
, 
IN RE: PETITION FOR ADMIN. VARIAN CE * BEFORE THE 

(8706 Maravoss Lane) 
14th Election District 
6th Councilmanic District 
Stephen & Sandra Smith 
Petitioners 

* * * 

* OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 

* HEARINGS FOR 

* BALTIMORE COUNTY 

* CASE NO. 2013-0301-A 

* * * * * * 

OPINION AND ORDER 

This matter comes before the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) as a Petition for 

Variance filed by the legal owners of the property, Stephen & Sandra Smith for property located 

at 8706 Maravoss Lane. The variance request is from § 100.6 of the Baltimore County Zoning 

Regulations ("B.C.Z.R.") to permit chickens to be kept on a parcel ofland that is 12,624 sq. ft. in 

lieu of the required 1 acre. 

This matter was originally filed as an Administrative Variance, with a closing date of 

August 5, 2013. On August 13, 2013 , Administrative Law Judge John E. Beverungen requested 

a formal hearing on this matter. The hearing was subsequently scheduled for Thursday, 

November 21, '.!013 at 1 :30 PM in Room 205 of the Jefferson Building, 105 West Chesapeake 

Avenue, Towson. The file reveals that the Petition was properly advertised and the site was 

properly posted as required by the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations. 

There were no substantive Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC) comments received. 

Appearing at the public hearing in support for this case was Stephen and Sandra Smith, 

legal owners. There were no Protestants in attendance and the file does not contain any letters 

of protest or opposition. 
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Testimony and evidence revealed that the subject property is approximately 12,624 

square feet and is zoned DR 5.5. The Petitioners have owned their home since 1989, and 

indicated they have good relations with all of their neighbors. The photographs in the file show 

that the grounds and dwelling are attractive and well maintained. The Petitioners indicated that 

the chicken coop and enclosed "run" area would be at the rear of the lot, farthest removed from 

the street and other homes. 

Based upon the testimony and evidence presented, I will grant the request for variance 

relief. To obtain variance relief requires a showing that: 

(1) , The property is unique; and 
(2) If variance relief is denied, Petitioner will experience a practical 

difficulty or hardship. 

Trinity Assembly of God v. People 's Counsel, 407 Md. 53 , 80 (2008). 

The Petitioners met this test. Their lot is of irregular dimensions and is therefore unique. 

The Petitioners would experience a practical difficulty if the regulations were strictly interpreted, 

since they would be unable to keep chickens on their property. There is no reason to believe that 

the grant of relief (with conditions, as noted below) would negatively impact the health, safety 

and welfare of the community. 

Pursuant to the advertisement, posting of the property, and public hearing on this petition, 

and after considering the testimony and evidence, I find that Petitioners ' variance request should 

be granted. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, this 25th day of November, 2013 by the 

Administrative ;Law Judge for Baltimore County, that the Petition for Variance from § 100.6 of 

the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations ("B.C.Z.R.") to permit chickens to be kept on a parcel 

ofland that is 12,624 sq. ft. in lieu of the required 1 acre, be and is hereby GRANTED. 
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Order. 

The relief is subject to the following conditions: 

1. The Petitioners shall not keep on the premises any roosters. 

2. The Petitioners shall be permitted to keep a maximum of five hens on the property. 

Any appeal of this decision must be made within thirty (30) days of the date of this 

Admin'strative Law Judge for 
Baltimore County 

JEB:sln 

ORDER RECEIVED FOR FILING 

Date \ \ \cIS~\\3~---
th9.D By I 
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KEVIN KAMENETZ 
County Executive 

Stephen & Sandra Smith 
8706 Maravoss Lane 
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 

RE: Petition for Variance 

November 25, 2013 

Property: 8706 Maravoss Lane 
Case No.: 2013-0301-A 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Smith: 

LAWRENCE M. STAHL 
Managing Administrative Law Judge 

JOHN E. BEVERUNGEN 
Administrative Law Judge 

Enclosed please find a copy of the decision rendered in the above-captioned matter. 

In the event any party finds the decision rendered is unfavorable, any party may file an 
appeal to the Baltimore County Board of Appeals within thirty (30) days of the date of this 
Order. For further information on filing an appeal, please contact the Baltimore County Office of 
Administrative Hearings at 410-887-3868. 

