
IN RE: PETITION FOR ADMIN. VARIANCE 
W side of Old Harford Road; NW comer 
of Wycliffe Road and Old Harford Road 
9th Election District 
5th Councilmanic District 
(7410 Old Harford Road) 

Allan R. and Karen A. Swenson 
Petitioners 

* BEFORE THE 

* OFFICE OF 

* ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 

* FOR BAL TIM ORE COUNTY 

* Case No. 2012-0081-A 

******** *********** 

OPINION AND ORDER 

This matter comes before the Office of Administrative Hearings as a Petition for 

Administrative Variance filed by the legal owners of the subject property, Allan R. and Karen A. 

Swenson for property located at 7410 Old Harford Road. The variance request is from Section 

427 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations ("B.C.Z.R.") to permit a 6 foot residential fence 

with a O foot setback in the rear yard of a single family dwelling that adjoins the front yard of 

another residence in lieu of the required 42 inch high fence or a 10 foot setback for a fence over 42 

inches. The subject property and requested relief are more particularly described on Petitioners' 

Exhibit No. 1. The photographs show that there is an existing chain link fence in the rear yard and 

the side yards. The neighbors' sides of the fence are heavily landscaped. None of the neighbors 

expressed any concern with the taller fence or the location of the fence. 

The Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC) comments were received and are made part of the 

record of this case. The comments indicate no opposition or other recommendations concerning 

the requested relief. 

The Petitioners having filed a Petition for Administrative Variance and the subject 

property having been posted on October 2, 2011, and there being no request for a public hearing, a 

decision shall be rendered based upon the documentation presented. 

ORDER RECEIVED FOR FILING 
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The Petitioners have filed the supporting affidavits as required by Section 32-3-303 of the 

Baltimore County Code. Based upon the information available, there is no eviqence in the file to 

indicate that the requested variance would adversely affect the health, safety or general welfare of 

the public and should therefore be granted. In the opinion of the Administrative Law Judge, the 

information, photographs, and affidavits submitted provide sufficient facts that comply with the 

requirements of Section 307.1 of the B.C.Z.R. Furthermore, strict compliance with the B.C.Z.R. 

would result in practical difficulty and/or unreasonable hardship upon the Petitioners. 

Pursuant to the posting of the property and the provisions of both the Baltimore County 

Code and the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations, and for the reasons· given above, the 

requested variance should be granted. 

this 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, by the Administrative Law Judge for Baltimore County, 

£2 '-/ 'f{ day of October, 2011 that a Variance from Section 427 of the Baltimore County 

Zoning Regulations ("B.C.Z.R.") to permit a 6 foot residential fence with a O foot setback in the 

rear yard of a single family dwelling that adjoins the front yard of another residence in lieu of the 

required 42 inch high fence or a 10 foot setback for a fence over 42 inches, be and is hereby 

GRANTED, subject to the following: 

1. The Petitioners may apply for their building permit and be granted same upon receipt of 
this Order; however, Petitioners are hereby made aware that proceeding at this time is at 
their own risk until such time as the 30 day appellate process from this Order has expired. 
If, for whatever reason, this Order is reversed, the Petitioners would be required to return, 
and be responsible for returning, said property to its original condition. 

Any appeal of this decision must be made within thirty (30) days of the date of this Order. 

ORDER ~ IVED FOR FILING 

DateL D - 2 <;!- (/ 

By ~ Tvl /:}-, 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Baltimore County 
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Petition for Administrative Variance 
to the Zoning Commission r of Baltimore Councy for the property 
Iocatedat 71.fl o ot:i::) FZ>/2.1.) ~ &1 r 2/Z-:3 
whichispresentlyzoned~~~?:)-· ~""--=~..,...,.,.· '"'-~~~~~~~~--~~-,-~ 

Deed Reference:~l :Z ~ _{ / "$_ 'f'i. Tax Account #o_ f ~?:/:JQZ !/~ 
This Petition shall be filed with the Department of Permits and Development Management. The undersigned, legal 
owner(s) of the property situate in Baltimore County and which is described in the description and plat attached hereto 
and made a part hereof, hereby petition for a Variance from Section(s) Lf 2..7 

To permit a 6' high residential fence with a zero foot setback in the rear yard of a single family 

dwelling that adjoins the front yard of another residence in lieu of the required 42" high fence 

or a 10' setback for a fence over 42". 

of the zoning regulations of Baltimore County, to the zoning law of Baltimore County. 

Property is to be posted and advertised as prescribed by the.zoning regulations. 
I, Cir we, agree to pay expenses of above Administrative Variance, advertising, posting, etc. and further agree to and are to be bounded 
by the zoning regulations and restrictions of Baltimore County adopted pursuant to the zoning law for Baltimore County. 

Contract Purchaser/Lessee: 

Name - Type or Print 

Signature 

Address Telephone No. 

