IN RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL HEARING * BEFORE TH
SE/S Belair Road, 278’ N of the ¢/l

LAd

Halbert Avenue - * ZONING COMMISSIONER
(9431 Belair Road)

11" Election District *  OF BALTIMORE COUNTY
5t Council District -

* Case No. 05-158-SPH
Danaher Properties, LLC
Petitioners *
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FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This matter comes before the Zoning Commissioner for consideration of a Petition for
Special Hearing filed by the owners of the subject property, Danaher Propetties, LLC, by Richard
Danaher, Member, through their attorney, Kenneth D. Pezzulla, Esquire. The Petitioners request a
special hearing, pursuant to Section 500.7 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (B.C.Z.R.),
to approve an existing, freestanding sign, 59” x 36” in dimension, in an ROA zone, where no
ﬁeestanding sign is permitted, The subject proﬁerty and requested relief are more particularly
described on the site plan and photographs submitted, which were accepted into evidence and
marked as Petitioner’s Exhibits 1 and 2, respectively.

Appearing at the requisite public hearing in suppott of the request were Richard
Danaher, Member, Danaher Properties, LLC, property owners, Dean Johnson, a tenant of the
building on the subject property, and Kenneth D, Pezzulla, Esquire, attorney for the Petitionets.
Appearing in opposition to the request were William Parisi, adjacent property owﬁer, and Charles
L. Marks and William LiBetcci, representatives of the Perry Hall Improvement Association, Also
appearing was Kevin Gambrill, a Community Planner with Baltimore County’s Office ot Planning. |

Testimony and evidence offered revealed that the subject property is a rectangular

~ shaped parcel located on the southeast side of Belair Road, not far from its intersection with |

Halbert Avenue in Perry Hall. The property contains a gross area of 0.376 acres, mote or less,

zoned R.O.A. and is improved with a 2%-story frame building and a detached two-car garage. In
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addition, the property contains a combination of macadam and asphalt paving and nine parking
spaces. The property is located along a stretch of Belair Road that contains a mix of residential
and business uses. In this regard, Mr. Danaher testified that he is a Real Estate Broker, trading
under the name of Century 21 Action Realty, and that he has owned and occupied the subject
property for the past 3 years. He testified that his business occupies the first floor of the building
and that a mortgage company leases the second floor. Apparently, during the course of a routine
inspection of the area, a Code Enforcement Inspector with the Department of Permits and
Development Management cited the Petitioners for having the subject sign, which is in violation of
the zoning regulations, and the Petitioner was advised to file the instant Petition. This sign is
located in the front portion of the site, approximately 15 feet from the right-of-way for Belair
Road.

Mr. Danaher testified that a wall-mounted sign, which is permitted pursuant to Section
450.4.5(m) of the B.C.Z.R., does not provide sufficient notice to clients. He testified that before
he commissioned “Signs of Tomorrow” to install the freestanding sign at issue, there were
numerous instances where customers informed him that they could not find the building or that
they were neatly involved in a traffic accident while attempting to locate the property. Mr.
Danaher testified that this sign is necessary to safely direct customers to his property and that he
would suffer a practical difficulty and unreasonable hardship if strict compliance with the
regulations were required. In support of his request, the Petitioner submitted into evidence as
Petitioner’s Exhibit 3, a copy of a letter from the Perry Hall Business Association, which indicates
they support the requested relief. Mr. Danaher also produced numerous photographs of the area

which demonstrate that there are many signs along this stretch of Belair Road that are similar or

j Jarger than the subject sign.

As noted above, Charles Marks appeared on behalf of the Perry Hall Improvement
Association. He presented three Motions to Dismiss the instant request and proceeded to describe
each Motion. Under the first Motion, Mr. Marks challenged the propriety of the special hearing

request and asserted that the proper Petition would be one seeking vatiance relief, requiring the



proof necessary as set forth in Cromwell v. Ward, 102 Md. App. 691 (1995). In his second
Motion, Mt. Marks argued that improper notice of the hearing as required by law was given. He
entered into evidence as Protestant’s Exhibit 1, copies of the Jeffersonian newspaper, evidencing
that the Notice of Hearing for this case was incortectly listed under the 6" Council District, and
should have appeared under the 5" Council District. In his opinion, this typographical ertor was
fatal to jurisdiction and conduct of the hearing, Under the third Motion, Mr. Marks raised as an
issue the doctrine of res judicata. In this regard, testimony revealed that this pmfjerty was the
subject of prior Case No. 98-198-A in which the then owners, William Schmidbauer and Dorothy
Cunningham, sought similar relief, pursuant to a Petition for Variance, for a 64 sq.ft. freestanding
sign. That relief was granted by then Deputy Zoning Commissioner Timothy Kotroco on March 2,
1998; however, on appeal was denied by the County Board of Appeals on November 28, 1998, and
affirmed by the Circuit Court (Case No. 3-C-98-12704) on February 14, 2000. A copy of those

decisions was entered into evidence as Protestant’s Exhibit 3.
The Protestants’ first and second Motions were over-ruled by the undersigned. Section

500.7 of the B.C.Z.R. affords the Zoning Commissioner with the power to conduct such hearings

as may be deemed necessary for the proper enforcement of the zoning regulations. Thus, I find that

the Petition before me was properly filed. Moreover, the record of this case clearly demonstrates

that the Notice of Public Hearing, both posting and publication, as was done in this case, would be

sufficient compliance with the zoning regulations. (See Cassidy v: County Board of Appeals of

Baltimore County, 146 A2d, 896 (1958). The Protestants’ third Motion for dismissal was held in

reserve.
Mr. Libercci then stated that the testimony and evidence offered by thé Petitioner was

icient to support the request. He noted that pursuant to Section 450.4.5(m) of the

| not legally suf
B.C.Z.R., the only type of enterprise sign permitted on an ROA zoned property is a wall-mounted

projection sign and not a freestanding sign. He testified that the Belair Beautification Project has

been working diligently to improve the appearance of Belair Road from Forge Road to Silver |
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Spring Road and that the subject sign and other similar signs have diminished these revitalization
efforts and were incompatible with the zoning regulations.

Mt. Parisi then appeared and testified in opposition to the request. He testified that his
residence is located immediately adjacent to the subject property and that the existihg sign blocks

his view of traffic on Belair Road and in his opinion, is a safety hazard.

Mr. Pezzuila was given an opportunity to respond to Protestants’ third Motion to
Dismiss. After having an opportunity to review the opinions issued in the prior case, Mr. Pezzulla
attempted to distinguish the two cases. He argued that in the Schmidbauer case, the freestanding

sign was 64 sq.ft. in area (32 sq.ft. per side), while the sign in the instant case is 30 sq.it. (15 sq.1t.

per side) and that the instant request bears consideration.

I disagree. The doctrine of res judicata provides that once a Zoning case is litigated, the
decision is binding in subsequent litigation involving the same property and the same parties (or
their successors) in the absence of an erroneous determination of law. See, The Board of County

Commissionets of Cecil County v. Racine, 24 Md. App. 435, 332 A2d 306 (1975), and Whittle v.

Board of Zoning Appeals of Baltimore County, 211 Md. 36, 125 A2d 41 (1956). In this case, [

find that the issue of a freestanding sign on the subject property was litigated previously before the
Baltimore County Board of Appeals and the Circuit Court for Baltimore County, Moreover, there

was no evidence presented in the instant case to indicate that there has been an erroneous

determination of law. Thus, I have no choice but to grant the Protestant’s Motion to Dismiss on

the basis of res judicata, and must therefore deny the requested relief.

Although I appreciate the practical reasons that the Petitioner has offered in support of

his request, I cannot ignore the clear mandate of the B.C.Z.R. and case law. Although some means

| of signage to advertise the subject business may well be necessary, the proposed sign is

| inappropriate for this site and is not permitted, pursuant to Section 450.8.A.2 of the B.C.Z.R.

| Moreover, a negative Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC) comment was submitted by the Office

hof Planning noting that there is no justification for the subject sign and recommended a denial of

the request. Thus, the relief requested under the Petition for Special Hearing shall be denied.
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Pursuant to the advertisement, posting of the propetrty, public hearing on this Petition

held, and for the reasons set forth above, the relief requested shall be denied.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Zoning Commissioner for Baltimore Courity

this /, day of December 2004 that the Petition for Special Hearing seeking relief, pursuant to

Section 300.7 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (B.C.Z.R.), to approve an existing,
freestanding sign, 59” x 36” in dimension, in an _ROA zone, where no freestanding sign is
permitted, be and is hereby DENIED. i

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the subject sign shall be removed within 120 days of
the date of this Order.

Any appeal of this decision must be entered within thj ty (30) days gffthe date hereof.

WIW:bjs - for Baltimore County




Zoning Commissioner Baltimore County

James T. Smith, Jr, County Executive

Suite 405, County Courts Buildin
S William J, Wiseman III , Zoning Conmmissioner :

401 Bosley Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204
Tel: 410-887-3868 » Fax: 410-887-3468

December 7, 2004

Kenneth D. Pezzulla, Esquire
Pezzulla and Pezzulla, LLC

401 Washington Avenue, Suite 301
Towson, Maryland 21204

RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE
SE/S Belair Road, 278’ N of the ¢/l Halbert Avenue
(9431 Belair Road)
11" Election District — 5™ Council District
Danaher Properties, LLC - Petitioners
Case No. 05-158-SPH

Dear Mr, Pezzulla;

Enclosed please find a copy of the decision rendered in the above-captioned matter,
The Petition for Special Hearing has been denied, in accordance with the attached Order.

In.the event any party finds the decision rendered is unfavorable, any party may file an
appeal to the County Board of Appeals within thirty (30) days of the date of this Order. For
further information on filing an appeal, please contact the Depattment of Permits and Development
Management office at 887-3391.