JEB:sln 
Enclosure 

Office of Administrative Hearings 

Sincerely, 

JO 
Admi ' · trative Law Judge 
for Baltimore County 

I 05 West Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 103 I Towson, Maryland 21204 I Phone 410-887-3868 I Fax 410-887-3468 
www.baltimorecountymd.gov 



O To be :~::h 2f :.=~~~ ~:r~:.;:?;f E~~ lns~~;~i~~SEARING 
To the Office of Administrative Law of Balti~or~ County for the prop:rty loc~ted at: 

Address f, 1 O(p t'V\o..(o.vo~) \ I'\ which 1s presently zoned 12-42.,.S I ~<U\~°' l 
Deed Reference I O eo 12 I 00 I ( l 10 Digit Tax Account# __!_ _g __1_ 4 Q _L J_ 0 -2 _Q_ 

Property Owner(s) Printed Name(s) s+e.(? \.- eo H 5""':f'-". , 5t:'1 I\ d ca. 6M.i±b. 

(SELECT THE HEARING(S) BY MARKING~ AT THE APPROPRIATE SELECTION(S) AND ADDING THE PETITION REQUEST) 

Administrative Variances require that the Affidavit on the reverse of this Petition Form be completed I notarized. 

The undersigned legal owner(s) of the property situate in Baltimore County and which is described in the description and 
plat attached hereto and made a part hereof, hereby petition for a 

1. __ ADMINISTRATIVE VARIANCE from section(s) 

BCZR: 100.6 7 To permit chickens to be kept on a_parcel ofland that is 12,624 square 
feet in lieu of the required 1 acre. · -

of the zoning regulations of Baltimore County, to the zoning law of Baltimore County. 

2. __ ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIAL HEARING to approve a waiver pursuant to Sections 32-4-107(b), 32-4-223.(8), and 
Section 32-4- 416(a)(2): (indicate type of work in this space to raze, alter or construct addition to building) 

of the zoning regulations of Baltimore County, to the zoning law of Baltimore County. 
Property is to be posted and advertised as prescribed by the zoning regulations. 
I, or we, agree to pay expenses of above petition(s) , advertising, posting, etc. and further agree to and are to be bounded by the zoning regulations and 
restrictions of Baltimore County adopted pursuant to the zoning law for Baltimore County. · 
Legal Owner(s) Affirmation: II we do so solemnly declare an_d affirm, under the penalties of perjury, that I I We _are the legal owner(s) of the property which 
is the subject of this I these Petition(s). 

Contract Purchaser/Lessee: Legal Owners: 

Name- Type or Print 
$ ~e ~ h~ tt- Sen.; "t'V'- I 
Name 1 - Type or Prin • 

So." dro. .5 M'..t~ 
Name #2 - Type or Print 

t#atdM-M_ Jf·. ~ 
Signature 

O&, rv\o,{O\\J0~2 1" f:>"' (:h(v\o<e, Mb 
Mailing Address City State Mailing Address City State 

Email Address 
2.lZ:>4 
Zip Code 

I 'f!O 66f'-7( ( 2 , ~hsm11"l..<J~f7e)()()\,(.o-vv.. 
Telephone# Email Address Zip Code . Telephone# 

Attorney for .Petitioner: Representative to be contacted: 

Name- Type or Print 

Signature 

Name -Type or Print ED FOR FILING 
ORDER RECEIV _ 

, Signature Date \ \\ cfl\3 
Mailing Address City State 

Zip Code Telephone# Email Address Zip Code Email Address 

A PUBLIC HEARING having formally demanded and/or found to be required, it is ordered by the Office of Administrative Law, of Baltimore County, 
this __ day of , that the subject matter of th is petition be set for a public hearing, advertised, as required by the zoning 
regulations of Baltimore County and that the property be reposted . 

Administrative Law Judge of Baltimore County 

CASE NUMBER o- 0 l l -o'3a I - -1 Filing DatE ~jj/_ ( J , Estimated Posting Date -; / 3 l) I 3 Reviewer JS 
. ( Pl<'~ ·or1t1...... ~ µ., } s i,,b tev 10/12/11 

oA., 4 I ..J'r l... ixt €, s • 



/ 

Affidavit in Support p-t 'l\dministrative Variance -·· 
(THIS AFFIDAVIT IS NOT REQUlf...~- rOR AN HISTORIC ADMINISTRATIVE ( , IAL HEARING) 

The undersigned hereby affirms under the penalties of perjury to the Administrative Law Judge of Baltimore County, 
the following : That the information herein given is within the personal knowledge of the Affiant(s) and that the Affiant(s) 
is/are competent to testify thereto in the event that a public hearing is scheduled in the future with regard thereto. 

