IN RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION * BEFORE THE
W/S of North Ruhl Road, 850° +/-

N of Chickentown Road * DEPUTY ZONING COMMISSIONER
6th Election District
3rd Councilmanic District o OF BALTIMORE COUNTY

(21602 N. Ruhl Road)
¥ CASENO. 03-327-X

Janet R. & Marshall E. Peters

Petitioners
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FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This matter comes before this Deputy Zoning Commissioner as a Petition for Special
Exception filed by the legal owners of the subject property, Janet and Marshall Peters. The
Petitioners are requesting a special exception to approve a shooting range (“paintball marker

game™) and playing field. The special exception involves property located at 21602 N. Ruhl

Road, located in the northern area of Baltimore County,

Appearing at the hearing on behalf of the special exception request were Mr. & Mrs.
Peters, ownets of the property, along with two of their sons (William and John), and an adjacent
neighbor, Mr. Richard Twilley. Many others signed in on the Petitioners’ Sign-In Sheet on

behalf and in support of the special exception request. Appearing as interested citizens were Dr.

Richard and Mrs. Gloria McQuaid.

Testimony and evidence indicated that the Petitioners own 7.9991 acres of land, located
on the west side of N. Ruhl Road in the northern section of Baltimore County. The Peters have

Jived on the property for the last 26 years and continue to reside thereon with 4 of their children.

| In total, the Peters have raised 7 children at the subject property.

At issue in the subject case is an activity that takes place on the property on 3 or 4 days

out of each month. The property owners have set aside approximately 2 acres of their property
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occur are shown on Petitioners’ Exhibit No. 1 which was the site plan of the property submitted
into evidence.,

As the testimony demonstrated, John Peters, who is 21 years old, mvites friends and
acquaintances to his parents’ property for the purpose of engaging in this recreational activity.
The field upon which these games occur is shared with the family’s 5 goats, numbers of geese
and chickens. These games occur on weekends during daylight hours. John Peters has
constructed a number of barricades and structures behind which players hide their bodies to
avoid members of the opposite team shooting them with their paintball markers.'

John Peters further testified that no fee is charged to any of his invited guests or other
family members who participate in this actiﬁty. He does not provide any equipment, markers, or
ammunition to anyone who is invited to this property. There are no structures associated with
this activity other than the barricades mentioned previously. Mr. Peters makes his home
available to any invitee who needs to use the bathroom, make a phone call, or get a drink of
water. Nothing is offered for sale on the property. It was also stated that all invitees who come
to the property are able to park their vehicles on site, off of N. Ruhl Road. Parking and tratfic
are not an issue or concern. Mr, John Peters testified that he would like to continue this
recreational activity from his property and in no way considers it to be a commercial enterprise,
offensive or objectionable to any of his surrounding neighbors.

Mr. & Mrs. Peters submitted into evidence a petition signed by the residents of the

surrounding community, as well as the individuals who participate in these activities on the

b property. The most important aspect of the petition demonstrates that the neighbors who live in

and around the Peters’ property have no objection to the manner in which they utilize their
N

@&‘ The equipment that propels the paintballs are known as “markers” and not guns,
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property at this time. Mr. Richard Twilley, an adjacent property owner and a 23 year resident of
this neighborhood, testified that he fully supports the Petets in their use of their property. He
testified that the games which are played on their property have absolutely no adverse impact
upon his quiet enjoyment of his property. Mr. Twilley is an immediate neighbor who would
mostly be impacted by this activity. However, he has asked that the Peters be permitted to
continue to engage in this activity on their property.

Mr. & Mrs. Peters filed the special exception request as a result of a complaint which was
lodged by an old neighbor who has since moved from the neighborhood. A representative from
Code Enforcement suggested that these property owners file the special exception request in
order for this activity to be reviewed by way of a public hearing,

As stated previously, appearing at the hearing in opposition to the special exception
request was Dr. Richard McQuaid and his wife, Gloria McQuaid. The McQuaids are concerned
over a special exception being granted for this activity. They fear that other paintball operations
would seek to locate on similarly zoned lands in the northern arca of Baltimore County. They do
not believe that this activity constitutes a “shooting range” as is stated in the special exception
petition itself. They had no objection to the manner in which this family was recreating on their
property. However, they ask that a precedent not be set by granting this special exception
request,

It should be noted that contained within the zoning file was a letter dated February 25,
2003 issued by Jack Dillon, Executive Director of the Valleys Planning Council. Mr. Dillon,
along with the area planner from the Office of Planning, and a representative of the Othice of

People’s Counsel, discussed and reviewed the special exception application. After carefully



activity taking place on the Peters’ property was nothing more than a “family sporting event”.
They do not believe this activity constitutes a “commercial activity” or a shooting range. They,
therefore, are of the opinion that the formal granting of a special exception is not necessary in
that the activity taking place on this property is purely a family recreational activity which
should be permitted as of right.

I appreciate the time and effort taken by the Valleys Planning Council, the area planner

from the Office of Planning, and the Office of People’s Counsel regarding this matter. I agree
with their position that it is not necessary to grant a formal special exception for this activity.
This activity should be permitted to occur on this property as of right without any formal County
approval. So long as the activities that take place remain within the contines of the manner in
which it takes place on the property as explained at the public hearing, then said activity should
be permitted to continue. I see no distinction in Mr. John Peters contacting several of his friends
to come to this field to throw a football, kick a soccer ball, or play a pick-up game of baseball.
In lieu of these more traditional sports activities, these individuals choose to propel paintball
pellets at one another. These paintball pellets are non-toxic, water soluble and pose no threat
whatsoever to the environment. Accordingly, I see no violation of any County ordinance and no
problem allowing this activity to occur. It is not necessary to grant the special exception request
or to classify this activity as a shooting range or any other activity as defined within the
Baltimore County Zoning Regulations.