WIW:bjs - | for Baltimore County

cc:  Mr. Richard Danaher, Danaher Properties, LL.C
0431 Belair Road, Baltimore, Md. 21236
Mr. William Parizi, 9419 Belair Road, Baltimore, Md. 21236
Mr. Charles E. Marks, 4627 E. Joppa Road, Perry Hall, Md. 21128
Mr. William Libercci, 19/Shawn Court, Perry Hall, Md. 21236
People's Counsel; Case Pile

- Visit the County’s Website at www.baltimorecountyonline.info
%@ Prirtad on Aecyclad Paper
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Petition for Special Hearing

to the Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County

for the property located at__ 943/ fbe/nie Rd 2127¢

] -_-—-'_-m___""uﬂﬂ*ﬂ'————_—--_.‘
which is presently zoned 704

This Petition shall be filed with the Department of Permits and Development Management. The undersigned. legal
owner(s) of the property situate in BaltimorESGCounty and which is described In the description and plat attached hereto and

made a part hereof, hareby petition for alSpecial Hearing under Section 500.7 of the Zoning Regulations of Baltimore
County, to determine whether or not the Zon ng Commissioner should approve

f} Frie stan d1ng Sigw g6 36t - §i¢ G chiec |
A K N ;r),f*:) ﬁ“} —— . ) ) i Qﬁ)i . )

ST SOV & et (N Lewd oF mmm
CE’LW%WL‘T’K@ ;‘

4+

450 4.4 o™

_ . . 2'0 Z' ?)' G ¢ l
Property is to be posted and advertised as prescribed by the zoning regulations. '

l, or we, agree to pay expenses of above Special Hearing, a vertising, posting, etc. and erthar a?ree to and are to be bounded by the
zoning regulations and restrictions of Baftimore County adopted pursuant to the zoning Iav1 for Baltimore County.
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- 1/We do solemnly declare and affirm, under the penalties of
perjury, that I/we are the legal owner(s) of the property which
i$ the subject of this Petition. '

tract Pur ' Legal Qwner(s):
B chn, - DoR '
| ChR c]tbﬂm AHER RHER “Propo fLZ;J LLC_

_ . Dawey
N @iﬁmﬁB O/ 7 AT })gl—*m‘-zk W oembre -

Signat Signature
; i Bichurd Dawpyer
Address Telephone No. Name - Type or Print

City State ZIp Code Signature

G(0-LZ4-
Attorney For Petitioner: QU 5@@:(3 \Cxn 277

Address Telephona No.,

A’ﬁnnc*h D (Pﬁ 22w LLb - :]5m,1- H'P- ARSI

Name - Typeor Print, City State Zip Code
Signat%

eadulla, and @e.gg,wlla\, LLC S“opmhﬂ-o A b
(Gompahy 410 g2y sa3zs” Name )
- u_le,, fo10Y QOI u)ﬂ Sh;mc) f—(,.-u }Ql,u:,, -
Telephone No. Address T  Telephons No.
: State Zip Code City T State Zip Code

OFFICE USE ONLY
ESTIMATED LENGTH OF HEARING

UNAVAILABLE FOR HEARING
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BEGINNING FOR THE SAME at a point South 49 degrees West 200 feet fromn
the beginning of that lot or parcel of land which by Deed dated March 31, 1920 and
l recorded among the Land Records of Baltimore County in Liber WPC No, 523, folio
- 189 was conveyed by Susannah Halbert to Thomas J, Kenney and wife, said point
of beginning being in the centre of the Belair Road, mmning thence 200 feet to an.
iron stake; thence South 49 degrees West 100 feet on 2 line parallel to saud Belair
Road to an iron stalee, thence North 43 degrees 50 minutes West 1o the centre of
Belair Road, thence binding on said Road North 49 degrees East 100 feet to the
place of beginning. SAVING AND EXCEPTING THEREFROM, HOWEVER,
all that piece or parcel of land granted and conveyed to the State Roads Commission
of Maryland by Deed dated May 10, 1934 and recorded among the Land Records of

Baltimote County in Liber CWB Jr. No, 928, folio 582. The improvements thereon
being known as No. 3431 Belair Road,
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

e S

M= meress

THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the annexed advertisement was published

in the following weekly newspaper published in Baltimore County, Md,,

once in each of ‘ successive weeks, the first publication appearing

on_t1]2] 2004

MThe Jeffersonian
1 Arbutus Times

] Catonsville Times

. Towson Times

1 Owings Mills Times
1 NE Booster/Reporter
1 North County News

/Uéfl;m.% |

LEGAL ADVERTISING
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CERTIFICATE OF POSTING

|q1\g4

RE: Case Number__ OS5 =158 ° O
Devafoper:. Danahee. Pescernes WL

/ Closing: Noy Ll 7. 00d

This is to certify under the pendltics of periiny that, the necessary sinal s) required by law were posted conspicuusiy
on the property located ab 421 Ber. A& RoAD

The sigr s) were posted on — ]} l_c?'dr e
| (Morth, Day, Year)
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TO: PATUXENT PUBLISHING COMPANY
Tuesday, November 2, 2004 Issue - Jeffersonian

Please forward billing to:
Rick Danaher 410-529-7775
9431 Belair Road
Baltimore, MD 21236

i ‘el . ikl " - ki

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and Regulations
of Baltimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the property identified
herein as follows:

CASE NUMBER: 05-158-SPH

9431 Belair Road

E/side of Belair Road, 278 feet to centerline of Halbert Avenue

11™ Election District — 6™ Councilmanic District -

Legal Owners: Danaher Properties, LLC, Richard Danaher (Member)

Special Hearing to permit a freestanding sign 59 inches by 36 inches — see justification in an
R.O.A. zone in lieu of no freestanding sigh permitted.

Hearing: Wednesday, November 17, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 407, County Courts Building,
401 Bosley Avenue

WILLIAM WISEMAN
ZONING COMMISSIONER FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY

NOTES: (1) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE; FOR SPECIAL
ACCOMODATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE ZONING COMMISSIONER’S
OFFICE AT 410-887-4386.
(2) FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT
THE ZONING REVIEW OFFICE AT 410-887-3391.



Department of Permits a‘ (F

Development Management Baltimore County

Director’s Office
County Office Building
111 W. Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204
Tel: 410-887-3353 » Fax: 410-887-5708

James T. Smith, Jr, County Execulive
Timothy M. Kotroco, Director

October 18, 2004

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and Regulations
of Baltimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the property identified
herein as follows:

CASE NUMBER: 05-158-SPH

9431 Belair Road

E/side of Belair Road, 278 feet to centerline of Halbert Avenue

11" Election District — 6" Councilmanic District -

Legal Owners: Danaher Properties, LLC, Richard Danaher (Member)

Special Hearing to permit a freestanding sign 59 inches by 36 inches — see justification in an
R.O.A. zone in lieu of no freestanding sign permitted.

Hearing: Wednesday, November 17, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 407, County Courts Building,
401 Bosley Avenue

AL Kl

imothy Kotrodo
Director

TK:kim

C: Kenneth Pezzulla, 401 Washington Ave., Ste. 301, Towson 21204
Richard Danaher, 9431 Belair Road, Baltimore 21236

NOTES: (1) THE PETITIONER MUST HAVE THE ZONING NOTICE SIGN POSTED BY AN
APPROVED POSTER ON THE PROPERTY BY TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2004.
(2) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE; FOR SPECIAL
ACCOMMODATIONS PLEASE CALL THE ZONING COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE
AT 410-887-4386.
(3) FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT
THE ZONING REVIEW OFFICE AT 410-887-3391.

Visit the County’s Website at www.baltimorecountyonline.info

Printed on Recycled Papar



DEPARTMENT OF PERMITS AND DEVELOPMENT
MANAGEMENT

ZONING REVIEW

ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR ZONING
HEARINGS |

The Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (BCZR) require that notice be given to the
general public/neighboring property owners relative to property which is the subject of
an upcoming zoning hearing. For those petitions which require a public hearing. this
notice is accomplished by posting a sign on the property (responsibility of the petitioner)
and placement of a notice in a newspaper of generaf circulation in the County, hoth at
least fifteen (15) days before the hearing ,

Zoning Review will ensure that the legal requirements for advertising are satisfied
However, the petitioner is responsible for the zosts associated with these requirements
The newspaper will bill the person listed belcw for the advertising  This advertising is
due upon receipt and should te remitted directly to the newspape-

OPINIONS MAY NOT BE ISSUED UNTIL ALL ADVERTISING COSTS ARE PAID.

iyl

. e e i -l —

- il il i i

For Newspaper Advertising:

' o . .
tem Number or Case Number (DD i [ o (Z 2P

Petitioner: DawaneR Pf&'n»ﬁnhl‘f ((C |
Address or Location: ‘973/ beluir Ref _ﬁ”//t- md . AL

PLEASE FORWARD ADVERVISING BILL TC

Name., _ ﬂ‘c/‘f D A he R e—,lt_f——gff—ﬂe#-rm (Dawnder Crepativs L(()

Address G937 Jpeiirn lh |
pat ML 1236

Telephone Number: ('//67“_ 55}9 2778




Department of Permits ana.

Development Management Baltimore County

&S

Director’s Office
County Office Building
111 W. Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204
Tel: 410-887-3353 » Fax: 410-887-5708

James T. Smith, Jr., County Executive
Timothy M. Kotroco, Director

November 10, 2004

Kenneth D. Pezzulla
Pezzulla & Pezzulla

401 Washington Avenue, Ste. 301
Towson, Maryiand 211204

Dear Mr. Pezzulla:
RE: Case Number: 05-158-SPH, 9431 Belair Road

The above referenced petition was accepted for processing by the Bureau of Zoning
Review, Department of Permits and Development Management (PDM) on September 24, 2004,

The Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC), which consists of representatives from several
approval agencies, has reviewed the plans that were submitted with your petition. All comments
submitted thus far from the members of the ZAC are attached. These comments are not
intended to indicate the appropriateness of the Zoning action reguested, but to ensure that all
parties (zoning commissioner, attorney, petitioner, etc.) are made aware of plans or problems

with regard to the proposed improvements that may have a bearing on this case. All commenis
will be placed in the permanent case file.

If you need further information or have any guestions, please do not hesitate to contact
the commenting agency.

Very truly yours,

W. Carl Richards, Jr.
Supervisor, Zoning Review

WCR: ¢lb

Enclosures

o People's .ounsel |
Richard Nanaher Danaher Properties 9431 Belair Road Baltimore 215 46

Visit the County’s Website at www.baltimoreco untyonline.info

Printed on Recveled Paper



galtimore County

Fire Department

S East Joppa Road
Towson, Marvland 21286-5500
Tel: 410-887-4500

Jumes T Suth, Jr, County Fxecutive
Jolut J Holunan, Chief

County Office Building, Room 111 October 11, 2004
Mail Stop #1105

111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

™,

ATTENTION: Zoning Review plannhers

Distribution Meeting of: October 11, 2004

Ttem No. : 156, €E§f166, 1688169

Pursuant to your request, the referenced plan(s) have been reviewed by
this Bureau and the comments below are applicable and required to be
corrected or incorporated into the final plans for the property.

6. The Fire Marshal's Office has no comments at this time.

LIEUTENANT JIM MEZICK

Fire Marshal's Office
PHONE 887-~4881
MS-1102F

cc: File

Visit the County’s Website at www.baltimorecountyonlinc.info

%Cg) Erinied on Recycled Paper
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Robert L. Ehriich, Jt., Gﬂﬂemar Dﬁw” Mm" Rubert L. Flanagan, Secretary
Michael 8, Steele, Lt Guvernﬂr Neil J. Pedersen, Admindstrator

Admlnlstraﬂnn
Maryland Department of Transpurtatuon

Date: /&7 1364

Ms. Kristen Matthews RE:  Baltimore County

Baltimore County Office of temNo. /458 JEA
Permits and Development Management

County Office Building, Room 109
Towson, Maryland 21204

Dear Ms. Matthews;

We have reviewed the referenced item and have no objection to approval. Qur review has
determined that no construction is required within the State Highway Administration’s right-of-way.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Larry Gredlein at 410-545-
5606 or by E-mail at (lgredlein@sha.state.md.us).

