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impairment of sight lines supports the need for the requested variance. This approval is required in
order to afford relief from unnecessary hardship and practical difficulty in complying strictly with
the provisions of the Zoning Regulations.

Importantly, the Motor Vehicle Administration has established requirements for signage with
respect to automobile dealerships. The provisions of COMAR 11.12.01.02 N Signs, provide as
follows:

(D Appropriate dealership signs shall be permanently affixed.

2) The signs shall be of a size as to make them reasonably legible from the street
or highway.

3) The sign shall clearly identify the business conducte at the dealership and
shall adequately direct the customers to the deal: ip office.

The zoning is BM. The franchise agreement with the manufacturer mandates that the
dealership install and maintain those signs which comply with its national signage program. It is
important to note that only the addition of the si_ dn the facade over the entrance to the service area
necessitates this request.

There are no historical, architectural or aesthetic characteristics which need to be considered
and the property is not located in the Chesaj = e Bay Critical Area.

The vari  :isrequ :d from the strictions of Sec. 450.4 of the Zoning Regulations to
permit the signs indicated above. As noted above, the nature of the site and > commercial uses in
the area serve to establish the unique and different characteristics of the property. Cromwellv. Ward,
102 Md. App. 691, 710 (1995) held that “uniqueness” of a property for zoning purposes is present

when there exist characteristics such as “its shape, topography, . . . [or] practical restrictions imposed



by abutting properties (such as obstructions) or other similar restrictions.”

The signage along Security Boulevard not only competes for the visual attention of customers
and prospective customers, but in some instances obstruct sight lines. Given the high traffic volume
on that road, with a substantial level of non-local traffic, the dealership’s signage is an important
factor in providing adequate and safe visibility, essential to the commercial viability of Petitioner’s
business.

The location of the site with respect to the nearby highway system, and the intensive
commercial uses, require signs which may readily be seen, in order to permit motorists, as potential
customers, to recognize and enter the dealership in a timely and safe manner.

The dealership is required by both the applicable COMAR regul on and its franchise
agreement to display adequate signage. Failure to be able to do so will inflict substantial injustice
to the Petitioner, and be unnecessarily burdensome. The requested relief will be in harmony with the
spirit and intent of the sign regulations, and will promote safe access to the dealership by prospective
customers. Given the nature of the area in which the property is located, it being heavily
commercial, the granting of the petition herein will not have a detrimental effect upon other
properties in the area, nor will it generate substantial injury to the public health, safety or general
welfare.

Respectfully submitted,

e s e -

Attorney for Petitioner
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GENERAL NOTES

1. OWNER/ DEVELOPER: FOX CHEVROLET INC.
500 WASHINGTON BLVD. S.
LAUREL, MD 20707-4698

2. SITE DATA:
MAP: 0085, PARCEL: 0261
TAX ACCOUNT NO.: 1600002959
DEED REFERENCE: L. 5657 F. 553
OVERALL SITE AREA: 173,443 SQ. FT. (3.982: ACRES)
AREA OF ZONING CASE: 173,443+ SQ. FT. (3.982+ ACRES)
EXISTING USE: AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP/ SERVICE
PROPOSED USE: SAME

3. ZONING HISTORY: NONE

4. PREVIOUS COMMERCIAL PERMITS OF RECORD:
B-767588 BLDG., B-768760 BLDG., B-789537 FIRE LINE,
B-792287 FIRE LINE & B-797338 SIGN

5. ZONING: BM
ZONING MAP NO.: 095A1

6. SITE IS NOT IN THE CHESAPEAKE BAY CRITICAL AREA AND IS NOT IN A 100-YEAR
FLOOD PLAIN.

7. THE SUBJECT SITE IS NOT IN A HISTORIC DISTRICT AND THERE ARE NO HISTORIC
BUILDINGS ON THE SITE.

8. ALL FUTURE SIGNS WILL COMPLY WITH SECTION 450 OF THE BALTIMORE COUNTY
ZONING REGULATIONS.

9. THE SUBJECT SITE DOES NOT LIE WITHIN A FAILED BASIC SERVICES AREA.
10. TOPOGRAPHY ONSITE IS TAKEN FROM AVAILABLE RECORDS AND DOES NOT
REPRESENT A FIELD SURVEY. ALL PROPERTY BOUNDARY INFORMATION SHOWN IS

BASED ON A DEED PLOT AND DOES NOT REPRESENT A FIELD SURVEYED
BOUNDARY.
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PLAN TO ACCOMPANY VARIANCE PETITION

6633 SECURITY BOULEWARD
FOX CHEWVROLET

TAX MAP: 0095 PARCEL: 0261
1ST ELECTION DISTRICT — 4TH COUNCILMANIC DISTRICT
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Colbert Matz Rosenfelt, Inc.

Engineers * Surveyors * Planners

2835 Smith Avenue, Suite G
Baltimore, Maryland 21208
Telephone:  (410) 653—3838 4::::;3

Facsimile:  (410) 653—-7953

Professional Certification SCALE: 1"= 40’

| hereby certify that these documents were prepared or DATE: 02/07/2013

approved by me, and that | am a duly licensed professional

engineer under the lows of the State of Maryland. JOB NO.: 2012-353
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License No. 9752 - Expiration Date: 02-28~-14 DRAWN: AKC

CHECKED: KJC
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