Pursuant to the advertising, posting of the property, and public hearing on this petition held,
and for the reasons given above, the relief requested in the special exception shall be denied as

the activity that takes place on the property does not warrant that a formal special exception

M approval is required.
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THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED this /2 y{ay of March, 2003, by this Deputy Zoning

Commissioner, that the Petitioners’ request for special exception requested by Mr. & Mrs. Peters

for the activity occurring on their property, to classify said activity as a shooting range, be and is

hereby DENIED.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that it is not necessary, given the explanation of the

activity that takes place on the property, for the Petitioners to obtain special exception relief {or

this activity. The activity shall be permitted to continue to occur on the subject property as it has

in the past so long as it falls within the following parameters:

I.

The paintball activity taking place on the property must involve at least one member
of the Peters immediate family who actually resides on the subject property.

There shall be no fee or compensation paid to any member of the Peters family by
antyone who participates in the paintball activities occutring on the property.

There shall be no equipment, ammunition or other commodities sold on the
property to any guests or invitees who come to participate In these paintball
activities. All participants shall bring their own equipment with them.

No activities shall be permitted to occur off of the Petitioners’ property. That is, all
games and activities shall occur on the lands owned by Mr. & Mrs. Peters.
Furthermore, no paintball shall be permitted to travel onto neighboring properties or
snterfere with or obstruct the free flow of traffic on N. Ruhi Road, which is a public
right-of-way.

There shall be no lighting associated with the paintball activities.

The use of this property for paintball games shall continue so long as the property 1S
owned by the Peters family. In the event the property changes hands, is sold to a
third party, or leased to any other person, then a new public hearing shall be heid to
entertain the appropriateness of the activities taking place by that new owner or
lessece and whether the conditions or use as stated herein are satisfied.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that any appeal of this decision must be made within thirty

(30) days of the date of this Order.

\//&M/é Yroco

TIMOTHY M. KOTROCO
DEPUTY ZONING COMMISSION
FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY
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‘ Suite 405, County Courts Bldg.
Baltimore County 401 Bosley Avenue

TOWSQII, Maryland 21204
410-887-4386
Fax: 410-887-3468

Zoning Commissioner

March 10, 2003

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall E. Peters
21602 N. Ruhl Road
Freeland, Maryland 21053

RE: Petitton for Special Exception
Case No. 03-327-X
Property: 21602 N. Ruhl Road

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Peters:

Enclosed please find the decision rendered in the above-captioned case.

In the event the decision rendered is unfavorable to any party, please be advised that any

party may file an appeal within thirty (30) days from the date of the Order to the Office of
Permits and Development Management. If vou require additional information concerning filing
an appeal, please feel free to contact our appeals clerk at 410-887-3391.

Very truly yours,

L/éx/o% /é%ﬂw

Timothy M. Kotroco
Deputy Zontng Commissioner

TMK :raj
Enclosure

¢: Dr. & Mrs. Richard W. McQuaid
1501 Harris Mill Road
Parkton, MD 21120

Y e vt Sovhean Come visit the County's Website at www.co.ba.md.us
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ORDER RECEIVED FOR FiLING

Petition for SpeCIarExceptlon

to the Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County

for the property located at R ( 6 OX N (E_-CL - (G-

which is presently zoned _@_

This Petition shall be filed with the Department of Permits and Development Management. The undersigned, legal
situate in Baltimore County and which is described in the description and plat attached hereto and

owner(s) of the property
made a part hereof, hereby petition for a Special Exception under the Zoning Regulations of Baltimore County, to use the

aue @ palt |
herein described property for ﬁ A & A, . Y, A speoTuws Bowee (ﬁ?p‘ LT RaeclL Magucse
& pru{él‘) A N@’:che G e

Piraperty IS t0 be posted and advertised as prescribed by the zoning regulations.
.07 we, agree to pay expenses of above Special Exception, advertising, posting, etc. and further agree to and are to be bounded by the

l
zoning regulations and restrictions of Baitimore County adopted pursuant to the zoning law for Baltimore County.

|/We do solemnly declare and affirm, under the penalties of
perjury, that l/we are the legal owner(s) of the property which

1s the subject of this Pelition.

