm T. Thaung V.P. Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society, 9711 Old Court Road,
Baltimore 21244

NOTES: (1) THE PETITIONER MUST HAVE THE ZONING NOTICE SIGN POSTED BY AN
APPROVED POSTER ON THE PROPERTY BY MONDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2601
(2) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE; FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS
PLEASE CALL THE ZONING COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE AT 410-887-4386.
(3) FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT THE
ZONING REVIEW OFFICE AT 410-887-3391.

LAY, Printed with Soybean fnk
%@ on Recycled Paper



Development Processing

Baltimore County County Office Building
Department of Permits and 111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Development Management Towson, Maryland 21204

pdmlandacq@co.ba.md.us

December 7, 2001

Michael P Tanczyn
Suite 106

606 Baltimore Avenue
Towson MD 21204

Dear Mr. Tanczyn:
RE: Case Number: 02-162-SPH, 9711 Old Court Road

The above referenced petition was accepted for processing by the Bureau of
Zoning Review, Department of Permits and Development Management (PDM) on
October 22, 2001.

The Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC), which consists of representatives from
several approval agencies, has reviewed the plans that were submitted with your
petition. All comments submitted thus far from the members of the ZAC are attached.
These comments are not infended to indicate the appropriateness of the zoning action
requested, but to ensure that all parties (zoning commissioner, attorney, petitioner, etc.)
are made aware of plans or problems with regard to the proposed improvements that
may have a bearing on this case. All comments will be piaced in the permanent case
file.

If you need further information or have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact the commenting agency.

Very truly yours,

W Cad lnchsncls, Lr

W. Carl Richards, Jr. 6% ¢
Supervisor, Zoning Review

WCR: gdz
Enclosures

¢. Mehm T Thaung VP, Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society, 9711 Oid Court Road,
Baltimore 21244
People’s Counsel

Come visit the County's Website at www.co.ba.md.us

(7-): Ty Prinled with Soybean Ink
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

TO: Arnold Jablon, Director DATE: November 26, 2001
Deparitment of Permits & Development Mgmt.

FROM: obert W. Bowling, Supervisor
Bureau of Development Plans Review
SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting
For November 5, 2001
Item Nos. 121, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127,

128, 129, 130, 131, 133, 134, 135, e
and 163

The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject zoning items, and we
have no comments.

RWB:HIO:jrb

cc: File

ZAC-17-5-2001-NO COMMENT ITEMS-1126200]1



700 East Joppa Road
Towson, Maryland 21286-5500

October 30, 2%6&8814500

Department of Permits and
DevelopmeEnt Management (FoM)

County Office Building, Room 111

Mail Stop #1105

111 West Chesapeake Avenue

Towson, Maryland 21204

ATTENTION: Gwen Stephens
RE: Property Owner: Brenda & John Creighton - 129
Carol Grap — 131

Maria & Seyed Shirazi - 132
Mehm T. Thaung, Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society — 162

Location: DISTRIBUTION MEETING OF October 29, 2001
Item No.: 129, 131, 132, and 162
Dear Ms. Stephens:
Pursuant tTo your request, the referenced property has been
surveyed by this Bureau and the comments below are applicable and

required to be corrected or incorporated into the final plans for
the property.

4. The site shall be made to comply with all applicable parts
of the Baltimore County Fire Prevention Code prior to
occupancy or beginning of operation.

REVIEWER: LIEUTENANT JIM MEZICK, Fire Marshal's Qffice
PHONE 887-4881, MS-1102F

cc: File

Come visit the County's Website at www.co.ba.md.us

@ Printed with Soybean Ink

on Recycled Paper



BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

TO: Amnold Jablon, Director DATE: November 9, 2001
Department of Permits and
Development Management

FROM: Amold F. 'Pat’ Keller, il
Director, Office of Planning

SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Petition(s): Case(s) 02-133 & 02-162
The Office of Planning has reviewed the above referenced case(s) and has no comments

to offer. For further questions or additional information concerming the matters stated herein,
please contact Mark A. Cunningham in the Office of Planning at 410-887-3480.