Very truly yours,

/| L

Steven D. Foster, Chief
Engineering Access Permits Division

My telephone number/toll-free number is
Maryiand Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech: 1,800,735.2258 Statewide Toll Free

Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street « Baltimore, Maryland 21202 + Phone 410.545.0300 + www.marylandroads.com




BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

TO: Timothy M. Kotroco, Director DATE: November 3, 2004
Department of Permits &

Development Management

FROM: Robert W. Bowling, Supervisor

Bureau of Development Plans
Review

SUBJECT:  Zoning Advisory Committec Meeting
For October 1
Item Nos. 156,

The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject-zoning
1tems, and we have no comments.

RWRB:CEN:jrb

cc: File

ZAC-10-18-2004-ITEM NOS 156-169-11032004



BI J_ TIMQRE c@ 1".=~ 4~= . J T - - w, : ‘”‘. n "; :
NMENTAL -:i*"kéi‘”ECTIGN & RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

TO: Tim Kotroco
FROM: J ohn D. Oltman, Jr 7%
DATE: October 27, 2004

SUBJECT: Zoning Items # See List Below

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of October 11, 2004.

X __ The Department of Environmental Protection and Resource Managemént has no
comments on the following zoning items:

' .
04-160
04-161
04-162
04-163
04-165
04-166
04-168
04-169

Reviewers:  Sue Farinetti, Dave Lykens



BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

TO: Timothy M. Kotroco, Director DATE: November 15, 2004

Department of Permits and |

Development Management

N ATAY T

FROM: Arnold F. 'Pat’ Keller, 111 ﬁ Ve @w S'L ﬁ VF @

Director, Office of Planning -

NOV 1 7 2004
SUBJECT: 9431 Belair Road 1
/ ﬁ. ‘IN(\ Y

INFORMATION: RV 3 Cﬁﬂ;ﬁ ‘i fj? ?j‘ S S /0 N F’?
Item Number: 5-158 fhod
Petitioner: Danaher Properties, LLC,
Zoning;: ROA

Requested Action: Special Hearing

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Per Section 450.4.C of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations, the only type of enterprise
sigh permitted on an ROA zoned property is a wall mounted, projection sign. As such, the
Office of Planning recommends that the petitioner’s request be DENIED.,

Prepared by: \/\M
Division Chief: /% &%—Z’/”/

-
AFK/LL:MAC: L
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RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL HEARING * BEFORE THE
9431 Belair Road; E/side of Belair Road,

278 to c¢/line of Halbert Avenue ¥ ZONING COMMISSIONER
11" Election & 6™ Councilmanic Districts
Legal Owner(s): Richard Danaher, * FOR

Danaher Properties, LLC |
Contract Purchaset(s): Richard Danaher * BALTIMORE COUNTY

Petitioner(s)
K 05-158-SPH
! B # ¥ e * * * * * * * *
ENTRY OF APPEARANCE

Please enter the appearance of People’s Counsel in the above-captioned matter. Notice
should be sent of any hearing dates or othet proceedings in this matter and the passage of any

preliminary or final Order. All parties should copy People’s Counsel on all correspondence and

documentation filed in the case. \J@wmw % .

PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN
People’s Counsel for Baltimore County

RECEIVED Oﬂﬂb&ﬁ%- QRMDJJD_

CAROLE S. DEMILIO

LT VY s Deputy People’s Counsel
Old Courthouse, Room 47
Per oan 400 Washington Avenue

Towson, MD 21204
(410) 887-2188

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 19" day of October, 2004, a copy of the foregoing

Entry of Appearance was mailed to Kenneth D. Pezzulla, Eéquire, Pezzulla & Pezzulla, LLC,

401 Washington Avenue, St. 301, Towson, MD 21204, Attorney for Petitioner(s).

e (Vo dimteerore

PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN
People’s Counsel for Baltimore County
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\ . Code Iuspections, ﬂﬂd Enforcement
Balumo, *’”“;11";?' Couaty Office B g
Dmlﬁm:::: M"m“ﬂ and 111 West Chesapeke Avenue
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BALTIMORE COUNTY UNIFORM CODE ENFORCEMENT CITATION
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RC_RIOS AL i cL

e
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the amount indicated: d
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Citation must ba Gﬂl‘\‘ﬂﬂ E}': Dage: ' ,a | ] " 'I
d '

I do solemnly declare and affivm, under the pepalty of perjury, that the contents stated above are true
and correct to the best of my knawledge, iqfunnauun, and helief,

rint Name: .
E? aplagds. |
i T /ﬁ /4
Date aspector’s Sipnature = P

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAIS AND INFORMATION
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Petition for Sign Variance
9431 Belair Road TN

Baltimore, Maryland 21236 #f‘ ? 5 -/ 4 5’ N ﬁf

Reasons for requesting a sign variance for ROA Property
Step 1 Property is unique, unusual and different from surrounding properties

This property is currently used as a real estate office and is trading under the name
of Century 21 Action Realty, Most other properties in the area such as-a day care
provider or residences do not receive the number of contracts by customers that a
real estate office receives on a daily basis. A 6 ft. square sign.attached to the
building, concerning the front footage setback, does notin any way allow persons
coming to the office to locate the property without endangering themselves and
other motorists traveling either north or south bound

Step 2 Practical difficulty and unreasonable hardship

To operate a successful real estate concern, it is of major importance that the office
be visible to the public. This is importart not only to attract customers, but it is
extremely helpful to current clients Whﬁliatje attempting to locate the business.

As motorists are proceeding northi bound on Belair Road, the view is obstructed by
the RO zoned property, trees and sign aljacent to and just south of 9431 Belair
Road. As motorists are traveling south bound on Belair Road, the property and
trees adjacent to and just north of 9431 Belair Road obstructs the view of the public
attempting to find 9431 Belair Road. |

Prior to the erection of the current 15sq ft. sign that was erected in accordance with
the requirements contained in a bill previously before county council, there were
numerous instance when: customers informed us that they could not find the
building and that they were nearly involved in a traffic accident attempting to locate
the property.

Relief provided by this variance request will ensure not only that the spirit of sign

regulation is maintained, but will assist in-avoiding substantial injury to the public
health, safety and general welfare that may occur as a result of a traffic accident.

rrrrrr
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I8 RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE * SBEFQORE ‘THE
3/% Belair Road, 278' N of
Halbert Avenue * DEPUTY ZONING COMMISSIONER
(2431 Belair Road)
11th Election District *  QOF BALTIMOR
bth Councilmanic District
* Ca
Dorothy Cunningham and
William ©O. Schmidbauer *
Petitioners |
] x x x W * o x X ¥ .1

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
— s TN VL VNS U LA

This matter comes before the Deputy Zoning Commissioner for con-
sideration Qf @ Petition for Variance filed by the owners of the subject
property, Dorothy Cunningham and William oO. Schmidbauer, who is also
Contract Lessee. The Petitioners seek relief from Sections 450.4.1 and
202.3.C.1 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (B.C.Z2.R.) to permit
4 double-faced freestanding sign of 64 sq.ft. (32 sq.ft. per side) in lieu
of the maximum permitted 6 5q.Tt. The subject property and relief sought
are more particularly described on the site plan submitted and photograph
of the sign which was accepted and marked inte evidence as Petitioner's
Exhibit 1.

.Appearing at the hearing on behalf of the Petition were William
Schmidbauer, property owner and lessee, Nicholas Palmeri, and Stephen F.
Marsalek, Esquire, attorney for the Petitioners. Appearing as a Protes-
tant in the matter was Dorothy McMann, a resident of the area and a repre-
sentative of the Perry Hall Improvement Association.

Testimony and evidence offered revealed that the subject property
consists of 0.376 acres, more or less, zoned R.O.A., and ig improved with
& two and one-half story frame dwelling and detached two~car garage. ‘The
property iz located on the east side of Belair Road not far from Joppa

Road in Perry Hall. Mr. Schmidbauer testified that he is a real estate



!
:
i
1

@

4

broker and has been 'in the business for 30 vyears. He testified that
approzimately 3 m&nths ago, he relocated his offices from the 6700 black
of Belair koad in Ov?rlea to the subject site, which he co-owns with his
mother, Dorothy cunningham. Mr. Schmidbauer testified that he converted
the subject dwellingiinta real estate offices for his company, known as
Schmidbauer Realty iand contracted to have a business identification sign
erected in the frantiyar& of the property adjacent to Belair Road. It 1is
this siygn which is t#e subject of this variance request.

Mr, Schmidﬁauer testified that he hired "Sign Design" for the
express purpose of aésigning, manufacturing, and installing the business
sign which now exiéts on his property. A photograph of the sign was sub-
mitted into evidence as Petitioner's Exhibit 1. Mr. Schmidbauer testified
that Sign Design aésured him that all necessary permits had been cbtained
for the sign and thaﬁ he paid $2,485 for the sign, which was installed in
mid-October, 1997, :Subsequently, during a routine inspection in the area
by a Code Enforcement agent of the Department of Permits and Development
Management (DPDM), Mr. Schmidbauer was advised that the sign did not comply
with thelnew sign reg%latians which went into effect in late October, 1997,
and that a variance Qmuld.b& required in order to keep the sign as it pre-
sently exists. Mr. S¢hmidbauer was further advised that no permit had been
applied for by S8ign Désign. Apparently, this particular sign company has
a history of misrepresenting to its customers that they will obtain all
necessary permits, whén in fact, they do not. Mr. Schmidbauer believes
that since he relieﬂiupcn the sign company to obtain the required permits,
he is an innocent paxéy in this matter and should not be penalized by being

forced to replace the 'sign.
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RE: PETITION OF DOROTHY CUNNINGHAM * IN THE
AND WILLIAM O. SCHMIDBAUER
¥
FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW OF THE

DECISION OF THE COUNTY BOARD ¥ CIRCUIT COURT
OF APPEALS OF BALTIMORE COUNTY .

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF |
DOROTHY CUNNINGHAM AND WILLIAM O. * FOR
SCHMIDBAUER FOR A ZONING VARIANCE

on property located on the south side Belair Road, *
278 feet north of Halbert Avenue

11% Elecuon_Dlsn‘}ct 6" Councilmanic District * BALTIMORE COUNTY
Cade No. 98-198-A be' re the ¥
Co -d-of-Appeals of Baltimore County .
~ * Civil No. 3-C-98-12704
-
* * " s " * * * % * * * " *
ORDER

. Upon review of the record, having heard oral argument on February 2, 2000, it 1s, this
N

day of February, 2000, by the Circuit Court for Balimore County,

ORDERED, for reasons stated in the Court's oral opinion, attached hereto, that the Ordér_

of the County Board of Appeals dated November 25, 1998, denying the Petition for Zoning

N\
'NM\f - Q‘Pﬂ“—""f.?*-*—-_..