Name - Type or Print Name- Type or Print , %ﬁﬁw

ture

arshal( £, RArs

Addrass Telephone No. Name - Type or Print (_-,D
H}?E; 2 /2_/; Z 7 g . Q)éfm./
State Zip Code Signature

City n
Attorney For Petitioner: /602 77. "X Ul ﬂ* Ao W3 [J273F
A $S Telephone No.
Proedlsf Nlors]

Contract Purchaser/Lessee: Legal Owner(s):
Toanet £ éfé’ p.S

Sllig nature

. and z/05z
Name - Type or Print City State Zip Code

i Representative to be Contacted:
Signature
< Poer e reas, - TR
ame {o-
RLoR N Ranc Ko =73
Telephone No. Address Telephone No.
_ Treetern  p.  RUICSS.
State Zip Code City State Zip Code

OFFICE USE ONLY

ESTIMATED LENGTH OF HEARING
UNAVAILABLE FOR HEARING
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The Zomng Commissioner
of Baltimore County, by
quthority of the Zoning Act
and Regulations, of Batti-

mutﬁ PElnumy witl Thulcl a ]

nublic hearing If Towson. . [ ’

Maryland on the, property Q =)~D , ZOQE)_

identified herein as foliows. THIS IS TO

case: #03-327% CERI]FY: that the annexed advertisement was published

i the ol
/side of North Ruhl Roa in the following weekl .
850 feet +/- north of Chick- y newspaper published in Balti
v Road [ altimore County, Md.,,
.6th Election District once in .
3rd Councilmanic District each of successive weeks, the first publicatio arin
ﬁgalnﬂlrdger(ﬂ: Janet and 2 hg l n appearing
arshall Peters on
special Exception: 1o per- t *200_:5 .
mit a shooting range (paint
ball game) and playing fisld.

Heating: . Wednesday,
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CERTIFICAT@OF POSTING

RE: Case No.: Q.3 - 3274
Petﬁiomrmwdoﬁ: IARIEL_
M ARSAALL PeTERS
Date of Hearing/Closing: >/ /0.3

Baltimore County Department of
Permits and Development Management

County Office Building, Room 111
111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MD 21204

Attention: Ms. Gwendolyn Stephens
Ladies and Gentlemen:

This letter is to certify under the penalties of perjury that the necessary sign(s) required by law
were posted conspicuously on the propesty located at 2/602 M RdHe 2D

m.mmﬂmh

The sign(s) were posted on 2/ 5503 1.
_ S { Month, Day, Year)

Sincerely,

..r-‘""'r--"

e
/ " S/0:
(Signature of Sign Poster and Date)

SSG ROBERT BLACK
(Printed Name)
1508 Leslie Rd -
(Address)
Dundalk, Maryland 21222
(City, State, Zip Code)
(410) 282-7940
(Telephone Number)




:

Director's Office
Baltimore County County Office Building

: 111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Department of Permits and Towson, Marylaﬁd 21204

Development Management 410-887-3353
Fax: 410-887-5708

January 28, 2003

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and

Regulations of Baltimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the
property identified herein as follows:

CASE NUMBER: 03-327-X

21602 N. Ruhl Road

W/side of North Ruhl Road 850 feet +/- north of Chickentown Road
6" Election District — 3" Councilmanic District

Legal Owner: Janet and Marshall Peters

Special Exception to permit a shooting range (paint ball game) and playing field.

Hearings:  Wednesday, March 5, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 106, County Office
Building, 111 W. Chesapeake Avenue

/’ .-""- ” '-..t \\.;1“ n

/! ;:"'-i-, e ;ﬁw
-

Arnold Jablon
Director

Ad:rih

C: Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Peters, 21602 N. Ruhl Road, Freeland 21053

NOTES: (1) THE PETITIONER MUST HAVE THE ZONING NOTICE SIGN POSTED BY AN
APPROVED POSTER ON THE PROPERTY BY TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2003.
(2) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE, FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS
PLEASE CALL THE ZONING COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE AT 410-887-43886.
(3) FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT THE
ZONING REVIEW OFFICE AT 410-887-3391.

Printed with Soybean Ink
on Raecycled Paper



®

TO: PATUXENT PUBLISHING COMPANY
Tuesday, February 18, 2003 [ssue ~ Jeffersonian

Please forward billing to:
Ms. Janet Peters 410-343-1273
21602 N. Ruh! Road
Freeland, MD 21053

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and
Regulations of Baltimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the
property identified herein as follows:

CASE NUMBER: 03-327-X

21602 N. Ruhl Road

W/side of North Ruhl Road 850 feet +/- north of Chickentown Road
6" Election District — 3'Y Councilmanic District

Legal Owner: Janet and Marshall Peters

Special Exception to permit a shooting range (paint ball game) and playing field.

Hearings: Wednesday, March 5, 2003 at 2.00 p.m. in Room 106, County Office
Butlding, 111 W. Chesapeake Avenue

L{V?f{:’; a,fww-ﬂ ﬁ//——

h&‘a{fﬁﬂ{:ﬂ . o _*;"‘ Jﬂ‘lf

LAWRENCE E. SCHMIDT
ZONING COMMISSIONER FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY

NOTES: (1) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE: FOR SPECIAL
ACCOMODATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE ZONING COMMISSIONER'S
OFFICE AT 410-887-4386.
(2) FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT
THE ZONING REVIEW OFFICE AT 410-887-3391.
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DEPARTMENT OF P!MITS AND DEVELOPMEP\’MANAGEMENT
ZONING REVIEW

ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR ZONING HEARINGS

The_Baltimore County Zoning_Requlations (BCZR) require that notice be given to the
- general public/neighboring property owners relative to oroperty- which is the subject of

an upcoming zoning hearing. For those petitions which require a public hearing, this

~notice is accomplished by posting a sign on the property (responsibility of the petiticner)

- and ‘placement of a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the County, both at
least fifteen {15) days before the nearing.

;Zcming Review will ensure that the legal requirements for advertising are satisfied.
However, the petitioner is responsible for the costs assoclated with these requirements.
The newspaper will bill the person listed below for the advertising. This advertising is
;due upon receipt and sheuld bhe remitted directly to the newspaper.