Prepared by: U\a.g\:(\ C,;.‘,-L\-
¥

Section Chief:

AFK/JL:MAC

WEDEVREVIZACwocomment doc



Parris N. Glendening

Maryland Department of Transportation Govermor
State Highway Administration John D. Porcar

Parker F. Williams
Administrator

Date: October 31, 2001

Mr. Goerge Zahner RE:  Baitimore County
Baltimore County Office of Item No. 162 (BR)
Permits and Development Management MDD 125

County Office Building, Room 109 9711 O1d Court Road
Towson, Maryland 21204 Mile Post 3.17

Dear Mr. Zahner:

This office has reviewed the referenced Item and has no objection to approval of the Special
Hearing.

However we will require the owner to obtain an access permiit through our office and as a
minimum the following roadway improvements will be required:

Deceleration lane 17° wide, 225° in length.

Acceleration lane 17’ wide and 250’ in length.

25" wide curbed entrance,

Highway widening dedication to an ultimate 80’ Right-of Way.
Hydraulic analysis.

e 5 8 &

Please have their representative contact this office regarding the roadway improvements
conditioned to the permit.

Should any additional information be required please contact Larry Gredlein at 410-545-5606 or
by E-mail at (gredlein@sha.state.md.us).

Very truly yours,
) / Yy

-/‘"" Kenneth A. McDonald Jr., Chief
Engineering Access Permmts Division

CC: Robert W. Bowling , P.E.
My teiephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 « Baitimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street » Baltimore, Maryland 21202



RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL HEARING * BEFORE THE

9711 Old Court Road, S/S Old Court Rd,

1830' NE of ¢/1 Dogwood Rd * ZONING COMMISSIONER

2nd Election District, 1st Councilmanic
* FOR

Legal Owner: Myanmar Buddhist Mediation Society

Petitioner(s) * BALTIMORE COUNTY
* Case No. 02-162-SPH
* * * *® * * * * * * #* *® * *
ENTRY OF APPEARANCE

Please enter the appearance of the People’s Counsel in the above-captioned matter. Notice should be
sent of anry hearing dates or other proceedings in this matier and of the passage of any preliminary or final
Order. All parties should copy People’s Counsel on all correspondence sent/ documentation filed in the

case.

PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN
People’s Counsel for Baltimore County

G aale S, Demle
CAROLE S. DEMILIO
Deputy People's Counsel
Old Courthouse, Room 47
400 Washington Avenue
Towson, MD 21204
(410) 887-2188

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 30™ day of November, 2001 a copy of the foregoing Entry of
Appearance was mailed to Michael P. Tanczyn, Esq., 606 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 106, Towson, MD 21204,

e
PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN

attorney for Petitioner(s).




IN THE MATTER OF:

Myanmar Buddhist Meditation
Society

Petition for Special Hearing
9711 Old Court Road

S/S Old Court Road, 1830' NE
Centerline of Dogwood Road
2" Election District

1* Councilmanic District

Legal Owner: Mehm T. Thaung

Petitioner

* * * * #*

BEFORE THE
ZONING COMMISSIONER
OF BALTIMORE COUNTY

CASE NO. 02-162-SPH

%)
Ch

NOTICE OF STRIKING APPEARANCE

Mr. Commissioner:

Please strike the appearance of the undersigned as attorney for the Petitioner in this matter.

LSRNAY

MICHAEL P. TANCZYN, Esquire
Suite 106, 606 Baltimore Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

{(410) 296-8823

Attorney for the Petitioner

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1 HEREBY CERTIFY a copy of the foregoing Notice of Striking Appearance was mailed

by first class mail, postage prepaid this

ﬁﬁ\ day of November, 2001 to Myanmar Buddhist

Meditation Society, 9711 Old Court Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21244, and to Dr. Mehm T.
Thaung, 1610 Barthel Road, Lutherville, Maryland 21093-1525.