That the property is not under an active zoning violation citation and Affiant(s) is/are the resident home 
owner(s) of this residential lot, or is/are the contr'act purchaser(s) of this residential lot, who wi ll, upon 
purchase, reside at the existing dwelling on said property located at: 

Address : 8]oG (V)q<o.\Jo~S IA 
Print or Type Add ress of property 

L:>o ( -b Mo< e 
City 

ft'\ }) 
State 

GI Z..3<:....\ . 
Zip Code 

Based upon personal knowledge, the following are the facts which I/we base the request for an 
Administrative Variance at the above address. (Clearly state practical difficulty or hardship here) 

\ 

uest or the above statement is neede.d, label and attach it to this Form) 

Name- Print or Type 
SIJNl R..A 

Nam Print or Type · 

The following information is to be completed by a Notary Public of the State of Maryland 

STATE OF MARYLAND, COUNTY OF BALTIMORE, to wit: 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, this d _ _ . __ day of lvr0 . /~ i 
and for the County aforesaid : personally appea d · 

, "J,,O J ·2 , before me a Notary of Maryland, in 

-.,5JEPHlJJ H. :5fYJ I 
the Affiant(s) herein, personally kn wn or satisfactorily identified to me as such Affiant(s) (Print name(s) here) 

' . 
AS WITNESS my hand and Notaries Seal ._,,ff~ !}: 

1 

~ 

Notary Public 
o l/ /v 'I / I 7 , 

My Commission Expires 

REV. 10/12/11 



Zoning Property Description for: 8706 Maravoss Lane Baltimore, MD 21234 

Beginning at West side of Maravoss Lane which is SO ft wide at the distance of 200 ft+/- Northwest of 

the centerline of the nearest improved intersecting street Avondale Road which is 60 ft wide. 

Subdivision lot. Being Lot #10, Block A, section #B in the subdivision of Maravoss as recorded in 

Baltimore county plat book #18, folio #100, containing 12,624 sq ft. Located in the 14th election district 

and 6th council district. 



.-

DEPARTMENT OF PERMITS, APPROVALS AND INSPECTIONS 

ZONING REVIEW 

ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR ZONING HEARINGS 

The Baltimore County Zoning Regulations' (BCZR) require that notice be given to tt:1e general 
public/neighb9ring property owners relative\

1
to property which is the subject of an upcomin_g zoning 

hearing.: For those petitions which require a public hearing, this notice is accomplished by posting a 
sign _ on the property (responsibility of the petitioner) and placeme_nt of a notice in a · newspaper of 
general circulatic;m in the :co·unty, both at least fifteen (15) days before the. hearing . 

' . 

Zoning Review will ensure that the. legal requirements for advertising are satisfied. Hqwever; the 
petitioner is responsible for the costs associated with these requirements . . The newspaper will bill the 
person listed below for the advertising. This advertising is due· upon receipt and should be remitted 
directly to the newspaper. · · . · · · . · 

. OPINIONS MAY N.OT B.E ISSUED UNTiL ALL ADVERTISING COSTS ARE PAID. 

For Newspaper Advertising: 

Item Number or Case Number~; ---'-. _<t_O_:_· _~ 3_ -_0_3;.._o_· _l -_A_·--~------­
Petitioner: 5:TEh-t € N +.·SAN 6M- SM i'"-Zff 

Address or Location: '?'7 D 6 · ;u-1 t2Av05 5 L/J.Ale ! 

PLEASE{ FORWARD ADVERTISING BILL TO: 

Name: s-rtPtrt6•N I- .>4JVOM S/L11-fi-( 

Address: f706 fr1A4'!D55 L/\J. 

{j A- v1 < /'-'\ o JUr /v1 }) t7 l J- "3 '1 

Telephone Number: '-I£ O - 6 (. S-- - ''S7 · 



BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 
MISCELLANEOUS CASH RECEIPT im!#-f,:'~ ~TtlPl. T ft[ 

Date:--~ .... --------... ·,,. l/JJ13 61!1/.~~113 U:.thm 
Rev Sub . . m:, 1,i't;'Q. ;;lei.l\lN SHR SNi 

Source/ Rev/,, ) .. J; Cf.lPl # 5b9611 MH/21)13 
1--,.:..=~--.-...,;;D;;.e.r:.pt:.__...--=u:.:.ri:.:.:it~.-=S:.:u::b:.:.U=:.:.:.ni.,t--=--=O:.:.b~j-,:.:.S-,-u_b_O~bJ,· -=D-=e~p-=t _O_b.._,j _B_S_A_cc-:--t,--~,,:;--A:-:--:m:::-o_u_n_t ---:::i~:::-:1' . 5 &~ zmmc Vt:Taffu1TIO.~ 

;_))b b ( 'S v \' • 1{ 7 r; • UO t;' I fj, 19639 

'·' 

,, ,: t 
Rec 

1-From: 
I ' 

~- !J,,'t-\. 