OPINIONS MAY NOT BE ISSUED UNTIL ALL ADVERTISING COSTS ARE PAID.

© - —

L

e ey, s

i - i el

For Newspaper Advertising:

: e T el
| Y D Y
tem Number or Case Numbcer: = Q(Qméhﬂéij__ __b > =< ( Y 1

iPetitioner: dzﬁﬁﬁf anot M&f&d[&/( p@:‘ems
iAddress or Location: _o2/4602 77, K24/ /@K}L%ﬂfg/@yg‘ m)} x/V33

iF’LEASE FORWARD ACVYERTISING BILL TO:

:Name 1725”6/ /C’i?/é/lg
éﬂxddress: 210N 77 Fud/ fﬁfg

Freeland, MD 053
Teiephone Number vy SY> - J>x 73

Revised 2/20/98 - SCJ
(T -5 AY
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o
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Development Processing

Baltimore County County Office Building
Department of Permits and 111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Development Management Towson, Maryland 21204

pdmlandacqg@co.ba.md.us

February 28, 2003

Janet R. Peters
2160 N. Ruhl Road
Freeland, MD 21053

Dear Ms. Peters:
RE: Case Number; 03-327-X, 21602 N. Ruhl Road

The above referenced petition was accepted for processing by the Bureau of Zoning
Review, Department of Permits and Development Management (PDM) on January 15, 2003.

The Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC), which consists of representatives from several
approval agencies, has reviewed the plans that were submitted with your petition. All comments
submitted thus far from the members of the ZAC are attached. These comments are not
intended to Indicate the appropriateness of the zoning action requested, but to ensure that all
parties {zoning commissioner, attorney, petitioner, etc.) are made aware of plans or problems
with regard to the proposed improvements that may have a bearing on this case. All comments
will be placed in the permanent case file.

If you need further information or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
the commenting agency.

Very truly yours,

W. Carl Richards, Jr.
Supervisor, Zoning Review

WCR:kim

Enclosures

C: People's Counsel

Come visit the County's Website at www.co.ba.md.us

“}: . Printed wih Soybean ink
] on Recycled Paper



2 Baltlmore County 700 East Joppa Road
. Towson, Maryland 21286-5500

410-887-4500

Qvuﬁﬁ

County Office Building, Room 111 January 29, 2002
Mail Stop #1105

111 West Chesapeake Avenue

Towson, Maryland 21204

ATTENTION: Rebecca Hart
Distribution Meeting of: January 28, 2003

227
Ttem No.: 326~329, 331-338

Dear Ms. Hart:

Pursuant to your request, the referenced property has been surveyed Dby
this Bureau and the comments below are applicable and regquired to be
corrected or incorporated into the final plans for the property.

7. Tllhe Fire Marshal's Office has no comments at this time.

REVIEWER: LIEUTENANT JIM MEZICK, Fire Marshal's Office
PHONE 887-4881, MS-1102F

ce: File

Come visit the County's Website at www.co.ba.mid.us

? 9 Printed with Soyhean Ink
¢ on Iiecycled Paper



State Hiolniay
Administration O

MY LAND DEPW LN U o TRANSPORELTION
Robert L. Ebrlich, Jr., Governor - Michael 8. Steele, Lt. Governor + Trent M. Kittleman, Acting Secretary

Date: |+ 28+ 03

Mr. George Zahner RE:  Baltimore County

Baltimore County Office of Item No. 2,27 J R A
Permits and Development Management

County Office Building, Room 109

Towson, Maryland 21204

Dear, Mr. Zahner:

This office has reviewed the referenced item and we have no objection to approval as it does not
access a State roadway and is not affected by any State Highway Administration projects.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Larry Gredlein at 410-545-
5606 or by E-mail at (Igredlein@sha.state.md.us).

Very truly yours,

/4 AL

f~ Kenneth A. McDonald Jr., Chief
Engineering Access Permits Division

My telephone number/toil-free number is
Maryland Relay Serviee for hnpairved Hearing or Speech 1.800.735.2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Adidress: PO, Box 717 ¢« Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Streat - Baltimore, Maryland 21202 ~ Phone 410.545,0300 www.marylandroads.com
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10: Amold iblon RECEIVED

FROM: R. Bruce Seeley 4
e MAR 8 2003

ZONING COMMISSIONER

DATE: March 5, 2003

SUBIJECT: Zoning Item 327
Address 21602 North Ruhl Road

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of January 28, 2003

The Department of Environmental Protection and Resource Management has no
comments on the above-referenced zoning item.

The Department of Environmental Protection and Resource Management requests
an extension for the review of the above-referenced zoning item to determine the
extent to which environmental regulations apply to the site.

X __ The Department of Environmental Protection and Resource Management offers
the following comments on the above-referenced zoning item:

X _ Development of the property must comply with the Regulations for the
Protection of Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands and Floodplains (Sections
14-331 through 14-350 of the Baltimore County Code).

Development of this property must comply with the Forest
Conservation Regulations (Section 14-401 through 14-422 of the
Baltimore County Code).

Development of this property must comply with the Chesapeake Baﬂf
Critical Area Regulations (Sections 26-436 through 26-461, and other
Sections, of the Baltimore County Code).

X  Additional Comments:

These regulations may apply, depending upon what permits are required.