R —

MICHAEL P. TAN: ZQ’N Esquire
Suite 106, 606 Balttmore Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

(410) 296-8823

Attorney for the Petitioner
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Development Processing

Baltimore County County Office Building
Department of Permits and 111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Development Management Towson, Maryland 21204

pdmlandacq@co.ba.md.us

January 17, 2002

Michael J. Walkley, P.E., President
Michael j. Walkley, P.A.

2000 Clipper Park Road, Suite 200
Baltimore, MD 21211

Dear Mr. Walkley:

RE:  Spirit and Intent, Case# 02-162-§SPH and Case # 00-046-X, 9711 Old Court Road, 2" Election District

Your recent ietter to Arnold Jabion, Director, was forwarded to me for reply. Based on the information provided
therein and my review of the available zoning records, the following has been determined:

1. After consultation with the Zoning Commissioner, this office considers the four adjustments outlined
in your letter and red-lined on the approved hearing plan, to be within the "spirit and intent” of the
Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (BCZR), relative to the orders and plans contained in the
above referenced zoning cases.

2. This “spirit and intent" approval is subject to any required change of occupancy permits, interior
alteration permits, or other building permits. Contact the Permit Processing Office at 410-887-3900
in that regard.

3. if a permit is required, you must incorporate a copy of this response letter on all plans submitted for
review.

4. This "spirit and intent” approval applies to the zoning regulations (BCZR) and policies only and does
not apply to regulations enforced by other County and State agencies.

A copy of your letter, this response and the red-lined plan will be recorded and made a permanent part of the
zoning case files.

[ trust that the information set forth in this letter is sufficiently detailed and responsive to the request. If you
need further information or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 410-887-3391.

Sincerely,
f\

= /\-—rﬁ/q Wu jL /7’ ’(«CV(/U'

Jeffrey N. Perfow

Planner li

Zoning Review
JNP

Come visit the County's Website al www.co.ba.md.us
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(3019865300  FAX 586-D500
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Oct. 18, 2001

Department of Permits and Development Management
111 West Chesapeake Avenue

Room 111

Towson MD 21204

Attn.: Mr. Amold Jablon, Director PDM
RE: Request for Early Hearing Date for an Extension to special Exception Case
00-046x

Dear Mr Jablon,

The letter is to formalily ask for the eariiest possible special hearing date by
law to hear a petition for an extension to a special exception case No. 00-046X.

This project is for the Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society. They have
asked us to follow up on the matter of the special exception. When we called fo
inquire about the status we found out that we are right at the thirty day mark. We
have scrambled to get all the information together and submitted. We would like to
ensure that the case be heard before Nov 18, 2001 when the case expires.

Please let us know what you can do and thank you for you help.

Sincerely,

%‘4/&’%}}
Michael D. Greigg, AlA

#/¢ 2
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4340 EASTAVEST HIGHWAY
SUITE I0S
7 BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20814
o wmommon
&£°
9.
e \
Ju
S

November 21, 2001

Atin.: Mr. George Vahner,

Pursuant to our conversation this afternoon concerning the Myanmar Buddhist
Meditation Society’s newspapers posting requirement announcing the hearing date and
time for its Petition for Special Exception it is our understanding that Baltimore County
had placed an ad in the paper as required for the initial hearing date. Now that the date
has been pushed to a later date and time by the County the Society does not need to place
another ad. We have stopped the placement of this second ad under your recommendation
since the first meets the requirements of the county.

Thank you for all your help on this matter.

Michael D. Greigg, AIA
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. MicHAEL J. WALKLEY, P..