Variance, be and 1s hereby AFFIRMED.

"ROBERT E. CADIGAN, Ciouit Judge

Q ‘\3 1 g? }?wi’f} @ %; g;#[f ﬁ’“?%ﬁ "*a f a. -*u'-

AL ' FEB 1 6 2000 ‘
NP MM/J@/M; /Am.én BoA




IN RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE *  BEFORE THE
NW/S Belair Road, 475’ S of the ¢/l
Pinedale Drive *  ZONING COMMISSIONER
(9402 Belaitr Road) |
11" Election District * OF BALTIMORE COUNTY

5% Council District

Javad Varzandeh, et al
Petitionetrs e

% k% K ok & ok % % %k ok

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This matter comes before the Zoning Commissioner for consideration of a Petition for
Variance filed by the owners of the subject property, Javad Varzandeh and Guity Varzandeh, and
the Contract Lessee, Khashayar Varzandeh. The Petitioners seek relief from Section 450.4.5(m) of
the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (B.C.Z.R.) to permit a freestanding, illuminated sing of

14 sq.ft. in lieu of the maximum allowed 8 sq.ft., wall-mounted or projecting, non-illuminated sign

in an R.O.A. zone. The subject property and requested relief are more particularly described on

the site plan submitted which was accepted into evidence and marked as Petitioner’s Exhibit 1.
Appearing at the requisite public hearing in support of the request were Javad

Varzandeh, Khashayar Varzandeh and Nicole Varzandeh, property owners. Appearing in

opposition to the request was William M. Libercci, a representative of the Perry Hall Improvement ?

Associlation.

The subject property under consideration is a rectangular shaped parcel located on the
northwest side of Belair Road, south of Pinedale Drive, across from its intersection with Darnall
Road in Perry Hall. The property contains a gross atea of 0.468 acres, more or less, zoned R.O.A.
and is improved with a one-story stucco building which was previously used as a single family
dwelling; however, is proposed to be converted for use as an assisted living facility for up to 10
beds (residents). Interestingly, the Petitioners own the adjacent property, known as 9404 Belair

Road, which was also previously used as a single family dwelling; however, is how used as an




assisted living facility for ufa to 11 beds (residents). The building on the subject property contains

2,418 sq.ft. in area and will? be internally modified to accommodate the proposed use. The site

. plan also shows that the propetty features a circular driveway that provides access and egress

through two curb cuts on Be];lair Road.

The proposed assitisted living facility is permitted by right and is not the subject of the
instant request. Rather, the :relief réquested relates to a proposed sign for the subject use. In this
regard, the Petitioners submi;tted_a series of photographs and drawings of the proposed sign. The
sigh will be approximately 5;5 feet tall and 4 feet wide and will advertise the name of the proposed
facility as Ma Maison Senior Assisted Living Facility, with the street address and telephone
number below. The Petitioﬂers also propose illuminating the sign. Photographs of a similar sign
that advertises the law ofﬁceé of Fick and Petty in the Towson area were submitted at the hearing.

The Petitioners offered a number of reasons in support of the variance. First, they noted
that a photographic studio actoss the street features a sign in the front yard which is larger than that
proposed at the subject sitei More importantly, the Petitioners argued that a readily apparent
means of identification of :the site 1s necessary. They indicated that ambulances and othet
emergency vehicles are frequently called to the site to treat the eldetly residents. The Petitioners
believe that the proposed sign is necessary to more readily identify the location of the site and
eliminate confusion and unliecessary delay of treatment. It was also indicated that immediate
neighbots of the property have registered no objection to the proposed sign.

Mzr. Libercci app'%eared on behalf of the Perry Hall Improvement Association and
offered several reasons in opp031t1on to the request He noted that the testimony and evidence
presented by the Petitioners Was not legally sufﬁclent to suppott the request. I agree. As is well
settled, vartance relief can be; granted only if the requirements of Section 307 of the B.C.Z.R. have

been satisfied. Those requirefments have been clarified by the appellate courts of this state, most

notably in Cromwell v. Ward, 102 Md. App. 691 (1995). In Cromwell, the Court of Special
Appeals of Maryland indicateid that variance relief can be granted in Baltimore County only upon a

showing that the subject préperty has a unique characteristic which justifies the need for the

T erajp——_—— —_—— —ma
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Per HaH
- White Marsh

M .r'cmn:'mn Iﬂ:. AR IL Ry TR

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Novenmber 2, 2004

Mr, Rick Danaher
Century 21/Action realty
9431 Belair Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21236

Dear Mr. Danaher:;

The Perry Hall White Marsh Business Association wishes to express their positive support of
your zoning variance for your business sign on Belair Rd.

We hope that our input helps you to obtain the variance, and resolves the matter quickly.

Sincerely,

g G Uisaponc

Lynn Anr Crispens
President

P.O. Box 301 » Perry Hall, MD 21128 = 410-931-0030
www,.phwmniba.org
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Some see
Joppa as
‘inner loop’

Continued from Page A1

times I have been asked for directions and
the sign is right there,” says Donna Spic-
er, executtve director of the Loch Raven
Business Association.

Much of that section of East Joppa lacks
the attractive architecture and landscaping
thatcould draw more customers and make
them feel more welcome, they concluded.

The amount of traftic East Joppa Road
carries s also a problem, according to sev-
cral at the mecting.,

People have begun referring to East
Joppa as “the inner loop of the Beltway,”
vid Loch Raven Village resident Erie
Hadaway.

Now that the new painted lanes on Putty
Hill Road are causing more backups at the
intersection of Putty Hill Road and Gouch-
er. he expects even more traftic on East
Joppa Roud.

As 1t 1s, Kolbe said. 1 go out on my
tront fawn and see cars whizzing by at 55
mph. which 1s twice the speed timit."

Kotbe, Hadaway and other members of
the task force, led by 5th District county

Further
fine-tuning
expected

Cuntinued‘ from Page A1

0 take on the more challenging and
expensive efforts of redeveloping selected
arcas by permitting significant changes in
zoming that allow for both commercial and
residential projects. In exchange for the
Hexibility, developers agree to begin the
development process with a short series of
mntensive  community meetings  called
charrettes,

The redevelopment takes place only
atter the community and the developer
agree on a plan.

“IUs narrow in scope but could bring
cnormous changes to a community,” said
Donna Spicer. a Loch Raven activist.
“That’s the whole purpose of revitaliza-
tton. You're trying to make a big hit out
there,”

The bil}, as introduced. is sponsored by
Live councilmen — Chairman Sam Mox-
ley, Joseph Bartenfelder, Vince Gardina,
Ken Oliver and John Olszewski.

Even though the number of sponsors
represents more than enough votes for
passage. 118 a safe bet the bill will under-
£o some additional fine tuning.

The latest version of the bill contains
several significant changes.

some are based on a 13-point memo
that former county attomey Virginia Barn-
hart’s  presented to the council at a hear-

Walk
raises
funds for
hot line

Continued from Page A1

coordinator of the Maryland Chapter of
the Alzheimer's Association. said money
riaised in this year's walk-a-thon would g0
toward establishing a 24-hour hot line
where Alzheimer's sufferers and their
tumilies and caregivers could get infor-
matton. advice, tips and reterrals specific
to the progressive brain discase,

The Maryland Chapter of the Nation-
al Alzheimer's Discase and Related Dis-
orders Association is located in Timoni-
um. The orgamization ts dedicated to
advancing rescarch on the treatment of
Alzheimer’s and providing support ser-
vices (o the families of those afflicted
with Alzheimer's in Baltimore, Balti-
more County and 17 other Maryland
counticy,

To get more information or to make
donattdns. call 410-561-9099 or 20 to
www.alzegmd.org,

t-mail Bob Allen at ballen@patiex-
€
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planner Kevin Gambrill, have committed
themselves to producing a plan to bring the
center section of Joppa Road up to snuff.

[deas put on the table Oct. 25 included:

» Improvement of signage, perhaps with
some deference to uniformity.

» More speed limit signs and other
devices to slow traffic.

» Introduction of a median strip with an
angled top to discourage panhandlers.

> Grants for facade improvements.

P Cooperative parking arrangements,
perhaps involving the use of parking lots
behind businesses on Loch Raven Boule-
vard.

P Fewer curb cuts through sharing
among businesses.

» Landscaping.

» BEasily navigated crosswalks.

> Tailored visual material showing a
business owner what a particular business
would look like with improvements such as
a new paint, new awnings and landscaping,

When it comes to getting businesses (o

make improvements, “If we can knock on
doors and show visuals, we'll move at a
much faster pace,” Spicer said. “You're
not going to win them all, but it would be
cnough to make a good start.”
. Economic considerations have 1o be a
part of any plan, Kolbe said, because the
majority of businesses on Joppa Road are
small companies.,

“If there are rules put in place that are
too expensive, a fot of businesses cannot

iIng May 17.

Bamhart was one of the people asked
to submiut potential amendments to the
plan.

"I'm pleased to see that most of the
1ssues of concern that were articulated in
May have been addressed in the revised
bill,” Barnhart said.
“It's an important
bill and I encourage
communities  to
read it carefully.”

Some communi-
ty activists said
they had not had a
chance to read the
latest version but
were  willing to
accept Barnhart’s
assessment of the
bill.

Spicer said she
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- Virginia Barnha

EAST JOPPA

Source: County Planning Office

afford the money,” he said.

But improvements could be phased in,
according to Gardina.

The plan, like any of the county’s com-
munity plans, would not have the force of
law, but would act as a guide in future gov-
ernment decisions.

“Once we get this thing together, we’ll
have a strategy to really improve the area.

sensus among the community, developer
and government officials is reached.

CONSENSUS DEFINED

The new version of the bill also clear-
ly defines a consensus.

In prior versions, the concept was neb-
ulous. Activists
like Barnhart
asked the county
to set a benchmark
and make the con-
cept less subjec-
tive,

Now consensus
1s defined as 80
percent of the peo-
ple who attend the
L last of the charrette

U v meetings.
RO o e O’Doherty calls
mg.& the percentage a

Lo
g
.

supports the idea fmrﬁmma{t*yh ~4%%  “mega-majority,”
and  likes the o7 L TR “We wanted to
changes but said iU Lo e s M have more than a
the language .z? - 7% super majority, but
requires a  little ~ =covie oaie e Uupx we  also  under-

“housecleaning.”

FLOATING ZONES

During that May hearing, some activists
questtoned the erasure of current zoning
on properties m a Renaissance District.