Reviewer: Dave Lykens Date: March 5, 2003

2
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TO: Arnold Jablon
FROM: R. Bruce Seeley ggs m«r’
DATE: March 5, 2003

SUBJECT:  Zoning I[tem 327
Address 21602 N, Ruhl Road

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of March 5, 2003

This plan should be denied. A shooting range should be on a larger piece of
property and the impact of sound on adjacent houses should be condensed. This has the
potential to impact adjacent agricultural uses if not managed to limit the use to an area.
The potential impact of noise on certain livestock should be considered. The county is

protecting the area for agricultural use and if this use is detrimental to agriculture, it
should be denied.

Reviewer: Wally Lippincott Date: March 5, 2003



BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

TO: Arnold Jablon, Director DATE: February 26, 2003
Department of Permits and
Development Management

FROM: Arnold F. Pat' Keller, ITI

Director, Office of Planning R E CE ﬁ VE D

SUBJECT: 21602 N. Ruhl Road FEB 2 7 2003
INFORMATION:

Item Number:  03-327 - REVISED COMMENTS ZONING COM’WSSIONER
Petitioner: Janet R. Peters

Zoning: RC2

Requested Action: Special Exception

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Office of Planning has determined that the subject paintball course is limited to the
recreational use of the petitioner’s family and friends, and that no fees are associated with using
the course. As such, this office does not oppose the petitioner’s request. Notwithstanding, this
office does not consider a commercial recreation facility to be an appropriate use in the RC-2

zone and recommends applying conditions that would prevent the use from evolving into a
commercial activity.

Prepared by: M Qi.w%/x-.a_
Section Chief: %jﬁ;@\/
Ve

AFK/LL:-MAC:




BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

TO: Arnold Jablon, Director DATE: February 5, 2003
Department of Permits and
Development Management

FROM: Arnold F, 'Pat' Keller, III
Director, Office of Planning

SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Petition(s): Case(s) 03-327
The Office of Planning has reviewed the above referenced case(s) and has no comments to offer.
For further questions or additional information concerning the matters stated herein, please

contact Mark A. Cunningham in the Office of Planning at 410-887-3480.
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

INTEROFEFFICE CORRESFPONDENCE

TO: Arnold Jablon, Director DATE: February 24, 2003
Department of Permits &
Development Management

FROM: %’\bRobert W. Bowling, Supervisor

Bureau of Development Plans
Review

SUBJECT:  Zoning Advisory Commitiee Meeting
Ifor February 3, 2003
Item Nos. 298, 326@328, 329,
330, 331, 332, 334, 335, 330, 337,
and 338

The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject-zoning
1fems, and we have no comments.
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LAC-2-3-2003-NO COMMENT ITEMS-02242003



RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION * BEFORE THE
21602 N. Ruhl Road; Wside N Ruhl Rd;

8501t +/- N Chickentown Rd * ZONING COMMISSIONER
6™ Election District
3" Councilmanic District ¥ FOR
Legal Owner(s): Janet R. & Marshall E. Peters
Petitioner(s) * BALTIMORE COUNTY
* 03-327-X
¥ ¥ L ¢ W * ok M & * % 2 S e
ENTRY OF APPEARANCE

Please enter the appearance of People’s Counsel in the above-captioned matter. Notice
should be sent of any hearing dates or other proceedings in this matier and the passage of any

preliminary or final Order. All parties should copy People’s Counsel on all correspondence sent/

documentation filed 1n the case. <
v@%@ MO s rooneema 7
ETER MAX ZIMMERMAN

People’s Counsel for Baltimore County

Canedo S Domdis
CAROLE S. DEMILIO

Deputy People’s Counsel

Old Courthouse, Room 47

400 Washington Avenue

Towson, MD 21204

(410) 887-2188

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
40t
I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this b \ day of January, 2003, a copy of the foregoing
Entry of Appearance was mailed to Janet R, & Marshall E. Peters, 21602 N. Ruhl Road,

Freeland, MD 210353, Petitioner(s).

%‘&m AL 20NV
PETER MAX ZI RMAN
People’s Counsel for Baltimore County
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Petition for Paint Ball Field
Special Exception

Neighbors who reside close to the Peters, who live at 21602 N. Ruhl Road, Freeland, Maryland,
where the Peters have constructed a temporary paint-ball course, do not feel it 1s endangering the
environment or their safety. The structures are made of spools, crates and other wood material
nailed together which can be easily dismantled. The paint in the paint balls are made of
vegetable oil and do not pollute the environment on land or in the water. The course is not used
for commercial purposes and no charge has been made to play on the field. All players bring
their own supplies. At the most, three to four games a month, weather permitting, have been
played on the field by groups of 5 to 20 friends of the Peters. Caution and safety is always used
to prevent harm to people and to the land.

The area where the paint ball field 1s located, is also a pasture where the Peters keep goats, ducks,
and geese. No harm has been made to these animals. The animals have enough space to keep
out of the range of the game. They are not 1n any danger when the games are played.

The closest house to the field 1s out of range of the game. There is a row of about 10 to 15 pine
trees along the yard of the closeshouse.

By signing this note, we do not oppose the Peters playing paint ball in their pasture.