Consulling Engineers

2000 Clipper Park Road
Suite 200
Baltimore, Maryland 21211
Structural Engmeering Te{erai;O{f;: ((J‘)ﬂaoa) g{!;!?é‘goo

Foundation Engineering
Canstruction Engrreering
Forensic Engineening
Building Renavalion

January 3, 2002

Mr. Arnold Jablon, Director

Development Permit & Review Management
111 West Chesapeake Avenue

Towson, Maryland 21204

Re: 9711 Old Court Road

Special Exception
Case # (00-046-X & Cdse # (}2—162 SPH

MIW PA #W213

Dear Mr. Jablon;

Bridge Aenovation
Systems Engineening
Harbor Engingening
Cmil Engineenng
Industrial Bulldings

This is to request your determination that our plan meets the spirit and intent of

the Special Exception granted for this property.

) Enclosed please find a copy, 9 ()f the Plat to Accompany a Petition for a Special

Exception Request dated October marked in red with our proposed layout also
enclosed is a copy of our proposed sxte plan, C-1 dated December 6, 2001 and a check for

$40.
Adjustments to the approved plan are fourfold:

I. Road access - shifting driveway entrance to east slightly and widening {or
convenience of simultaneous egress and ingress and to avoid uvtilities.
2. Parking area — rearranging parking layout in order to prescrve certain existing

trees.

3. Building location - final location based on ficld run topography.

4. Pedestrian walkway — added paving

We helieve that our engincered plan meets the spurit and intent of the Special
Exception. Adjustments we have made arc minor in nature done only for [acilitating
cgress and preserving the existing forest and trees. Please call if you have any questions

or require addiiinna}l"i[:ﬁlrmgtinn.

SR T
/' AE - N \1
Soo T '
s v AN
AT -2 L
1 2 T * ﬂi \
_; g Y ;- - A
! : " }
i < .
1o .
L -
. Lo ’ hael J.
AL Co President

b

Enclosures A
CC: SoelLin& Aqeocmtcs

Jmw/MIW
swpnwinfxdocs/AV21 3



. LAW OFFICES .

MICHAEL P. TANCZYN, P.A.
Suite 106 « 606 Baltimore Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204
Phone: (410) 296-8823 « (410)296-8824 < Fax: (410) 296-8827

%2
[

November 19, 2001

The Honorable Lawrence E. Schmidt
Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County
Room 408, County Courts Building

401 Bosley Avenue

Towson, MD 21204

Re: Petition for Special Hearing for 9711 Old Court Road, Case No. 02-162-5PH
Legal Owner: Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society

Dear Mr. Schmidt:

Enclosed herewith please find Notice of Striking Appearance in the above matter. It is my
understanding that the case will be presented by Soe Lin and Associates, per Michael Greigg of that

office.
Very truly yours,

WA -

Michael P. TancZyn, Esquire

MPT/gr
Enclosure

cc: Dr. Mehm T. Thaung
Soe Lin & Associates

Il
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VYLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

PETITIONER(S) SIGN-IN SHEET

NAME
Hereeaer MALMVO
e Mhomvy 44220 Ye.

MEGM. T THAUNG V. P,
MAANMAR BUDIHIST MEDI TATIOA
C7R.

KHIN HN. WNiA
8L NS

TR E HeuRer

D0mql~f Joo Ly
Joc Gl 47T Avadepserr

7> v Prated with Soybean ink
ks tars on Recycled Paper

ADDRESS

\00 cvectt LA

PRt Mg e MQ 212086

ib10 BARTHEL RoAD

LUTHERVILLE  MD. R/045- 1525

1610  gARTHEL RBAD

LUTHERVILLE LMD R/0GZ- 1S5

%3({6 €—W‘.{—\’\‘Sl'\”vo“\r) .

Jabke (or.

bt~ w) T8y




‘N RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION * BEFORE THE

NE/S Oid Court Road, 2,000° E of the ¢/l

Dogwood Road *  ZONING COMMISSIONER
(9711 Ol Court Road)

2°¢ Election District *+ OF BALTIMORE COUNTY
1% Councilmanic District ‘

* Case No. 00-046-X
Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society
Petitioner *

* % ¥ k¥ ¥k * - x * * * *

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This matter comes before the Zoning Commissioner for consideration of a Petition for
Special Exception filed by the owner of the subject property, Myanmar Buddhist Meditation
Society, by Mehm T. Thaung, Vice President, through their attorney, Michael P. Tanczyn, Esquire.