For.: 

' I 

DISTRIBUTION 

WHITE.· CASHIER 

Total : t,f · .-, ) , Cl> 

GOLD - ACCOUNTING 

Re~ Tot n5.fll 
r;,.oo m ,i)(1 CA 

Bal!::w:irn Co 111ty, tb•-y).aw:I 

CASHIER'S 
VALIDATION 



Br E. Doak Consulting, L 

October 31, 2013 

Re: 
Case Number: 2013- 0301-A 

3801 Baker Schoolhouse Road 
Freeland, MD 21053 

o 443-900-5535 m 410-419-4906 
bdoak@bruceedoakconsulting .com 

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 

Petitioner/ Developer: Stephen & Sandra Smith 
Date of Hearing: November 21, 2013 

Baltimore County Department of Permits, Approvals & Inspections 
County Office Building 
111 West Chesapeake Avenue, Room 111 
111 West Chesapeake Avenue Towson, MD 21204 

Attention: Kristen Lewis 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This letter is to certify under the penalties of perjury that the necessary sign(s) required by law were 
posted conspicuously on the property located at 8706 Maravoss Lane. 

The sign(s) were posted on October 30, 2013. 

2LQ/ 
Bruce E. Doak 
MD Property Line Surveyor #531 

See the attached sheet(s) for the photos of the posted sign(s) 

Land Use Expert and Surveyor 



ZONING NOTICE 
CASE NO. 2013-0301-A 

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD BY THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE IN TOWSON 

MARYLAND 

PLACE: Room 205 JEFFERSON BUILDING 
105 W. CHESAPEAKE AVENUE 
TOWSON, MD 21204 

DATE&TIME: Thursday November 21, 20131:30 PM 

REQUEST: VARIANCE TO PERMIT CHICKENS TO BE KEPT 
ON A PARCEL OF LAND THAT IS 12,624 SQUARE FEET IN 
LIEU OF THE REQUIRED 1 ACRE. 

POSTPONEMENTS DUE TO WEATHER OR OTHER CONDITIONS ARI: SOMETIMES 
NECESSARY. TO CONFIRM THE HEARING CALL 410·887-3391. 

DO NOT REMOVE THIS SIGN AND POST UNTIL THE DAY OF THE HEARING UNDER 

PENAL TY OF LAW. 

NG IS HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 



ZONING NOTICE 
CASE NO. 2013-0301-A 

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD BY THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE IN TOWSON 

MARYLAND 

PLACE: Room 205 JEFFERSON BUILDING 
105 W. CHESAPEAKE AVENUE 

TOWSON, MD 21204 

DATE&TIME: Thursday November 21, 20131:30 PM 

REQUEST: VARIANCE TO PERMIT CHICKENS TO BE KEPT 
ON A PARCEL OF LANO THAT IS 12,624 SQUARE FEET IN 

LIEU OF THE REQUIRED 1 ACRE. 

POSTPONEMENTS DUE TO WEA THEA OR OTHER CONDITIONS AftE J;Oi\fETIMf.S 
NECESSARY. TO CONFIRM THE HEARING CAU. 41~1-3391• 



t~THl~BALTiw1011E SUN 
~\ -:_ N1EDIA GROUP 

Baltimore, Maryland 21278-0001 

October 31 , 2013 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the annexed advertisement 
was published in the following newspaper published in 
Baltimore County, Maryland, ONE TIME, said publication 
appearing on October 31 , 2013 

D The Jeffersonian 

THE BAL Tl MORE SUN MEDIA GROUP 

By: Susan Wilkinson 

~WLli~ 

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING 

The Administrative Law Judges of Baltimore County, by 
authority of the zoning Act and Regulations of Baltimore 
County will hold a public hearing in Towson. Maryland on the 
property identified herein as follows: 

case:, 2013-0301-A 
8706 Maravoss Lane 
Wis Maravoss Lane, N/W of Avondale Road 
14th Election District - 6th councilmanic District 
Legal owner(s): Stephen & sandra Smith 

variance: to permit chickens to be kept on a parcel of land 
that is 12,624 square feet In lieu of the required 1 acre. 
Hearing: Thursday, November 21, 2013 at 1:30 p.m. In 
Room 205, Jefferson Bulld lng, 105 west Chesapeake 
Avenue, Towson 21204. 