Name Address

‘Df#mq £ [der 4466 &, A //Fa//";er,é%d/

21602 N Bt T %ﬂé,«j’ 1

21653




o5e Mo O - 6983

Petition for Paint Ball Field
Special Exception

Neighbors who reside close to the Peters, who live at 21602 N. Ruhl Road, Freeland, Maryland,
where the Peters have constructed a temporary paint-ball course, do not feel it is endangering the
environment or their safety. The structures are made of spools, crates and other wood material
nailed together which can be easily dismantled. The paint in the paint balls are made of
vegetable o1l and do not pollute the environment on land or in the water. The course is not used
for commercial purposes and no charge has been made to play on the field. All players bring
their own supplies. At the most, three fo four games a month, weather permitting, have been
played on the field by groups of 5 to 20 friends of the Peters. Caution and safety is always used
to prevent harm to people and to the land.

The area where the paint ball field is located, is also a pasture where the Peters keep goats, ducks,
and geese. No harm has been made fo these animals. The animals have enough space to keep
out of the range of the game. They are not in any danger when the games are played.

The closest house to the field 1s out of range of the game. There 1s a row of about 10 to 15 pine
trees along the yard of the closest house.

By signing this note, we do not oppose the Peters playing paint ball in their pasture.

Name Address

M?W 21625 N-Rvhl Rd, 21053
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Petition to Play Paint Ball
Special Exception

The Undersigned have played paint ball at the Peters Farm located at 21602 N. Ruhl Road,
Freeland, Maryland, where the Peters have constructed a temporary paint-ball course. We do not
feel 1t 1s endangering the environment or our safety. The structures are made of spools, crates
and other wood material nailed together which can be easily dismantled. The paint in the paint
balls are made of vegetable oil and do not pollute the environment on land or 1n the water. The
course is not used for commercial purposes and no charge has been made to play on the field.

All players bring their own supplies. At the most, three to four games a month, weather
permitting, have been played on the field by groups of 5 to 20 fiiends of the Peters. Caution and
safety is always used to prevent harm to people and to the land.

The area where the paint ball field 1s located, is also a pasture where the Peters keep goats, ducks,
and geese. No harm has been made to these animals. The animals have enough space to keep

out of the range of the game. They are not in any danger when the games are played.

The closest house to the field is out of range of the game. There 1s a row of about 10 to 15 pine
trees along the yard of the closes house.

By signing this petition, we would like to continue to play paint ball in the Peters’ pasture.

Name Address
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Petition to Play Paint Ball
Special Exception

The Undersigned have played paint ball at the Peters Farm located at 21602 N. Ruhl Road,
Freeland, Maryland, whete the Peters have constructed a temporary paint-ball course. We do not
feel 1t 1s endangering the environment or our safety. The structures are made of spools, crates
and other wood material nailed together which can be easily dismantled. The paint in the paint
balls are made of vegetable o1l and do not pollute the environment on land or in the water, The
course 1s not used for commercial purposes and no charge has been made to play on the field.

All players bring their own supplies. At the most, three to four games a month, weather
permitting, have been played on the fieid by groups of 5 to 20 friends of the Peters. Caution and
safety is always used to prevent harm to people and to the land.

The area where the paint ball field is located, is also a pasture where the Peters keep goats, ducks,
and geese. No harm has been made to these animals. The animals have enough space to keep
out of the range of the game. They are not in any danger when the games are played.

The closest house to the field is out of range of the game. There 1s a row of about 10 to 15 pine
trees along the yard of the closest house.

By signing this petition, we would like to continue to play paint ball in the Peters’ pasture.

Name Address

4040 HJH@{ Lane (Slen Rock PR (1337
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| SECTION 1 - CHEMICAL PRODUCT AND COMPANY IDENTIFICATION |

PRODUCT NAME : WASHABLE PAINTBALL
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: E&J 27 P DATE PRINTED: 05/30/02
PRODUCT USE/CLASS : Marking Pellets for Sport

SUPPLIER: MANUFACTURER:

The Nelson Paint Co of Michigan Inc The Nelson Paint Co of Michigan Inc
PO Box 2040 . PO Box 2040 ﬂ

Kingsford, Ml 48802-2040 Kingsford, Ml 49802-2040

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE:800-255-3924 EMERGENCY TELEPHONE:800-255-3924
CHEMTEL: 24 hours CHEMTEL: 24 hours

PREPARER: Doyle Yoder, PHONE: 806-774-5566, PREPARE DATE: 05/30/02

WT. PERCENT =---xnn-e-

OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE LIMITS «==r-acaus
------------ CHEMICAL NAME --«==-------- CAS NUMBER IS LESS THAN TLV-TWA

TLV-STEL PEL-TWA  PEL-CEILING SKIN

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

No Hazardous Materials are Contained in this
Product

(See Section Xl for abbreviation legend)

BOILING RANGE : N.A. VAPOR DENSITY : Is lighter than air

ODOR : Slight SPECIFIC GRAVITY: 1.1032

APPEARANCE : Colored pellet EVAPORATION RATE: Is slower than Butyl
SOLUBILITY IN H20 : Partial Acetate

VOLATILE BY WEIGHT: 0.0% VOLATILE BY VOL.: 0.0%
VOCS, tbs/gal : 0.00 VOCS, grams/itr: 0
(See Section 11 for abbreviation legend)

| SECTION IV - FIRE AND EXPLOSION HAZARD DATA |

Page 1



FLASH POINT: N.A. LOWER EXPLOSIVE LIMIT: N.A.
UPPER EXPLOSIVE LIMIT: N.A.