The Petitioner requests a special exception to permit the use of the subject property for a church or

_ other buildings for religious worship, pursuant to Section 1A01.2.C.6 of the Baltimore County

Zoning Regulations (B.C.Z.R.). The. subject property and relief sought are more particularly
described on the site plan submitted which was accepted into evidence and marked as Petitioner’s
Exhibit 1.

Appearing at the requisite public hearing in support of the request were Mehm T.
Thaung, Aung Myint, Tim M. Khin and Khin N. Win, Members of the Myanmar Buddhist
Meditation Sociéfy, owner of .the subject property; Herbert Malmud, Registered Land Surveyor
who prepared the site plan for this property; and, Michael P. Tanczyn, Esquire, attorney for the
Petitioner. Also appearing in support of the request were nearby residents of the area, Rosalyn N.
Roddy, and Mr. & Mrs. James A. Higgs, who reside immediately adjacent to the property. There

were no Protestants.
Testimony and evidence received revealed that the subject property is an irregular
shaped parcel consisting of a gross area of 6.6 acres, zoned R.C.2. The property is located on the

south side of Old Court Road, just east of that road’s intersection with Dogwood Road in western

Baltimore County. As shown on the site plan, the property is presently improved with a one-story



. -
. \
5

dwelling that is currently occupied by two monks and one nun of the Buddhist reﬁgioxi,; Mr.
Malmud explained the proposed use of the property and the Petitioner’s plans for improvements.
These include an addition to the existing dwelling to provide more living space for the monks, the
construction of a second building which will be used as a prayer room, and the erection of a stupa,
or pagoda, which is a religious shrine/statue to the Buddhist religion. -

Mr. Malmud also described the character of the subject property and surrounding
community. Photographs were also submitted which depict the property and its environs. The
photographs show that the property rises in grade from its frontage along Old Court Road to a
plateau towards the rear of the lot. The existing and proposed improvements are located on that
plateau. Immediately to the rear of the lot, the property slopes away and is wooded. Mr. Malmud
described the proposed improvements and indicated that a storm water management plan to
address runoff caused by the proposed improvements has been submitted to the Department of
Environmental Protection and Resource Management for their review and approval. Apparently,
fche proposed storm water management system has been preliminarily accepted by DEPRM.

| It is also to be noted that there are no public utilities to serve the subject property;
however, 2 10,000 sq.ft. septic reserve area is shown on the plan. Additionally, a parking lot for up
to 50 cars will be provided on site. Mr. Malmud concluded that the proposed use of the property
will not be detrimental to the health, safety or general welfare of the surrounding locale.

Also testifying in s{ippofc of the request were Aung Myint and Mehm T. Thaung, both
members of the Executive Council of the Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society. They educated
this Zoning Commissioner as to the customs and ways of the Buddhist religion. Under the
Buddhist religion, individuals of that faith visit the temple for meditation and prayer SErvices.
Unlike a westem church, there are not regularly scheduled services on any given day. Moreover,
in regard to the number of individuals who will be using this site, Messrs. Thaung and Myint
indicated that there would be three occasions during the course of the year when as many as 200
people could be present for fundraising and religious services. These evenis are typically

scheduled for one in the spring, one ‘11 the summer and one in the fall. During other times of the

- et s |
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reside on the property. The significance of the stupa was also discussed. This structure will not be
occupied; rather, it is a shrine or memorial which duplicates the holiest stupa located in Rangoon,
Burma. The stupa will be less than 35 feet in beight.

