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WHITEFORD, TAYLOR & PRESTON L.L.P.

TOWSON COMMONS, SUITE 300 BALTIMORE, MD
ONE WEST PENNSYLVANIA A VENUE COLUMBIA, MD
FALLS CHURCH, VA
JOHN B. GONTRUM TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-5025 TOWSON, MD
DIRECT LINE (410) 832-2055 MAIN TELEPHONE (410) 832-2000 Wliii’,?ﬁf,? ;EC
W , .
DIRECT FAX (410) 3394058 FACSIMILE (410) 832-2015 DEARBORN, M1
JGontrum@wtplaw.com
WWW WTPLAW COM
(800) 987-8705
November 2, 2011

Arnold Jablon, Esquire

Director, Permits, Apnrovals and Inspections
County Office Building

111 W. Chesapeake Avenue

Towson, Maryland 21204

Re:  JM]J Dundalk Properties, LLC
Petition for Special Hearing
Case No. 2012-0080-SPH

Dear Mr. Jablon:

This past Friday, October 28, [ received a copy of the letter sent to you on October 7t
from Michael Leaf, attorney for JMJ Dundalk Properties, seeking a hearing on the Petition filed
by it. The Petition was filed at a time when JM] Dundalk Properties, LLC owned all of the
properties that were the subject of the hearing. Subsequently, JM] conveyed by deed four (4) of
the eleven (11) properties to my client. They did so without court order and of their own
volition. The Special Hearing relief sought pertains to the requirements only of the four (4)
properties conveyed, not the requirements of the seven (7) properties retained, which is how it
should have been framed. Interestingly, a civil violation is alleged and citation is sought
against property that they conveyed rather than seek a determination of the zoning impact of
the conveyance on their own properties.  In essence, JMJ alleges that it was crealing a zoning
violation by conveying the properties to my client, but it only seeks enforcement on my client.

The Special Hearing provisions of the zoning regulations were primarily intended for
property owners to seek determinations with respect to their own properties, such as non-
conforming uses, etc., and not to seek determinations on the properties of others, which often
subjects the owners of those properties to needless expense. The Baltimore County Code
contains provisions for relief if a person believes that a code violation exists and that procedure
and the relief is quite apart from any civil code violation proceeding. Indeed, it appears that is
one of the remedies being sought in the circuit court proceeding, which again is a good
argument for holding this matter in abeyance.

Mr. Leaf’s letter to you states: “The Petition for Special Hearing was filed in order to
receive a determination from the Administrative Law Judge as to the applicability of the

*Whiteford, Taylor and Preston L.L.P. is a limited linbility partnership. Our Delmoare office is operated under a separate Delaware linuted liability company, Whiteford, Taylor & Preston L.L.C.
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