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IN RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL HEARING 
(No Particular Location) 

* BEFORE THE 

* ZONING COMMISSIONER 

George Kosmakos and * OF BAL TIM ORE COUNTY 
Maryland Towing & Recovery- Petitioners 

* Case No. 03-179-SPH 

* 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

ORDER ON THE MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

WHEREAS, This matter came before the Zoning Commissioner for consideration of a 

Petition for Special Hearing seeking an interpretation of the use regulations to determine whether the 

storage of vehicles is permitted under the B.M.-A.S. zoning and district classifications. The Petition was 

not related to any specific property, but was filed, pursuant to Section 500.6 of the Baltimore County 

Zoning Regulations (B.C.Z.R.), by George Kosmakos and Maryland Towing and Recovery through their 

attorney, Deborah C. Dopkin, Esquire. 

At the public hearing held on November 21, 2002, George Kosmakos, Barrett Browning, a 

representative of Maryland Towing and Recovery, the initiators of the Petition, and their attorney 

Deborah C. Dopkin, Esquire, appeared. Also appearing as interested parties/citizens were Francis Clark, 

Ali Ghobadi, Chuck McLaughlin, Michael Steyer, Barbara Roberts, and Michael Ready. 

Upon due consideration of the testimony and evidence presented, I found that the use of a 

parcel zoned B.M.-A.S. for the temporary storage of motor vehicles brought to the site by tow truck is 

permitted, by right, under the B.C.Z.R. It is a use encompassed within the description of those activities 

specifically identified and allowed under Section 259.2.B of the B.C.Z.R. Thus, by Order dated January 

7, 2003, I granted the Petition for Special Hearing. 

Subsequent to the issuance of said Order, the Baltimore County Office of Law, through 

Edward J. Gilliss and C. Robert Loskot, filed a Motion for Reconsideration, requesting that I reopen the 

hearing. Within its Motion, the Office of Law opined that this Zoning Commissioner failed to consider 

the longstanding interpretation of the regulations by the Zoning Review Division of the Department of 

Permits and Development Management (DPDM) and suggested that I would benefit from hearing 
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testimony from its Supervisor, W. Carl Richards, Jr. It further argued that I failed to consider the 

language and substance of recently enacted Baltimore County Council Bill #104-02, which addresses 

towing operations. It is to be noted that no one appeared at the hearing from DPDM or the Office of 

Law. Moreover, there was no response to the Motion filed by any interested party. Nevertheless, in 

view of the Office of Law's position in this regard, I am persuaded to reopen the hearing for further 

proceedings. The Office of Law will be responsible for subpoenaing any individual(s) deemed 

appropriate by them to appear as a witness on their behalf. 

$ THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Zoning Commissioner for Baltimore County this 

J{D '· day of February 2003 that the Motion for Reconsideration filed in the above-captioned matter be 

and is hereby GRANTED and the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and Order issued January 7, 

2003 STRICKEN; and, 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the hearing in the matter shall be reopened for further 

proceedings, to be held on Wednesday, March 12, 2003 at 9:00 AM in Room 407 of the Circuit Courts 

Building. 

By copy of the foregoing Order, all parties to the case have been notified that the matter is 

being scheduled for another hearing. 

LES:bjs 

zfr;~ . 
LAWRENCE E. SCHMIDT 
Zoning Commissioner 
for Baltimore County 

cc: Deborah C. Dopkin, Esquire, 409 Washington Ave., Suite #1000, Towson, Md. 21204 
Edward J. Gilliss and C. Robert Loskot, Baltimore County Office of Law 
Arnold Jablon, Director, Department of Permits & Development Management 
Mr. George Kosmakos, 14 716 Jarrettsville Pike, Phoenix, Md. 21131 
Mr. Barrett Browning, Maryland Towing/Recovery, 2608 Wendover Rd., Baltimore, Md.21234 
Mr. Francis Clark, 1032 Kenilworth Drive, Towson, Md. 21204 
K. Prevas, Esquire, 231 E. Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Md. 21202 
Mr. Ali Ghobadi, 418 Range Road, Towson, Md. 21204 
Mr. Chuck McLaughlin, 430 Gilmore Road, Joppa, Md. 21085 
Mr. Michael Steyer, 6 Bamborough Court, Baltimore, Md. 21236 
Ms. Barbara Roberts, 2326 Amoss Mill Road, Pylesville, Md. 21132 
Mr. Donald Gerting, 335 Old Trail, Baltimore, Md. 21212 
Mr. Michael Ready, 6516 Loch Hill Road, Baltimore, Md. 21239 
People's Counsel; Case File 
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