The new bill creates the concept of a
floating zone, similar to the Planned Unit
Development zoning already used in the
county,

However, in @ Renaissance District, the
property’s original zoning remains intact
and in force. The floating zoning that
allows mixed-use development does not
“drop down” on a property until a con-

stood that unanim-
Ity was not a practical option,” Q’Dohe-
rty said. T

Some observers said they would like
(o seée onec more change that would allow
proxy voting for community members
who attend the charrette meetings but
cannot make the last one.

The bill addresses another suggestion
made by Barnhart — clearly defining
who can participate in the charrette pro-
cess. The new bill ties the definition to
existing county law that recognizes both
the individual resident and community
associations.
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CORRIDOR STUDY AREA

It won’t be just a document. It will have
an impact,” he said.

In any case, this first session was “a
good start,” Gambrill said. “Obviously, the
area has potential. But we are going to
have to figure out what potential it has.”

E-mail Loni Ingraham ar lingra-
ham@patuxent.com.

ROLE REDUCED

One other notable change is a reduction
of council input.

In previous versions, the council desig-
nated the Renaissance Opportunity District
and then approved the final plan.

The Planning Board removed that final
approval step after hearings this spring.
Some members said the move was
designed to remove politics from the pro-
cess.

In the current version, the Planning
Board is given authority to approve the
final plan.

County officials said leaving final

~approval of a plan to the Planning Board

had to do with preventing potential legal
problems and was not about a political
move to reduce council authority.

The council may seek to change this pro-
cedure or insert council oversight, accord-
ing to Council Chairman Sam Moxley.

Moxley pointed to recently revised PUD
regulations that give the council input at the
beginning and end of the process.

The council will discuss the bill at its
Nov. 23 work session. A vote will be taken
at the council’s Nov. 29 meeting,

Moxliey said a public hearing on the bill,
similar to one held in May, is not likely.
Instead, the public will be allowed to tes-
tify on the bill after the Nov. 15 council
legislative session and at the hearing Nov.

23.

"I think there has been seven or eight
public hearings on this bil},” Moxley said.
“So, we’ve had a lot if input, and we’ll
have some more.”

E-mail Bryan P. Sears at

bsears@patuxent.com.
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A planned Walgreens drugstore on
York Road at the city line wiil not
incfude a drive-thru window.

In u victory for York Road commu-
nity groups, Walgreens backed off that
plan and another to use nearby green
space tor parking.

[nstead, the chain will build the
store as allowed by current zoning,
without having to seek special excep-
tions from the Baltimore City Zoning
board.

"We're going to do it as a matter of
nght,” an official close to the devel-
opers of the store said recently. He
requested anonymity because the pro-
ject has been contentious.

The chain also will build the drug-
store closer to the road, so it lines up
with other businesses fronting the
road, in another concession to com-
munity leaders and city planners,

However, in a disappointment to
residents,  Walgreens  abandoned
design plans to make the building
more acsthetically pleasing. The plans
now call for a traditional brick build-
ing with metal awnings.

Walgreens and the competing chain
Eckerd are planning to open stores
opposite each other in the 6300 block
of York Road.

The Walgreens store would be on
the east side of York at Walker Ave-
nue, just south of Panera Bread. The
store would anchor a small strip cen-
ter that, in recent years, has housed at
one time or another a deli and butcher
shop. a coffee shop, a produce market,
a hubcap store, a bicycle shop and a
pharmacy.
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Eckerd would be across the street,
on the west side of York at Gittings
Avenue in a spot where the SuperFresh
supermarket, Merchants auto and tire
center and a dry cleaner used to be.

Eckerd and Walgreens would be the
ninth and 10th drug stores in the
stretch of York Road from Govans to
Towson. Critics say :he corridor is
becoming a “Pharmxy Row.” But
there is a potentially Hg market, with
nearby communities like Evesham
Park, Lake-Evesham, Lake Walker,
Bellona-Gittings, Cedircroft, Stone-
leigh and Anneslie. Ir the communi-
ties of Cedarcroft, Fellona-Gittings
and Lake-Evesham aone, there are
2,000 households, -acording to Lake
Walker Community Association Pres-
ident Janet Abramovit, |

The aging commercial and residen-
tral corridor has received a lot of atten-
tion lately. The York Road Partnership
1 working with the city to revitalize

the corridor with a better class and mix
of businesses.

~ atodds on York Road store

Residents who live east and west of

York Road didn’t want either Eckerd
or Walgreens, but say Eckerd at least
has done a good job of reaching out to
community groups during the zoning
process.

If Walgreens had done the same,
“they could have had the place built by
now,” with the blessing of surrounding
communities, said Jason Canapp, pres-
ident of the York Road Partnership.

Walgreens’ decision not to take
green space for parking “was a big win
for the community,” Canapp said.

But with the chain reverting to its
oniginal design plan, “it’s going to
look like your standard Walgreens,”
Canapp said. -

“A drugstore was not our first
choice,” said Abramovitz, whose Lake
Walker association represents 775
households. But she said she IS SOITY
that the opportunity was lost to make
the building more visually striking,

She 1s especially displeased with
plans for a 26-foot-tall sign for the
store, calling it “hideous signage.”

She said the building, “is certainly
not going to look at home in this newly
redeveloped York Road area.”

Criticism has died down and
Canapp said, “I think many residents
are resigned to it.”

But Abramovitz said there could be
a consumer backlash against a Wal-
greens.

“It’s unlikely people in the commu-

_nity are going to patronize a business

that in effect has flipped us the bird,”
she said.
E-mail Larry Perl at Iperl@patux-

ent.com.
e
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Continued from Page A1

prior to the election, as required in the
contract,

McDaniel said elections officials are
not planning to use the fire company
again anyway.

“I'm just happy to be out of there. It’s
just one less load of baloney for us to
deal with,” McDaniel said.

—Bryan P. Sears

Insurance company moves
30 jobs to Owings Mills

Harleysville Insurance Co. has relo-
cated a regional office from Howard
County to Redland Court off Red Run
Boulevard in Owings Mills.

The office, part of a Pennsylvania-
based insurance company that has been
in Maryland since 1983, employs 30 peo-
ple.

The office offers insurance through
agents to small and mid-sized businesses
in Delaware, Maryland and the District of
Columbia.

County Executive James Smith visited
the Harleysville office Nov. 9 as part of
a series of visits to companies around the
county. Smith also has visited BD Diag-
nostics, AAI, Lockheed Martin and Shire
Pharmaceutical. .

— Virginia Terhune

Business association
could form in Lansdowne

The creation of a business association
for Lansdowne and the surrounding area
was a hot topic at the most recent meet-
ing of the Greater Baltimore Highlands
Lansdowne Riverview Alliance.

Brenda Hamney, co-director of the alli-
ance, announced Nov. 3 that her group is
looking to form a business association to
promote and assist local businesses.

“We feel that we need a business asso-
ciation,” Harney said. “We’re really look-
ing forward to getting this started. It’s
going to be an asset to the community.”

The first president of the group will be
Lansdowne business owner Kelly Don-
Kin, who recently opened Big Daddy’s
sub shop and gas station on Hammonds
Ferry Road.

In other news, alliance co-director
Theresa Lowry and Hammey announced
that Citizens Planning and Housing Asso-
ciation is making progress in helping
county residents come up with a com-
munity plan for the greater Lansdowne
— Michele D. Manigauit

Founder of Perry Hall

honored with bridge

The Maryland Department of Trans-
portation and the Maryland Transporta-
tion Commission dedicated the Route 1
bridge over the Great Gunpowder Falls
to Harry Dorsey Gough, founder of
Perry Hall, on Nov. 9.

Also dedicated was the Md. 7 bridge
over the Great Gunpowder Falls to the
historic “Long Calm” section of Gun-
powder River, Before 1692, it was used
as a ford.

Both bridges will have signs with their
NewW names.

There will also be a sign at the
entrance to the state park with a descrip-
tion of the historic value of the Long
Calm Bridge, said Fran Ward of State
Highway Administration.

— Staff

Et cetera

P Shareholders in the Columbia-based
Rouse Co., which owns Owings Mills
Mall, Towson Town Center and White
Marsh Mall, approved the sale of their
company Nov. 9 to Chicago-based Gener-
al Growth Properties Inc.

P United Industrial Corp., which owns
AAI Corp. in Hunt Valley, reported net
income of $7.4 million, 56 cents per dilut-
ed share, for the three months ended Sept.
30, up from net losses of $14 million,
$1.03 per diluted share, for the same peri-
od a year before, Net sales were $98.7 mil-
lion, an increase of 43 percent from the
third quarter of 2003.

» The US. Small Business Administra-
tion’s Baltimore office is accepting nomi-
nations for its Small-Business Person of
the Year award through Nov. 19. For nom-
ination criteria, call Rache! Howard at 410-
962-6795, Ext. 319, or go to
www.sba.gov/md or

> A new State Employees Credit Union
branch has opened at 7906 Rossville Blvd.

» Dr. Carol Newill has leased 1,447 square
feet of space from Yorkdale L/P in York
at Terracedale, 7801 York Road in Tow-
son. Leasing agents were William Whitty
Jr. and Matt Mueller of MacKenzie Com-
mercial Real Estate Services.

» Nottingham Properties Inc. has leased
1,160 square feet of space from Bio-Med-
ical Applications of Maryland Inc. in the
White Marsh Professional Center, 7939
Honeygo Blvd. in White Marsh. The leas-
ing agent was William Whitty Jr. of
MacKenzie Commercial Real Estate Ser-
vices,

— Staff

f] N2
N e
e '
£} {1;"!
E"""" f‘fi £ i:;{:':
Hi'j:i . I:IJ
L35 verd
i~} “wrras
E!:I AN
SR
Xooo b
A 1 i
¥ GE

s (1L { .
A F[L, v
3D e ':'-f' !
?l_': 111- i-#: “1 1-5' "
o S5 0 T
" pral

I PP
Wb, i
#03 Dple g

PR
BUSINESS

IN BRIEF

L

The latest business news
Jrom the county and state

Democrats prepare

for special session

ANNAPOLIS The
House Democratic caucus is
prepared for a special legisla-
tive session on medical mal-
practice insurance, in case |
Gov. Robert Ehrlich isn’t.

House Speaker Michael
Busch circulated a petition at
a closed-door meeting Nov. 9
that could force Ehrlich to call
a special session.

By law, only the govemor
has the power to call a special |
session, but he is*required to
convene the General Assem-
bly if a majprity
bers of both chambers petition
to do so and agree on a date. |

Busch said he hopes it
won’t come to that.

“A special session called by
the Senate President and the
House is really a last solu- l
tton,” Busch said. “Ideally the

~governor would bring this
issue to fruition.”