EXTINGUISHING MEDIA: CO2 DRY CHEMICAL. FOAM WATER FOG
UNUSUAL FIRE AND EXPLOSION HAZARDS: None known.

SPECIAL FIREFIGHTING PROCEDURES: As in any fire, wear self-contained
breathing apparatus pressure-demand (MSHA/NIOSH approved or equivalent) and

(Continued on Page 2)
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EFFECTS OF OVEREXPOSURE - EYE CONTACT: Essentially nonirritating to eyes.
EFFECTS OF OVEREXPOSURE - SKIN CONTACT: Essentially nonirritating to skin.

EFFECTS OF OVEREXPOSURE - INHALATION: Vapors are unlikely, due to physical
properties.

EFFECTS OF OVEREXPOSURE - INGESTION: No hazard in normal industrial use.

EFFECTS OF OVEREXPOSURE - CHRONIC HAZARDS: Based on available data,
repeated exposures are not anticipated to cause any significant adverse
effects.

FIRST AID - EYE CONTACT: Flush eyes thoroughly with water for 15 minutes.
Get immediate medical attention.

FIRST AID - SKIN CONTACT: Wash skin with soap and water. If irritation
develops, get medical attention.

FIRST AID - INHALATION: N.A.

FIRST AID - INGESTION: Induce vomiting if large amounts are ingested.
Consult medical personnel.

PRIMARY ROUTE(S) OF ENTRY: EYE CONTACT

Page 2
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| SECTION V1 - REACTIVITY DATA I

HAZARDOUS DECOMPOSITION PRODUCTS: May form:, aldehydes and acids

CONDITIONS TO AVOID: Avoid storage in high humidity or temperatures above
80 Deg. F or below 40 Deg. F

INCOMPATABILITY: Avoid contact with: strong oxidizing agents.
HAZARDOUS POLYMERIZATION: Will not occur under normal conditions.

STABILITY: This product is stable under normal storage conditions.

STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN CASE MATERIAL IS RELEASED OR SPILLED: Spills should
be contained and placed on suitable containers for disposal in a accordance
with Federal and State Laws.

(Continued on Page 3)
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WASTE DISPOSAL METHOD: Dispose of in accordance with all local, state and
federal regulations.

RESPIRATORY PROTECTION: None needed.
VENTILATION: Use good general ventilation.
SKIN PROTECTION: None needed.

EYE PROTECTION: Impact resistant Safety goggles that will withstand a
paintball impact at 325 feet per second are required.

OTHER PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT: Protective head gear is required! Eyes, ears,
and head in general must be protected from impact!

HYGENIC PRACTICES: Wash hands before eating or smoking. Liquid is removed
with warm water and soap.

1 1 ‘&t 1+ ‘-“——&+ T+ &1 . r ' rr I 1 1 L 11 & 1 °1°:&°&&;¢&+—&t—‘+—+—» 1 1"~ 7T 7 [ 1 U} U 1 T 1 L 1 _F 1 1 I & 1 1 [ L bl
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| SECTION IX - SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS |

PRECAUTIONS TO BE TAKEN IN HANDLING AND STORAGE:
Store away from incompatible substances. Keep from freezing. Keep
container closed when not in use. Recommended storage conditions are 55 to

75 Deg. Fahrenheit and relative humidity of 30% to 50%.

OTHER PRECAUTIONS: Keep away from children!

Do not take internally. Washable Paintballs are not toxic, however

ingestion may cause diarrhea. Do not aim or shoot pellets towards the head
or neck of persons or animails.

HMIS RATINGS - HEALTH: 0 FLAMMABILITY:1 REACTIVITY: 0

SARA SECTION 313:
This product contains the following substances subject to the reporting
requirements of Section 313 of Title lll of the Superfund Amendments and

Reauthorization Act of 1986 and 40 CFR Part 372:
----------- CHEMICAL NAME ----------- CAS NUMBER WT/WT % IS LESS THAN

No SARA Section 313 components exist in this product.

(Continued on Page 4)
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PREVIOUS MSDS REVISION DATE: 05/21/02

LEGEND: N.A. - Not Applicable, N.E. - Not Established,
N.D. - Not Determined
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**The Nelson Paint Company, Inc. (TNPC) expressly disclaims all expressed
or implied warranties of merchantability and fithess for a particular
purpose, with respect to the product or information provided herein.*

All information appearing herein is based upon data obtained from the
manufacturer and/or recognized technical sources. While the information is
helieved to be accurate, TNPC makes no representations as to its accuracy
or sufficiency. Conditions of use are beyond TNPC's control and therefore
users are responsible to verify this data under their own operating
conditions to determine whether the product is suitable for their

particular purposes and they assume all risks of their use, handling, and
disposal of the product, or from the publication or use of, or reiiance

upon, information contained herein. This information relates only to the
product designated herein, and does not relate to its use in combination
with any other material or in any other process.
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<END OF M3SDS>
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altimore County, Maryland
OFFICE OF PEOPLE'S COUNSEL

®

Room 47, Old CourtHouse
400 Washington Ave.
Towson, MD 21204

(410) 887-2188

PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN CAROLE S. DEMILIO
‘People’s Counsel March 4, 2003 Deputy People's Counsel

' WL e
Timothy M. Kotroco H%gy ﬁi VED
Deputy Zoning Comissioner
401 Bosley Avenue, 4™ Floor MaR 4 2003

Towson, MD 21204

Re: Janet R. & Marshall E. Peters ZQMF ‘;C CGMMISSIONEE

Hearing Date: March 5, 2003
03-327-X

Dear Mr. Kotroco:

This case involves a request for approval of a special exception for a paintball
field in the guise of a "shooting range”.