ARNOLD JABLON, DIRECTOR OF PERMITS, APPROVALS AND 
INSPECTIONS FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY 

NOTES: (1) Hearings are Handicapped Accessible; for spe­
cial accommodations Please Contact the Administrative 
Hearings Office at (410) 887-3868. 

I 
(2) For information concerning the File and/or Hearing, 
~ ~~ning Review Office at (410) 887-3391. 

---......___ 955677 



KEV IN KA M EN ETZ 
C011111y ExeculiJ"e 

October 7. 2013 

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING 

ARNOLD ] A!lLON 
Depuly Administratil ·e ()O)cer 

Direc101;Depa1·1111e11/ of Permi1s, 
Approvals & J11.1·pl'ctia11.1· 

The Administrative Law Judges of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and 
Regulations of Baltimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the property 
identified herein as follows: 

CASE NUMBER: 2013-0301-A 
8706 Maravoss Lane 
W/s Maravoss Lane, N/w of Avondale Road 
14th Election District - 5th Councilmanic District 
Legal Owners: Stephen & Sandra Smith 

Variance to permit chickens to be kept on a parcel of land that is 12,624 square feet in lieu of 
the required 1 acre. 

Hearing: Thursday, November 21 . 2013 at 1 :30 p.m. in Room 205, Jefferson Building, 

~ 5 ~ st C.~.esapeake Avenue, Towson 21204 

C ir·,, 
Arnold Jablon 
Director 

AJ:kl 

G: Mr. & Mrs. Smith, 8706 Maravoss Lane, Baltimore 21234 

NOTES: (1) THE PETITIONER MUST HAVE THE ZONING NOTICE SIGN POSTED BY AN 
APPROVED POSTER ON THE PROPERTY BY FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2013. 

(2) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE; FOR SPECIAL 
ACCOMMODATIONS PLEASE CALL THE ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 
OFFICE AT 410-887-3868. 

(3) FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT 
THE ZONING REVIEW OFFICE AT 410-887-3391. 

Zoning Review I County Office Bui ldi ng 
111 West Chesapeake Avenue, Room 11 1 Towson, Maryland 21204 j Phone 410-887-3391 I Fax 410-887-3048 

www.baltimorccountymd.gov 



TO: PATUXENT PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Thursday, October 31, 2013 Issue - Jeffersonian 

Please forward billing to: 
Stephen Smith 
8706 Maravoss Lane 
Baltimore, MD 21234 

410-665-7157 

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING 

The Administrative Law Judge of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and 
Regulations of Baltimore County, will hold a public hearing in Towson, Maryland on the property 
identified herein as follows: 

CASE NUMBER: 2013-0301-A 
8706 Maravoss Lane 
W/s Maravoss Lane, N/w of Avondale Road 
14th Election District - 5th Councilmanic District 
Legal Owners: Stephen & Sandra Smith 

Variance to permit chickens to be kept on a parcel of land that is 12,624 square feet in lieu of 
the required 1 acre. 

Hearing: Thursday, November 21, 2013 at 1 :30 p.m. in Room 205, Jefferson Building, 
105 West Chesapeake Avenue, Towson 21204 

~ ,,,., 

~ ,' 

Arnold Jablon 
Director of Permits, Approvals and Inspections for Baltimore County 

NOTES: (1) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE; FOR SPECIAL 
ACCOMODATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 
OFFICE AT 410-887-3868. 

(2) FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FILE AND/OR HEARING, CONTACT 
. THE ZONING REVIEW OFFICE AT 410-887-3391 . 



MEMORANDUM 

DATE: December 27, 2013 

TO: Zoning Review Office 

FROM: Office of Administrative Hearings 

RE: Case No. 2013-0301-A - Appeal Period Expired 

The appeal period for the above-referenced case expired on December 
26, 2013. There being no appeal filed, the subject file is ready for 
return to the Zoning Review Office and is placed in the 'pick up box.' 

c: ~ se File 
Office of Administrative Hearings 



RE: PETITION FOR ADMINSTRA TIVE 
VARIANCE 

* BEFORE THE OFFICE 

* 

8706 Maravoss Lane; W /S Maravoss Lane, * 
14th Election & 6th Councilmanic Districts 
Legal Owner(s): Stephen & Sandra Smith * 

Petitioner( s) 

* 

* 

* * * * * * * 

OF ADMINSTRA TIVE 

HEARINGS FOR 

BALTIMORE COUNTY 

2013-301-A 

* * * * 
ENTRY OF APPEARANCE 

* 

Pursuant to Baltimore County Charter§ 524.1, please enter the appearance of People's 

Counsel for Baltimore County as an interested party in the above-captioned matter. Notice 

should be sent of any hearing dates or other proceedings in this matter and the passage of any 

preliminary or final Order. All parties should copy People' s Counsel on all correspondence sent 

and all documentation filed in the case. 