The petition did not include E
a date, but Busch told House
members they should prepare

| to retumn to Annapolis at the
end of November or the
beginning ot December.

l — Capital News Service

Quest to expand
in Owings Mills

Quest International Fla-
vors plans to spend $5.3 mil-
lion to add 1,400 square feet
to its warehouse space on
Cronhill Drive in Owings
Mills, said Fronda Cohen,
spokeswoman for the county
Department of Economic
Development. '

The company, which
employs 106 people, makes
flavorings for kosher food,
Kool Aid and other products.

It occupies 80,000 square
feet on Painters Mill Road
and 24,000 square feet on
Cronbhill Drive, |

Quest, based in the Neth-
erlands, has been operating in
Maryland since 1986. The
Owings Mills facilities gen-
| erate revenue of $73 million
a year, Cohen said. |

Quest is a division of ICI
in the United Kingdom.

— Virginia Terhune

Election judges
‘screwed up’

The president of the Glyn-
don Volunteer Fire Company
s firing back at reports that he
gave elections judges the
bum’s rush and locked them
out of the building shortly
after the polls closed Nov. 2.

Ted Schultz said he helped
judges clean the room that was
used and collect folding chairs
while judges packed up the
machines. He denied chasing
elections officials out of the
building and said one judge
even hugged him as she left.

"It was their (judges) that
screwed up,” Schultz said.
“They didn’t take the cards
from the machines.” |

Elections director Jaqueline
McDantel said Schultz has a
reputation of being grumpy
with elections officials, and
that she stood by the stories
from her judges. She conced-
ed, however, that judges
should have taken the cards
from the machines.

Schultz said members of
the fire department’s board
voted before the election to
stop renting to the Board of
Elections because the station
does not have an area where
the machines can be locked

Continued on Page A8
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Plan for ‘rundown’ section due in 20053

BY LONI INGRAHAM

By next summer, the Baltimore'

County Planning Office will have’
- says.

a plan in place to right what is’

- wrong about the rest of East Joppa
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Road.

East Joppa Road locks great
west of Goucher Boulevard, points
out Stephen Kolbe, who owns a
computer store in the 1800 block
of the busy thoroughfare.

And since Phase 1 of the East
Joppa Road Corridor Community
Plan, which called for improve-
ments to East Joppa Road east of
Perring Parkway, was completed
two years ago, the Perry Hall end

MORRIS MEADOVYS HOSTS
VETERANS APPRE(IATION DAY

B MAP, PAGE A8

of East Joppa Road looks great, he

But,-in the middle, where his
store i5 located, it’s just “so run-
down.” =~ - .

. “Indeed, the East Joppa Road
commercial’ corridor between

- Goucher- Boulevard and Perring
Parkway has an overabundance of
unattractiveness, according to Sth
'Digtrict.-Cﬂuncilmﬂn Vince Gardi-
na, who asked the Baltimore
County Planning Office to come
up with a plan to improve that
stretch.

Morris Meadows, a recreation par” k and museum in Free-
land, held its annual Veterans Appretiation Day Nov. 7.

- About 300 people — half of then? Velerans — attended,
estimated Lorraine Mapp, a Morris W€adows employee and
a member of the Veterans Appreciaft!on Day committee.

An hourlong ceremony included @ color guard, a bugler
and bagpiper, and talks by several vterans, Mapp said.

Above, Robert Mullan looks oveT @ collection of medi-
cal supplies from World War 1. |

Right, Korean War veteran VinctNt Krepps talks with
Terri Allen. Krepps said he was Sullfpﬂﬂfﬁfil Lo learn ‘thut a
mﬂtﬂrcycle On dl‘iplﬂy came from ﬂhe unit with which he
served. |

The Morris Meadows Historic Freservation Museum

includes military items from 1632 tc® the present. B
— Stafy .
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Millard “Hap™ Cursey, admin-
cstrator of the Holly Hill Munor
Jssisted living facility in Towson,
oftered employees a dare.

It led to him wearing purple
thiI”.

"1 did it to encourage my staff
a!nd their family members to get
ifivolved with donations to the
(@reater Maryland Chapter of)
T_he Alzheimer’s Association,
which we’ve supported for a fong
tiime,” Cursey said. “The sugges-
;/on was made that if I did this we

STAFF PHOTO BY NICOLE MARTYN

Millard ‘Hap’ Curse promised
to dye his hair purple if his
staff raised $2,000 for charity.

The task force of residents and.

business people that Gardina and
the Planning Office convened to
handle the job is working on what
has been dubbed Phase II of the
East Joppa Road Cerridor Study.

In the group’s first real brain-
storming session Oct. 25, they con-
cluded this section of East Joppa is
too much, as in too much speeding
traffic, too much ugliness, too
many curb cuts and too much sign
clutter.

“There is such'a clutter of signs
that 1 can’t tell you how many

See SOME SEE JOPPA AS
'INNER LOOP’ Page A8
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He has a head

for promotion A3 _~
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STAFF PHOTO BY NCOLE MARTYN

A car enters East Joppa Road near Loch Raven Boulevard.

County planners characterize this
cluttered with commercial signs.

section as congested and
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Staff raises $2.400 on ‘Memory Walk’

could raise some additional
money.”

Last month, a team of Holly
Hill Manor employees met their
boss’s challenge — and then
some,

Cursey promised he’d get out

the purple hair spray if his team

raised $2,000 by participating in "

the Greater Maryland Alzheimer’s
Association Chapter’s annual
“"Memory Walk™ walk-a-thon.
Holy Hill Manor raised $2,400 in
the Oct. 17 event, which was held
at Goucher College and raised a
total of more than $80,000.

. Caed e s s et e P e
- T - B o

alr on a dare

Cursey made good on his prom-
1se. On the moming of Nov. 3, he
went to work early with the pur-
ple spray so he could show off his
new “do” at Holly Hill’s annual
employee appreciation luncheon.

When asked how long he was
golng to keep the purple look,
Cursey replied without hesitation.

“Until tonight ... . It’s supposed
to wash out. Meanwhile, I'm not
planning on running around town
or anything like that.”

Alzheimer’s afflicts
84,000 people statewide.

Kelly Meltzer, special events

about

See WALK RAISES FUNDS
FOR HOT LINE Page A8
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Testimony
stil allowed

BY BRYAN P. SEARS

A plan to revitalize older areas
of the county is moving toward a
final County Council vote. |

The revised Renaissance Rede-
velopment Pilot Program bili
addresses community activists’
concerns raised during a council
hearing earlier this year, according
te Damian O’Doherty, special
assistant to County Executive
James Smith.

“We made some technical and
legal changes in order to resolve
concerns raised during the coun-
cil’s public hearing,” O’Doherty
said. “This is a big idea with a fair-
ly narrow scope.”

The plan is to entice developers

See FURTHER FINE-TUNING EXPECTED
Page A8
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Board
supports
building
Red Line

Continued from Page A1

plan. it approved. would extend trom 2006
until 2030 State officials estimate that
heeded  transportation Improvements  in
Marviand surpass expected tinancing by
>27 hillion 10 $30 billjon over that period.

That shorttall could have g brg impact
O commuters,

Even if governments complete all the
projects recommended in Transportation
2030, the amount of time that areqy high-
wavsare congested ecach day would jump
trom 12,4 pereent currentty to 23.8 per-
centan 2030, the board projected. Mean-
while, the amount of time rterial roads,
such s Rewsterstown Road and York
Road. are congested cach day 15 expect-
cd to swell from 4 pereent to 105 per-
vent.

Regina Aris. a spokeswoman for the
board, said the Lrowing congestion is
fucled by two factors — 4 14 percent
annual growth rate in the rCgION’s popu-
lation and the number of vehicles owned
by cach houschold. In 2001, 94 pereent
of suburban houscholds in the Baltimore
region had at least vne vehicle, whtle 2()
pereent had at least three, she said.

The average vehicle aecupancy s also
capected to remain constang through 2030
atone person per car for work-related trips
and 1.4 tor others, the board reported,

“There is no place in the United States
of Americi, no matter how transit-friend-
v that the VMTs cvehicle miles traveled
per davy are decreasing.”™ Forrest said.
"What we are Irving to do is cut into the
ale of erease.”

The region needs to complete a mix
Mohishway and mass transt projects,
spectdly the Red Line, to meet trans-
ortation needs. he said.

Yet Forrest said sotne recommended
rajedts may not he completed on time,
he construction of the 1-795 mterchange
U Doliteld Bouleviard has been the
OUNLY 'S top transportation prionity for

VC o six vears, he said. The state pro-
vtohowever, has not vet secured fund-
'Z ormet Key planning requirements.

“Iwill be very surprised of 1t is built
rtore 200057 he spid,

However, Forrest. who has worked In
sportation planning for 44 vears, said
¢ Balumore region overal] s doing a
wd Job at H]L‘C[i[lf._.l transportation needs,

“This s a bold statement for e, but
cre really 't a trattic problem or a
porLation problem in the Baltimore

on T Forrest said,

Baltimore does no cxpenence the kind

INICNSe congestion seen i of her major

nerean cities, and most penods of con-

stion on Baltimore roads are ripgered
accwdents, he said,

Arca roads, he sid. are crowded and

netmies clogged, but rarely experience

molute bumper-to-bumper eridlock.™

That 15 one of the reasons why there

o significant demand for (Mass)

IR he said, hecanse there IS Nne

rridmg 1ssue that s driving people out

heir cars. ™

he board plans (o hold 4 public hear-

on the Transportation J03() plan at

Ppome Novo 1S ar 2700 Lighthouse

wbast third floor, Baltimore. The

s scheduled to vole on the final
wi Dec. 14

-trvaetd [ Strevwhridee ar stron-
e pattexent . com

THE BACK

‘They’re
creatures
of habit’

Continued from Page A1

Many in the group went to high school
together, and now they live in Pikesville.

“We just come here to shoot the breeze
and talk politics,” says Ned Levy. “And we
all stick it to each other. Ribs and Jibs.”

Everyone’s a comedian in this bunch,
constantly making wisecracks and jokes
across the table at one another,

“It's called Alzheimer's,” says Ed Han-
Kin, teasing a friend. “He goes to Starbucks
and thinks he’s in Guatemalg.™

“We only let him in on Friday morn-
Ings,” replies Dave Katz. “That's the only
time he showers.”

Some of them work part time, others
are retired, and some, says Glen Marks,
“Just work their mouths.”

While they come for a few laughs and
fresh bagels, Ron Shapiro says there’s one
thing about being at Joan and Gary's that
stands above the rest.

“The best part about coming here is the
camaraderie.” he says.

Suburban  House Restaurant at 911
Reisterstown Road has been a fixture of
Pikesville’s downtown scenery for over 40
years.

And so have some of its customers.

"Some come in every day,” says cuash-
ler Ceil Leonard. Her shiny gray hair com-
plements the sparkle from her round-
framed glasses. Leonard has worked the
cash register at Suburban House for count-
less years (the owners Joke she came with
the property).