In addition to the testimony offered by the applicant’s witnesses, testimony was also
received from Ms. Roddy and Mr. Higgs. Both of these neighbors support the project.- They
indicated that the members of the Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society have been very good
peighbors and that the proposed use of the property will not be detrimental to the surrounding
locale. Mr. Higgs, in particular, indicated that the services and activities conducted on the property
were peaceful and quiet and did not cause any disruption to the neighborhood. His only concern
would be that unwarranted landscaping would be required in conmection with the proposed
improvements. In this regard, Mr. Higgs indicated that he and his wife enjoy the open vista which
presently exists and do not want that disturbed.

Based upon the testimony and evidence presented, I am easily persuaded that the
Petition for Special Exception should be granted. In my judgment, the proposed use is entirely
appropriate. This is a relatively large site which can easily accommodate the proposed use.
Moreover, the nature of the use is such that it will not be detrimental to the surrounding locale.
Although easily confused with a western church facility by those unfamiliar with this religion, it is
clear that the proposed use of the property by the Myanmar Buddhist Meditation Society will not
generate the volumes of traffic, noise and detrimental impacts which might normally be associated
with a western church. _

As noted above, there are two buildings proposed for this site; namely, the existing
dwelling and the proposed prayer room. As shown on the site plan, the two buildings will be
located quite close to one another. It was explained at the hearing that the residence of the monks
is considered a holy place and must be separated from the facility used by the general members of
the Buddhist Meditation Society. Moreover, due to the topography of the land and the location of

the septic reserve area, it appears that the proposed distance between the two buildings is

appropriate.



the Buddhist Meditation Society. Moreover, due to the topography of the land and the location of
the septic reserve area, it appears that the proposed distance between the two buildings is
appropriate.

Insofar as the imposition of any restrictions on the granting of the special exception, I
am hesitant to impose same. Clearly, the existing well and septic system should be evaluatéd prior
to the issuance of any building permits to insure that there will be no adverse impacts or health
concerns raised. Moreover, final computations in support of the storm water management plan
should be submitted and approved by DEPRM prior to the issuance of any permits. The other
typical requirements of that agency (regulations for the protection of water quality, streams,
wetlands, floodplains, forest conservation regulations, etc.) should also be satisfied. However,
owing to the unique use proposed for this site, I will not require the submittal of a landscape plan
for review and approval. The buildings here are unique and Mr. Higgs’ request for minimal
disturbance of existing views is appropriate and warranted. As to the architectural design of the
proposed buildings, that is an issue somewhat governed by the nature of the Buddhist faith. It was
indicated that the buildings would be single story in height and the stupa less than 35 feet tall. It
appears that these structures will not be entirely visible to surrounding properties, due to the
topography of the property and the fact that a large portion of the site remains wooded.

Pursuant to the advertisement, posting of the property, and public hearing on this
Petition held, and'for‘the reasons set forth herein, the special exception shall be granted.

REFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Zoning Commissioner for Baltimore County
this _Zﬁ__ day of November, 1999 that the Petition for Special Exception to permit the use of the
subject property for a church or other buildings for religious worship, pursuant to Section
1A01.2.C.6 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (B.C.Z.R.), and in accordance with

Petitioner’s Exhibit 1, be and is hereby GRANTED, subject to the following restrictions:

1) The Petitioners may apply for their building permit and be granted same upon
receipt of this Order; however, Petitioners are hereby made aware that proceeding
at this time is at their own risk until the 30-day appeal period from the date of this
Order has expired. If an appeal is filed and this Order is reversed, the relief

granted herein shall be rescinded.



2) Prior to the issuance of any permits, the Petitioner shall be required to comply
with any recommendations made by the Department of Environmental Protection
and Resource Management (DEPRM) to insure that the existing well and septic
system are sufficient to handle the proposed use of the site. In addition, the
Petitioner shall finalize its plans for a storm water management facility and obtain
approval of same from DEPRM, prior to the issuance of any building permits.

3) When applying for a building permit, the site plan and/or landscaping plan filed
must reference this case and set forth and address the restrictions of this Order.

W}Z@%/Zﬁ/é

"LAWRENCE E. SCHMIDT
Zoning Commissioner
LES:bjs for Baltimore County
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