RECEIVED 

JUN 2 8 2013 

................• :\ 

PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN 
People' s Counsel for Baltimore County 

a ... ,~ J ,~1.., 
CAROLE S. DE'MILIO 
Deputy People' s Counsel 
Jefferson Building, Room 204 
105 West Chesapeake A venue 
Towson, MD 21204 
(410) 887-2188 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 28th day of June, 2013, a copy of the foregoing Entry 

of Appearance was mailed to Stephen & Sandra Smith, 8706 Maravoss Lane, Baltimore, 

Maryland 21234, Petitioner(s). 

PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN 
People's Counsel for Baltimore County 



CASENO. 2013-0:D \- B 

Comment 
Received 

CHECI<::LIS -T 

Department 

DEVELOPMENT PLANS REVIEW 
(if not received, date e-mail sent ____ _, 

DEPS 
(if not received, date e-mail sent ____ _, 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

PLANNING 
(if not received, date e-mail sent ____ _, 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS 

ZONING VIOLATION 

Support/Oppose/ 
Conditions/ 
Comments/ 
No Comment 

PRIOR ZONING (Case No. ____________ ___, 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT Date: 

SIGN POSTING Date: 

PEOPLE'S COUNSEL APPEARANCE 

PEOPLE'S COUNSEL COMMENT LETTER 

, 

Yes 

Yes 

~ o 

D No 

D 
D 

by ~ 

Comments, if any: ------------------------



COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
Legislative Session 2013, Legislative Day No . .Ll. 

Resolution No. 73-13 

Councilmembers Quirk, Marks & Bevins 

By the County Council, August 5, 2013 

A RESOLUTION of the Baltimore County Council requesting the Baltimore County Planning 

Board to review relevant County laws and regulations relating to the use of land for the accessory, non-

commercial stabling, pasturing and raising of animals, and to review the laws and policies of other 

jurisdictions relating to the accessory, non-commercial stabling, pasturing and raising of animals, and to 

report their findings and recommendations to the County Council. 

WHEREAS, the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations permit the accessory stabling and pasturing 

of certain animals that does not constitute a commercial agricultural operation (Bills 51-93 and 63-09); and 

WHEREAS, the Regulations also set forth limitations on the number of livestock permitted for 

each acre and the minimum acreage required; and 

WHEREAS, the County Council believes it is appropriate to periodically review and evaluate the 

County's standards regarding the raising and pasturing of non-commercial livestock and other animals, and 

to make changes to County laws and policies where necessary to reflect current trends and standards; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE 

COUNTY, MARYLAND, that the Baltimore County Planning Board is requested to review County laws 

and regulations relating to the use ofland for the accessory, non-commercial stabling, pasturing and raising 

of animals, to review the laws and policies of other jurisdictions relating to the accessory, non-commercial 

stabling, pasturing and raising of animals, to determine what, if any, changes are needed to Baltimore 

County's laws, regulations, or zoning classifications regarding such uses, and to report their findings and 

recommendations to the County Council. 



BALTIMORE COUNTY COUNCIL AGENDA 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION 2013, LEGISLATIVE DAY NO. 13 

AUGUST 5, 2013 6:00 P.M. 

FINAL 

CEB = CURRENT EXPENSE BUDGET 
BY REQ. = AT REQUEST OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

A. MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

B. APPROVAL OF JOURNAL - Meeting of July 1, 2013 

A. ENROLLMENT OF BILLS- 37-13, 38-13 & 39-13 

B. INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
Bill 42-13 - Mr. Quirk(By Req.)- CEB - Recovery Oriented System of Care (ROSC) Expansion 
Bill 43-13 - Mr. Quirk(By Req.) - CEB -AIDS Case Management 
Bill 44-13 - Mr. Quirk(By Req.) - CEB - Cigarette Restitution Fund - Tobacco 
Bill 45-13 - Mr. Quirk(By Req.) - CEB - Access to Recovery 

C. CALL OF BILLS FOR FINAL READING AND VOTE 
PASSED Bill 41-13 - Councilmembers Huff & Olszewski - Zoning Regulations - M.L.R. Zone 