But she’s good for their business. She
adds a personal touch. Customers are “just
like family. When they don’t come in for
a while, we miss ‘em and wonder what
happened,” she says.

Customers call the restaurant’s fare
Jewish—stylt: food. Joe Stowe, one of the
OWNETS, says they 've found their niche and
dre sticking to it. That philosophy. he says,

Is what keeps them coming back,
“It’s a meeting place,” he Says,

Fred Frank and Herman Schwartz, both
of Pikesville, exchanged hellos one partic-
ular Sunday morning. The two grew up

Continued from Page A1

YOu going to do all day while I'm at work?" recalls Altman.
It took him no time at all to find a way to pass the time,
Armed with a book 3 Copy of the daily newspaper and a

smail portable radio, he settled Into an overstuffed chair at 2

bustling coffeehouse.

"I spent the entire day there {and) watched the changing

scenery.”

Altman decided what worked tn Minnesota, could eastly

Continued from Page A1

eeds a permanent location for the arca’s
cold weather shelter and year-round facil-
Lties 1o serve the homeless,

Other problems identified during the
pancl discussion included lottering and
lack of curbs, sidewalks and gutters on
portions of Sulphur spring Road and the
burning issue of 4 location tor a commu-
nity center in Arbutus,

-_—

eaction
urprises
print

ued from Page At

Proposed cell tower in a residential
Instead of g strictly commercial areq.
» posttion it 40 and 125 and 30 feet,
tvely, trom 1010 Frederick Roud’s

castand south boundaries. mstead of

0 feet required by Jaw
SLounty zomng commissioner or his
would have conducted public
2 betore dectding the case, allowing
>nterested to voice an opinion.
unung. tncorrectly, that the revised
as bound by the same zonin & Testric-
Wasmund waited in vain for notice
Ibirc hearing.
ording to zoning regulations. estah.
by the County Council in 90X,
»dntennas, being no more than 5
th or three feet across, are permit-
the Knights of Columbus butlding
e
T mind what Wasmund or some of
hhors would have preterred, such
T M requiring no fake chimney
1se the antennas,
und agreed, saving that, at 10 feet,
chimney won't match the Knights
Imbus™ tw cxisting, authentie
N
uld be out of proportion with the
0. which are about three or tour
“he said,

“But another concern is what material
they use for it and whether ity main-
tauned,™ he said, noting also the unwanted
addition of “commercial things in an area
We e trving 1o Keep residentiz].

Sprint public relations manager Lisa
Ihde said last week that she. oo, was sur-
prised -— by such g negative reaction.

“This was a solution that we felt was
£0Ing 1o be a win-win.™ she sawd. noting
that the location would improve Sprint's
wircless phone coverage for the Catons-
ville area while the chimney design would
fit the setting.

“We specifically designed this site 1o
blend in and to not disturh the historic look
and feel of thiy neighborhood and this
building. she said,

The plan was announced 1o the commu-
mty this summer via e-mujl. using the Old
Catonsville Neighborhood  Association'
clectronic list service. according to lhde.

“We're never ryIng 1o surprise anybody
OF spring anything on commumnity,” she
sand.

Responses (o the dnnouncement were
mixed., but included “nothing terribly neg-
ative,” she said.

“From our perspective, s one of those
Cases where you think voure dotng every-
thing right and creating a solution that s
£oIng to i she sajd,

First District Councitnuan Sam Moxlew
sild he was [ooking into the Z0ning regu-
fations on cel] factliies, which he hud
thought provided for publtc hearing in
cases of rooftop antenna stallation.

Requests for comment from the Knights
of Columbus went unanswered.

E-mail Marcia Ariey
fraticcent com,

i mamey @

and Gary’s Bagels.

http:llwww.thejeﬂarso_nian.com
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From left, Ned Levy, Irv Deane, Eddie Hankin, Eddle Ehudin, Staniey Engel and Mike Davig gather at Joan

together and went to rival high schools,
Forest Park and City,

“Look how good you look!” Frank

teased Herman. “Has he been a good
boy?” he asked Herman's wife.

Herman and his wife, Judie, come to
Suburban House every Sunday,

Bettye and Norman Steinberg, of Pikes-
ville, have been coming to Suburban
House since the 1960,

"It stands alone,” says Norman, whose
favorite dishes include lox and bagels and
blueberry blintzes,

Bettye says every visit is like a home-

coming.

“We never come here when we don’t
meet people we went to high school with
or people we haven’t seen for years,” she
Says.

At CI’s Restaurant the theme is tamily,
and rightly so, since the restaurant has been
a family business since _its inception 28
years ago, |

“No corporation stuff here,” says Gary

~ Thls seit-p
er armthair

fee cup “filled with the freshest regular coffee,” he says. In
the other hand is his trademark, portable ragio.
‘I get NPR news every hour,” he says, hoiding the radio -

up to his ear,

able chairs,” he sa

Smith hears suggestions for a bett

Calling her neighborhood the “most
heglected portion of Sulphur Spring
Road.™ Dorothy Briscoe said that the 1100
block needs curbs, sidewalks and gutters
Installed immediately.

“You can’t walk in our area because
there are no stdewalks.” said Briscoe, who
partictpated in the panel discussion. “Chul-
dren on their way to Arbutus Middle have
to walk i the street. [ hold my breath every
time I see them dodge traffic.”

While people from the Huntsmoor
neighborhood restated their objection to a
conimunity center in their neighbornood,
several Relay residents offered up their
community as a possible home for the $1.8
mullion center.

"We have heen working since 1991 to
£et the county to consider buying the Julio
property,” suid Gina Hrybrk, referring to
23 ucres of undeveloped land near Clarke
Avenue in Relay.

“We've been through three county exec-
utives on this issue,” Hrybrk said. “We ve
asked for fields for our kids or senior hous-
Ing. Huntsmoore doesn’t want the center,
but we say, *Give it to us."”

Complaints
flooding
county

Continued from Page A1

The complaints come from all over the
county.

Several community activists fold the
county Planning Board about their storm
drain problems during an Oct, 7 capital
budget input meeting,

Stephen Showers, a resident of Trappe
Lane near Bellong Avenue, joked that
[tooding had become such an issue that he
Joined the neighborhood’s bucket brigade.

Figures for complaints in 2004 are not
yet avatlable, according to David Fidler, a
spokesman for the county Department of
Public Works.

work here, Today, Aitman is most ikely to be the first parson
you se8Whar you walk into the & '
| Claimed cotféetiouss,
éar the door, He's usij
shirt, jeans, white sneakers and blue military baseball cap.

The retired officer stops in his favorite hangout at ieast
three times a week, where he enjoys coffee and indulges in
a few moist, bueberry muffins.

"I don't think in alf of Baltimore they have more comfort-
, Stroking the smooth, brown leather, “It's
a poor man's Suburban {Country) Clyb.”

Altman has tried other Jocal coffeeshops, but he doesn’t

Sanders, one of three brothers who own
CJ’s, located at 10117 Reisterstown Road
in Owings Mills,

The restaurant, known for its crabs, is
named for Gary, Terry and Jeff’s parents,
Charlie and Jean, who started the restau-
rant. -

Milton and Al Zlatin, brothers who lLive
inOWingsMiHs,havebeenpatmmsince |
CF’s opened. - L

“We’ve been eating crabs every Tues-
day night for the last 35 years,” Milton
says, 28 of them at CJ's, -

“People think after Labor Day. crabs are
over,” says Al, as he sips his crab soup.
“But they’re not! It's the best time.”

Most of the waitresses know the Zlatin
brothers pretty well.

One particular evening, waitress Betty
Bopst slides a tray piled high with hot, Old
Bay encrusted crabs to the veleran crab-

“I pl;euy much know what they want
when they walk in,” Bopst says with a

#us- Seattle’s Best.

in a polo

about politics, -

smile. “They’re creatures of habit.”

Chris Frantz and Eddie Toulan are also
CJ’s regulars. The two work together and -
come 1 for an after-work drink and con-
versation. | -

"“You never have to wait for a beer when
Liz i3 bartending,” he says of Liz Betskoff,
who has been bartending at CJ's for seven
years. “She’s got a sixth sense for it.”

Buck Sevil, who works in the Kitchen,
likes to tease the group. | |

“Take a picture and come back tomor-
row,” he says. “The same five people will
be here.” u .

That doesn’t bother Betskoff, though.

She’s glad to have such a picasant crowd

of regulars. |
“We all argue, but we al] get along,”
Betskoff says. |

Sounds just like family — as it should .

in hangouts that are more Jike homes
away from home., -

E-mail Lisa Rosato at Irosato@patux-

- ent.com. |

like the frenzied atmosphere.
ina Bl feath g ft’l;hes;oﬁlﬁ?t.mg
G “ﬂ . - s‘ } fi-r .;ﬂ;;.ui?_.;'n:-_=.,..,.,.:,;,;;..s; He . wdinis RPN H i
skl  “This place has rrare eceentrics ™ ha says. “if you fike i‘ﬁﬁ
gling, this is the hest place,”
He's developeq a number of close friendships with ather
customers and isn't afraid to start conversations, especially

vorite hahgout In Seattie’s Best. For him,

_Sean Rogan, the coffeehouse manager, doesn't mind Alt-

mans patronage. He said Altman adds to the moad of his

coffeehouse, especially when he starts discussing politics.
“It makes for.an interesting cacophony,” says Rogan.

Seattle’s Best works perfectly for Altman. He says the for-

After the panel discussion, Smith took
the floor to offer solutions for some of the
problems he heard.

On the issue of cut-through traffic,
Smith said, “That’s something we can
work on.” He promised that county staff
will work with neighbors to identify prob-
lem streets and appropriate street signs.

A more diverse business district?

The county can help with that. too, said
Smith, who said the county’s economic
development office will work with com-
munity leaders to attract new businesses to
the area.

As for church bake sales and other food-
related events sponsored by nonprofits,
Smith advised that as long as the events are
not advertised to the public, there is no need
to worry about kitchen licensing regulations,

"It you advertise that you are serving
food to the public, you have to have a cer-
tified kitchen,” Smith said.

The issue is that a lot of people have
gotten sick and some have died. The state
has said that all counties have to adopt reg-

ulations that are consistent with their stan-
dards.”

higher still, maybe approaching 1,000,
because some calls g0 to other county
departments. |

But the county’s explanation doesn’t
wash with some.

Lewis said she knows the cause of her
trouble. It’s as clear as the map she has that
shows all the storm drains that feed into the
one running near her home.

When she moved there in 1955, only a
few homes were on the line running
between her home and her neighbor.

But development has increased the
amount of water flowing through the drain.
The problems, once sporadic, became
more frequent.

