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FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This matter comes before this Deputy Zoning Commissioner as a Petition for Administrative
Variance filed by the legal owners of the subject property, Steven K. and Teresa L. Wonnell for
property located at 1503 Locust Avenue. The variance request is from Section 1B02.3.C.1 of the
Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (“B.C.Z.R.”) to permit a rear 2 story addition with a side
setback of 8 feet in lieu of the required 10 feet, and a sum of side yard setbacks of 20.5 feet in lieu
of the required 25 feet. The subject property and requested relief are more particularly described
on Petitioners’ Exhibit No. 1. Petitioners state they want to demolish the existing 10 feet x 17 feet
covered back porch and construct a two story plus basement addition measuring 20 feet x 28 feet
onto the rear of the dwelling. The plans calls for the addition to line up with the existing covered
front porch as shown on the plat. The existing house has a clearance of only 8 feet on the east side
and only 12 feet on the west side when measured from the existing front porch. The front porch is
an integral part of the house as evidenced in the photograph submitted with the Petition.
Petitioners propose to increase the setback on the east side to 10 feet in order to meet the zoning
restrictions, but for the west side they would like to maintain the 12 feet clearance created by the
existing covered porch even though the zoning currently requires a total setback of 25 feet for the

east and west setbacks combined. Offsetting the addition so that it lines up with the existing front
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