D. APPROVAL OF FISCAL MA TIERS/CONTRACTS 
APPROVED I. Contract - Maryland Cleaning and Abatement Services Corporation - Lead Abatement Maintenance - Training Facility - BCPD 
APPROVED 2. Amendment to Contract - Whitman, Requardt & Associates, LLP - Increased Compensation - Public Works 
APPROVED 3. Addendum to Contract - Johnson, Mirmiran and Thompson, Inc. - Increased Compensation - Public Works 
APPROVED 4. Contract - ARM Group, Inc. - Quality assurance inspection services - Public Works 
APPROVED 5. Amendments to Contracts - (2) - Additional one-year renewal options - Public Works 
APPROVED 6. Contracts - (2) - On-call plumbing services - -OBF 
APPROVED 7. Contract - Lorenz Lawn and Landscape, Inc. - Mowing services - OBF 
APPROVED 8. Amendment to Contract - Connecticut Gen. Life Insurance Company/Cigna Healthcare Mid-Atlantic, Inc.-Inclusion ofEmp. Assistance & Work/Life Support Programs-OFB 

APPROVED 9. Contracts - (2) - On-call industrial hygienist services - OBF 
APPROVED 10. Contract of Sale - James Gmachowski - Acquisition of land - 3220 North Rolling Rd.-widening of Rolling Rd.-Real Estate Compliance 
APPROVED 11. Contract of Sale - Ted & Shirley Meadows - Acquisition ofland - 220 Bowleys Quarters Rd .-construction of sidewalks-Real Estate Compliance 

G. 

PASSED 
PASSED 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
I. Correspondence - (a)(l) - Non-Competitive Awards (May 23, 2013) 

(b)(I)- Non-Competitive Awards (June 5, 2013) 
2. Res. 55-13 - Mr. Quirk(By Req.) & Mrs. Almond- Endorsement of Application - MD Dept. of Housing & Comm. Dev.-Stevenson University 
3. Res. 56-13 - Mr. Quirk(By Req.) - Accept gift from MD Department of Health & Mental Hygiene 

PASSED 4. Res. 57-13 - All Council - Endorsement of Application - MD Dept. of Business & Economic Dev.-MD Stadium Authority-Maryland Horse Park 
PASSED 5. Res. 59-13 - Mr. Marks - Prope1iy Tax Exemption - DAV - Calvin K. Clemons 
PASSED 6. Res. 60-13 - Mr. Olszewski - Property Tax Exemption - DAV - Charles M. Geis 
PASS ED 7. Res . 61-13 - Mrs. Almond - Property Tax Exemption - DAV - Bertram McKeithen 
PASSED 8. Res. 62-13 - Mr. Oliver - Prope1iy Tax Exemption - DAV - Sir Charles Shird 
PASSED 9. Res. 63-13 - Mr. Marks - Property Tax Exemption - Surviving Spouse - DAV - Janice Damon 
PASSED 10. Res. 64-13 - Mr. Olszewski - Property Tax Exemption - DAV - John F. Ciarpella 
PASSED 11. Res. 65-13 - Mrs. Bevins - Property Tax Exemption - DAV - William M. Keller, Jr. 
PASSED 12. Res. 66-13 - Mrs. Almond - Property Tax Exemption - DAV - Edward C. Rawlings 
PASSED 13. Res . 67-13 - Mr. Oliver- Property Tax Exemption - DAV - Samuel B. McKinney 
PASS ED 14. Res. 68-13 - Mrs. Bevins - Approval of Application- Financial Assistance -Dept. of Housing and Community Dev.-Dundalk Renaissance Corp. 
WITHDRAWN 15. Res. 69-13 - Council111e111be1s Minks & Devins Commission on Envi1on111ental Quality - Ttee Canopy P1og1am 
PASSED 16. Res. 70-13 - Mr. Olszewski - Property Tax Exemption - BLIND - Marilynn J. Cox 
PASSED 17. Res. 71-13 - Mr. Oliver - Property Tax Exemption - DAV - Michael S. Gahan 
INTRO. ONLY 18. Res. 72-13 - Councilmembers Marks, Bevins, Almond & Quirk- Commission on Environmental Quality -Tree Canopy Program 
INTRO. ONI.;Y 19. es. 73-13 - Councilmeml:iers Quirl<, arks &"'"Bevins - Planning Board - asturing and Stabling of.Livestock 
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Home > News > Your neighborhoodj Catonsville1 Maryland 

Saito. Co. may review backyard chicken regulations 
Some want county to ease zoning rules so more can keep chickens 

'.e!J Comments Email 

By Alison Knezevich, The Baltimore Sun 
7:49 p.m. EDT. August 12, 2013 

Share 0 

Some Baltimore County officials want to consider whether to allow more residents to keep chickens in their yards, 

making the county the latest local government in Maryland to examine a national coop craze. 