"It seems like they just keep building up
and building up and (the drain) can’t take
it,” Lewis said.

Nancy Worden Horst, executive direc-
tor of the Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland
Improvement Association, agreed. She
said county officials need to consider the
effects of additional housing in established

ever-changing scenery is what chases away loneliness and

keeps him going. o
“t think it's added a few yéars to my life,” he says.
E-mail Lisa Rosato at Irosato@patuxent com.

er Arbutus

Smith said the county offers free certi-
fication classes and is allowing churches

and nonprofit agencies up to a year to get

their kitchens certified.

“The government has a responsibility to
protect people from getting sick,” Smith
said. “T know it’s difficult, but we're mak-
Ing progress,”

Smith’s community meetings were part
of an election pledge to visit communities
and talk monthly with neighbors, Arbutus
is the ninth community to participate in the
roundtable talks. -

The panel of participants included Paula
Wolfe, president of the Greater Arbutus
Community Alliance; Vince Orlando,
Arbutus Business and Professional Asso-
ciation president; Gina Hrybrk, Relay
Community Association president; Marge
Scholl, Arbutus Middle Schnul.principal;
Dick Goodwin, pastor, St. Stephen church:
Dorothy Briscoe, a member of the Cow-
densville Community Association, and Joe
Kinsey, president of the Halethorpe
Improvement Association.

E-mail Michele D. Manigault at mman-
igault@patuxent.com

Fidler said the 2003 figures could be

neighborhoods before
light for construction.

“I always think of it as ‘be good to your
neighbors’,” she said, “When you build
here, these people were here first ”

Fidler did not dismiss development as a
contributing factor. In some cases, engi-
heers are fighting development guidelines
that were in place 50 years ago, he said.

“There’s a tendency to think that ajl 5Ys-
tems will work perfectly all the time, . it’s
complicated,” Fidler said. “It’s an aging sys-
tem and development and weather change.
It’s often hard to pinpoint the exact cause.”

Fidler said county engineers respond to
every complaint,

“If it is a county problem, it does take a
couple of years to come up with a plan and
get it going,” Fidler said.

T don’t think there’s a sjlver bullet,”
Fidler said. “You have to take each prob-
lem as it comes.”

giving the green

E-mail  Bryan. P Sears  at

bsears@patuxent.com.
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Elsewhere in

the county, the

The Baltimore Regional Trans-
portation Board’s new long-range
plan calls for spending $6.6 bil-
lion to widen the Beltway and
Interstate 95; expanding thor-
oughfares in Owings Miils, Tow-
son and Perry Hall; and building
a new subway line from Security
Boulevard to Fells Point.

But even with these projects —
and others — the board predicts

icantly by 2030.

The board, which guides trans-
portation planning for the area,
including Anne Arundel, Carroll,
Harford and Howard counties,
released its draft “Transportation
2030” plan Oct. 8.

Craig  Forrest, Baltimore
County’s top transportation plan-
ner, sard the document closely
reflects the county’s priorities for
transportation projects; more than

captial projects in the county,’

The plan calls for adding {tW©
lanes to 195 South from Initer-
state 095 to the Howard Cout"ty
line, and adding two lanes to the
Beltway from 1-95 South up the
west side of the Beltway to 95
North. |

In the Owings Mills area, it /€S-
ommends widening ReistersioiWn
Road between St. Thomas I A0€
and Owings Mills Boulevard frO™

.............
....

Ing a new Interstate 795 inter-
change at Dolfield Boulevard by
2010 and extending Red Run
Boulevard to McDonogh Road by
2025. It also proposes extensive
hiking and biking trails in the area
— one from Glyndon through
Owings Mills Town Center to
Gwynn QOak Park, another trom
Gwynns Falls, near the city line,
to Soldiers Delight Natural Envi-
ronment Area on Deer Park Road.

plan calls for

widening York
Road from Ridgely Road to
Caven Drive from four lanes to
five, realigning Paper Miil Road
from York Road to Hunters Run
Road, widening Perry Hall
Boulevard from Rossville Boule-
‘vard to Honeygo Boulevard from
two lanes to four, and widening
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The master plan also recoms-
mends constructing Metro’s pro-
posed Red Line from the Securi-
ty Boulevard area to Fells Point
— a $2 billion project — by
2015.

By law, the board must restrict
Its recommended projects to
match expected transportation
budgets, Forrest said. The current

Klausmier Road from Gunview

Road to Belajr Rnac! from
lanes to four.
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BY LISA ROSATD No matter what kind of estab-
" | lishment it may be, hangouts usu-

On  “Seinfeld” there was ally have some things in common;
Monk’s coffee shop. the service is friendly and efficient,
On “Friends,” the gang gath-  the food or drink they offer is good
ered at Central Perk. and it’s located near home or work.
“Cheers” was named after, and Here are three well-known

even based on the concept of, a
quintessential neighborhood bar
- where everybody knows your

name,

and local favorites.

*Our business
BY MICHELE D. MANIGAULT

Hangouts come in many differ-
ent forms, from breakfast stops
where you grab coffee and Danish,
to Junch joints, greasy spoons and
restaurants offering comfort food

establishments along Reisterstown
Road. It’s no secret why many

locals cali these hangouts home..

BAGELS WITH BUDDIES

It’s 10 a.m. at Joan and Gary’s
Original Bagel Co. at 1496 Reis-
terstown Road. Most of the break-
fast crowd has left, except for a
rowdy table of older gentleman

district is nice if you are into

Other panelists agreed.

 Arbutus needs less traffic and more
diversity in its businesses, residents told
County Executive Jim Smith at his

roundtable discussion Oct. 20.

Neighbors said that Arbutus’ proxim-
ity to major interstate highways is great
for commuters, but terrible for local
roads, which are often clogged with driv-

ers from out of the area.

“Because we’re so convenient, we see
a lot of cut-through traffic,” said Paula
Wolf, president of the Greater Arbutus

Community Alliance.

We also see a lot of cut-through traf-
fic,” said Gina Hrybrk, a Relay resident
who heads that area’s community asso-

clation.

free to speak out.

use more diversity.”

whose lively banter rises above the
clatter of the open kitchen.

~ “They’re here everyday tifl 11
a.m.,” says Debbie Anderson.

Anderson been bringing this group’
bagels for five years. “They're the

last to leave.” . |
The group has been meeting at
Joan and Gary’s, in Pikesville, for

- the past 10 years, almost every

pizza,’ alliance presidentt says

Dick Goodlin, pastor of St Stephen
church, said the biggest proolem facing
area churches is a confusin® S€t of new
county regulations govern'f& ¢hurch

Close to 200 people attended the
problem-solving session held at Arbutus
Middle School. After a panel discussion
and comments by Smith, nei ghbors were

“Our business district is nice jf you
are into pizza,” Wolf said, adding that
the business district includes at least four
pizza restaurants. “But I think we could

momming from 9:30 to. 11 a.m.

“They’re sweet, particular old
men,” Anderson says of the

group, which usually numbers
between 10 to 15 people:

See ‘THEY’RE CREATURES OF HABIT’
Page AB

Arbutus group wants economic diversity

kitchens.

“The codes are not made yWith Chm‘th'
€s 1n mind,” said Goodlin, wfll?“ heac!? 'p
the Arbutus Ministerial Ajfliance. “We
never know when we are in'
tions and out of the regulatic®"S:

In addition to clarnty on ch urch klmfh'
¢n codes, Goodlin said the (€OMmMunity

See SMITH HEARS suauesru:l";s FOR A
BETTER ARBUTUS Page

Watching the changing scenery

BY LISA ROSATO

From his cozy leather armchair
at Seattfe’s Best Coffee in Pikas-
ville, Jerry Altman has seen reyp-
lons between old friends and
mothers with their children enjoy-
g a coffee break. He even had a
fesiow customer tell him about 3
weekend at a nudist colony.

According to Altman, this is
typical of a coffeehouse. “There’s
drama almost every day,” says

" Customers, gentle ribbing are fixtures -
¥ at restaurants along Reisterstown Road

the 83-year-old Pikesville resident
and retired Air Force colonel. -
"Some of it tragic, some of it
funny.”

Altman’s passion for coffee-
houses began in the late 1980s.

His wife had recently died and
he was visiting his son in Minne-

apolis.

"My son would ask, ‘What are |

See AN ARMCHAIR BY THE DOOR
~ Page A8 :

Complaints of flooding double:
weather, development blamed

BY BRYAN P. SEARS

been trouble for

th la-
- Tegn away soil from

more frequently

Last year, the

The storm drain pipe that empties into a
Stream behind Margaret Lewis’“home has

But the flooding problem that occurs
when water running to the drain backs up has
worsened over the last several years.

Overflow from heavy storms are washing

. Water
and dislodges the concrete slab that sits on
the ground above the pipe and serves as an
access point to the pipe.

more than a decade.

her backyard and garden
sometimes erupts

rain was so heavy it over-

two - See BOARD SUPPORTS BUILDING

RED LINE Page A8

Antenna
“foes call

for tight
~ controls

Sprint has right
in historic _dli_strict

BY MARCIA AMES

When it comes to mounting cell
phone antennas on residentially
zoned rooftops, there ou ghtto be a
law. .

Or a better one.

That’s the opinion of some Jocal
residents who oppose a Sprint
installation going up in their Old
Catonsville national historic dis-
trict — at the Knights of Colum-
bus hall at 1010 Frederick Road .

“There is almost nothing we can
do because it’s by right,” said
David Wasmund, citing what he
considers a loophole in Baltimore
County’s zoning regulations on
“wireless  telecommunications
facilities,”

That fact — 3 loophole Was-
mund thinks should be corrected
— came as a shock to him and
many of his neighbors, who had
assumed Sprint had no more right
to install antennas on the roof than
to plant an antenna tower in the
yard,

“The first time we knew was
when the digging was going on,”
he said last week, having contact-

~ed the country as soon as dirt start-
ed to fly in early October.

Sprint had begun laying the
groundwork for installing antennas
in a planned chimney-like structure
atop the Knights of Columbus
roof. The arrangement includes an
equipment cabinet in the yard, next
to the building.

Although Sprint had alerted

- neighbors to the project, which is
a revision of the company’s 2002
proposal for a cell tower disguised
as a 50-foot flag pole, Wasmund
had counted on having a say in its
approval.

Sprint would have needed
county approval to build the Orngi-

See REACTION SURPRISES SPRINT
Page A8

whelmed the drainage system. Suddenly
there was water in
Avondale
School.

front of her home on
Road near Parkville Middle

The surge hopped the curb and climbed

her front porch up to the front door.

"It was all up and down the street,” Lewis

said. It was like a little river.”

County officials said unusually wet

weather is to blame for the doublin g of flood-

ing complaints related to storm drains from
284 in 2002 to 568 in 2003,

See COMPLAINTS FLOODING COUNTY
Page A8