As the Commissioner is aware, there is another case pending where there
appears to be a similar issue. That is whether this activity fits within the scope of the
permitted "shooting range" use, Dogwood Resources, Case No.: 00-562-X. The same
issue cuts across a number of resource conservation zones, including the R.C. 6 zone in
Dogwood Resources and the R.C. 2 zone here.

We are filing a memorandum on or about March 14, 2003, in the Dogwood
Resources case. In the interest of efficient administration of justice, we request the
opportunity to file a copy of that memorandum simultaneously here, and, in effect to
submit on brief.

We ask you to consider it insofar as it applies to the situation here.
Yours very sincerely,

Peter Max Zimmerman
People's Counsel for Baitimore County

PMZ/rmw
cc: Janet & Marshall Peters



MARYLAND LINE AREA ASSOCIATION, INC.
1501 HARRIS MILL ROAD
PARKTON, MARKYLAND 21120
(410) 343-1089

Mr. Timothy Kotroco

Deputy Zoning Commissioner
Baltimore County

County Courts Building, Suite 405
401 Bosley Ave.

Towson, MD. 21204

March 3, 2003
Re: Case # (03-3274X

Dear Mr. Kotroco,

The Maryland Line Area Association, Inc. is concerned with the proposed
classification of this Commercial Recreation Facility, namely Paint Ball Game and Playing
Field as a Shooting Range.

By its very definition of Paint Ball Game and Playing Field, it is obvious that the
proposed land use Is not a Shooting Range, but rather a Commerciai Recreational Facility
which is not permitted on RC-2, RC-3, RC-4 and RC-6 zoned land by Special Exception.
A shooting range is a facility where one can shoot at targets, not at each other, which is done
at a paint ball field. Vandalism occurs quite frequently in the area of a Paint Ball Field which is
not the case where shooting ranges occur.

We Dbelieve that this improper use of rural land seriously violates the zoning
regulations of Baltimore County and must be prohibited. . if this facility is approved, there
will be an “epidemic” of Paint Ball Facilities in rural Baltimore County.

The Maryland Line Area Association, Inc. wishes to go on record as opposing the
granting of a Special Exception in Case # 03-327X

Very truly yours,

Dr. Richard W. McQuaid
President
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The valleys planning council, we

207 Courtland Avenue, Towson, Maryland 21204

Mailing Address P.O. Box 5402, Towson, Maryland 21285-5402
Phone: 410-337-6877, Fax: 410-296-5409

RECEIVED

Mr. Lawrence E. Schmidt

Baltimore County Zoning Commissioner FEB 2 8 2003
County Courts Building

401 Bosley Avenue

o aryand 21204 ZONING COMMISSIONER

Re; Case No: 03-327-X
21602 N. Ruhl Rd.

Dear Mr. Schmidt:

The Valleys Planning council has reviewed the above referenced case with the Area planner and with the
Peoples Council and offer the following comments.

{. 1am advised that this request was brought as a result of a complaint filed by a former neighbor who
has now moved away.

2. That the requested “paint ball facility” in this instance is not a commercial use but a family sporting
event. Thatno one is charged any fees and that only friends and friends of friends are involved much
like a pick up football game.

3. I am also advised that adjacent neighbors are not in opposition because it is their understanding that the
activity will eventually cease as the families children get older and interest in the activity fades.

4. That this activity primarily ocours on weekends and that the noise is not excessive.

Based upon the above understanding, The Valleys Planning Council would suggest that the request for a
Special Exception be denied as the use as outlined above is not a commercial activity nor a shooting range.
We are in accord with the Memorandum of the Peoples Council regarding the legality of paint ball
facilities as commercial recreation enterprises, and that they are not shooting ranges or a use permitted
under the community building use.

We are of the opinion that in this case this is an activity that should be controlled by the property owners
with the understanding that unless the use is properly controlled it could become a community nuisance
which might bring about other legal difficulties.

Sin el}@
Jack Dillon
Executive Director

cc. Peoples Council
George Doub Esq.
VPC Monitoring Committee

-
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Maryland Department of Planning
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January 29, 2003

Ms. Rebecca Hart

Baltimore County Department of Permits and Development Management
111 West Chesapeake Avenue, Room 111

Mail Stop # 1105

Towson MD 21204

Reg— Zoning Advisory Committee Agenda, 2/03/03 re: case numbers 03-298-SPH, 03-326-A,
-X, 03-328-A, 03-329-SPH, 03-330-SPHX, 03-331-A, 03-332-SPH, 03-333-A, 03-334-A,

03:335-A, 03-336-A, 03-337-SPHA. 03-338-A

Dear Ms. Hart:

The Maryland Department of Planning has received the above-referenced information on 01/28/03.
The information has been submitted to Mr. Mike Nortrup.

Thank you for your cooperation in this review process. Please contact me at 410.767.4550 or the
above noted reviewer if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
% Jffﬁf’f’fféf//i’:’ ﬁ"

James R. Gatto

Manager

Metropolitan Planning

Local Planning Assistance Unit

CC: Mike Nortrup
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