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This matter comes before the Office of Administrative Hearings as a Petition for
Administrative Variance filed by the legal owners of the subject property, Joan M. and Thomas J.
Richard Jr. for property located at 1200 Berwick Road. The variance request is from Section
1B02.3.C of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (“B.C.Z.R.”) to permit side yard setbacks
of 9 feet (west side) and 11 feet (east side) in lieu of 15 feet required (for each) and a sum of the
side yards of 20 feet in lieu of the required 40 feet. The subject property and requested relief are
more particularly described on Petitioners’ Exhibit No. 1. Variance relief is need for the proposed
construction on both sides (east and west) of the existing dwelling. The to east side, Petitioners
propose an addition to provide additional living space. This side of the dwelling faces an
unimproved 30 feet wide paper street, which is part of the Thomas property. The existence of this
paper street is a unique factor, in that it limits the allowable setback. The nearest neighbor on that
side is a significant distance away and the view is buffered by mature vegetation. The second
addition is proposed to the west side of the house. It will connect the existing dwelling to an
existing detached garage. No construction is proposed closer to the property line on that side.
When the addition is completed, the garage will become attached to the dwelling and part of that
principle structure. It will be subject to setback requirements for principle structures rather than
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