City State Zip Code 

Attorney For Petitioner: 

Name - Type or Print 

Signature 

Company 

Address Telephone No. 

City State Zip Code 

I/We do solemnly declare and affirm, under the penalties of 
perjury, that I/we are the legal owner(s) of the property wh ich 
is the subject of th is Petition. 

Legal Owner(s): 

,41,,LArJ ~l,(.)6)0~/\) 

Na~ ype or Print 

/ )/V[//n 6lwta, ty;zv 

Telephone No. 

ZIZ3¥ 
City State Zip Code 

Representative to be Contacted: 

5-rGVG' /k01;--1l-5 
N7 ~tl/2-/~ / Mr (~d) ;;z7. ~87"3 
~~mo~ /J?Z> TZ/~3:S 
City State Zip Code 

A Public Hearing having been formally demanded and/or found to be required, It is ordered by the Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, . 
this__ day of , __ that the subject matter of this petition be set for a public hearing, advertised, as required by the zoning 
regulations of Baltimore County and that the property be reposted . 

CaseNo.~2_o_,_~_-_- _o_o_g_ ,_- _A __ _ 
Zoni~g Comm7ner of Baltimore County 

ReviewedBy_~---- Date 911 It'/ 
Estimat ed Posting Date 10121,, I 

r 1 
ORDER fj~~D FOR FILING Rev3/09 

l')ate_l_0_-_2_L/~ - .;._/ I _____ _ 

S111.e1 3Y~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



Affidavit in Support of Administrative Variance 
The undersigned hereby affirms under the penalties of perjury to the Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore 
County, as follows : That the information herein given is within the personal knowledge of the Affiant(s) 
and that Affiant(s) is/are competent to testify thereto in the event that a public hearing is scheduled in 
the future with regard thereto. 

1 
/ A /J /:? 

That the Affiant(s) does/do presently own and reside at 7'/JD t>t,,,D /'fff/C~ /<-IJ/ft) 
Address number Road or Street name 

and that this address is the subject of this variance request as required by law. 

That the Affiant(s) acknowledge(s) that if a formal demand is filed, and the Affiant(s) desire to proceed 
with their variance request, they will be responsible for reposting the property and for payment of the 
advertising fees. They also understand that they may be required to provide additional information. 

;!;4/U/Y) lw!M/JP) 
Signature Signature 

l<d-r[n Ji-1{ /J San 
Name- print or type N~e- print or type 

A Notary Public must complete the following section prior to the filing appointment. 

STATE OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE CO NTY, to wit: 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, this __iS.day of , jj_, before me, a Notary Public of 
the State of Maryland, in and ti r the County a oresaid, personally appeare 

AS WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal 

PLACE SEAL HERE: 

FRM476_09 Rev3/09 



Zoning Description for: 7410 Old Harford Road 

Beginning at a point on the west side of Old Harford Road which is 25 feet wide at the 
distance of 12.5 feet north of the centerline of Wycliffe Road which is 25 feet wide. The 
property is located at the northeast comer of Wycliffe Road. 

. tA:>c.+ 

Being lots nos. 11 and 12 in the subdivision of Harford Park as recorded in Baltimore 
County Plat Book 5 folio 62 containing 5940 square feet. Located in the 9th Election 
District and 5th Council District. 

z_o!L -0081--A 





CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 
ATTENTION: KRISTEN LEWIS 
DATE: 10/03/2011 
Case Number: 2012-0081-A 
Petitioner I Developer: ALLAN & KAREN SWENSON­
STEVE BOWERS of LONG FENCE CO. 

Date of Hearing (Closing): OCTOBER 17, 2011 

This is to certify under the penalties of perjury that the necessary sign(s) 
required by law were posted conspicuously on the property located at: 
7 41 0 OLD HARFORD ROAD 

The sign(s) were posted on: OCTOBER 2, 2011 

ZONIN~ NOTICE 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

VARIANCE 

!..~!~1.C".~I,i~~~Z 
AN ELIGIBLE INDIVi~:~RING CONCERNING 
REQUEST A PUBLI E PROVIDED IT 

THE PROPOSE:E f EGC °!tf/J~~?'-an IS DONE IN TH · 
4·30 p.m. ON TI ON IS AVAILABLl Al 
A'oolTION AL INFOR ~Ni DEVELOPMENT MANAC[ME#T 
lO~Nf,f.~!!~[~!.ATION TEL 887- 3391 ... , 
~~\,so• •• ztztl ' " n 

M1Wll'11;1111111C1,acu ittr 

(Signature of Sign Poster) 

Linda O' Keefe 
(Printed Name of Sign Poster) 

523 Penny Lane 
(Street Address of Sign Poster) 

Hunt Valley, Maryland 21030 
(City, State, Zip of Sign Poster) 

410 - 666- 5366 
(Telephone Number of Sign Poster) 
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