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Inter-Office Correspondence 

 
 
TO:  File                       DATE:  August 30, 2007 
   
FROM:     Thomas H. Bostwick      
              Deputy Zoning Commissioner 
 
SUBJECT: Petition for Variance 
  N/West Side of Chesapeake Avenue, S/West Side of c/line of Baylight Avenue 
  (8810 Chesapeake Avenue) 
  15th Election District – 7th Council District 
  Jane Marie Shoemaker, Legal Owner;  
   Melvin Wolinski, Contract Purchaser - Petitioners 
  Case No. 07-554-A 
 
 
 This matter was scheduled for a public hearing on August 30, 2007 at 10:00 AM.  The 
case involves a Petition for Variance for property located at 8810 Chesapeake Avenue in 
Sparrows Point.  It is in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area on Millers Island.  Petitioners, Mr. 
and Mrs. Shoemaker, and a Contract Purchaser, Melvin Wolinski, desire zoning variance relief 
from Section 1B02.3.C.1 of the B.C.Z.R. to erect a single-family dwelling on a lot with a width 
of 50 feet in lieu of the required 55 feet. 
 
 The Shoemakers own the abutting lot at 8812 Chesapeake Avenue.  The comment from 
the Planning Office indicates they do not support the variance request because Petitioners own 
sufficient adjoining property to configure the subject lot in a manner to meet the minimum 
requirements of the D.R.5.5 zone.  Planning indicated they would support a lot-line adjustment in 
order to gain the necessary five feet, or a minor subdivision. 
 
 The Shoemaker’s representative, Patrick O’Keefe, attended the hearing.  Mr. O’Keefe 
indicated that he had spoken with the Shoemakers and his attorney, Deborah Dopkin, and Ms. 
Dopkin recommended that the Shoemaker’s attempt to comply with the Planning comments.  
Therefore, on Monday, August 27, 2007, Mr. O’Keefe filed a request for a lot-line adjustment.  
As a result, Mr. O’Keefe requested that today’s hearing be continued, pending the outcome of 
the lot-line adjustment request. 
 
 Patricia Watson, the property owner at 8811 Chesapeake Avenue across the street, also 
appeared at today’s hearing as an interested citizen.  She was informed of Mr. O’Keefe’s 
continuance request and the lot-line adjustment request. 
 
 I granted the continuance and ordered that when this matter is re-scheduled, that 
Petitioners re-post and re-publish notice of the new hearing date. 
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