A County Council re solution being considered this month calls for a review of regulations that restrict many 

residents from keeping chickens in their yards. Council members say many constituents want them to examine the 

issue. 

"There seems to be a growing movement of people that are really into fresh eggs and healthy, organic foods," said 

Council Chairman Tom Quirk, a Catonsville Democrat who sponsored the resolution. "It's a national trend, and 

more and more I hear from constituents." 

Council members are set to discuss the resolution Aug. 27, with 

a vote scheduled Sept. 3. 

In Baltimore County, a resident can only raise chickens and 

other livestock on property that's an acre or larger. But many 

governments across the country are loosening similar rules to 

allow more people to raise their own chickens. Last month, 

Howard County eased its zoning regulations on backyard 

poultry. 

Catonsville resident Cat Oren Is among Baltimore County 

residents who have been pushing the council for several years to 

look at the issue. 

"People should be free to make their own choices aboul what 

they want in their backyard , as long as it doesn't pose a hazard 

or harm their neighbors or their neighborhoods or the public," 

Oren said. 

Many enthusiasts like raising chickens for the health benefits of 

fresh eggs, Oren said. But people also enjoy keeping chickens 

as pets, he said. 

"They're not just egg-laying machines - they have personality. 

They are friendly ," he said. "They are pets, but they have a 

purpose. So they're somewhere in between an egg-laying 

machine and the family dog." 

Having the planning board examine the Issue would allow an in· 

depth study, said J.B. Osborne, senior legislative adviser to 

Councilwoman Cathy Bevins, who co-sponsored the resolution 

along with Councilman David Marks. 

Related 

Howard zoning request would bring 

chickens home to roost 

Annapolis officials to hold chicken forum 

Howard families look to backyard· 

·chickens for eggs, companionship 

"The councilpeople aren't experts in agriculture, by any stretch of the imagination," Osborne said. 

While many residents have asked to loosen the rules, some people are concerned about the "unintended 

consequences" of more chickens, he said . 

"After they stop laying eggs, what are you doing with them?" Osborne said . 

Quirk said a planning board study of the issue would be only "the first stage" in a potential change in regulations. 

"I do think there's not a unified position from the council on this issue," Quirk said . "Several members may be 

against it." 

a/isonk@J,altsun.com 

Submit Catonsville News 

ll 

Have news from the Catonsville area? Submit 

· your news and photos here, or contact 

Catonsville Times reporter Julie Baughman. 

Email her at jbaughman@tribune.com or call 

at 410-332-6436. 

[,,J Follow @suncatonsvitte 

YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
News and business listings from 
suburban neighborhoods around 
the Baltimore area. 

http ://www. bal timoresun. corn/news/mary land/baltimore-county I catonsville/bs-md-co-chic ... 8/13/2011 
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Girl dragged by dog in Owings Mills, seriously 
injured 

After 32 years, saying goodbye to The Baltimore 
Sun 

Justin Timberlake dines at Phillips, leaves $100 tip 

Baltimore woman killed in Kent Narrows 
motorcycle crash 

Judge dismisses racial discrimination claim in 
Paula Deen lawsuit 

Popular Stories 

Ravens' Chris Canty 
granted permission to 
wear ... 

Ravens could solve 2 
issues by playing Rice 
and ... 

John Harbaugh rips into several players 

One killed, three injured in Baltimore ... 

Harford school officials defend bus ... 

Comments (2) 

gatkinso at 7:48 AM August 13, 2013 

0 
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How to Inexpensively Improve Your Outdoor Deck I 
TIKJ Brand 

Five Surprising $100K Jobs That Don't Require a 
Degree J Monster 

District residents can apply for free visitor parking 
passes I Washington Post 

So What's Wrong with Being Tracked by 
Advertisers? 1 c10 

Indian Motorcycle Takes on Harley With New 
Models : · I Fox Business 

Ravens' Brandon 
Slokley catches 
touchdown pass in ... 

[what's this) 
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Both political sides 
praise drug changes 

Buck Showalter lips his cap in relurn 'to ... 

Fire burns through Mount Washinglon home 

'House of Cards' to film in Bel Air on ... 

Add I View comments I Discussion FAQ 

In places where backyard chickens are legal , rooslers usually banned. Hens only. Plus !here is usually a 
limit on how many are allowed. Chickens are great animals to keep. They are quiet, clean, and even 
make greal pets. Fresh eggs are wonderful, and every once in a while one can end up on the table 
assuming the kids don't fall in love with it. 
I used to go to Kauai for work quite often, !here were both wild and domestic chickens every where. You 
couldn't even tell if your neighbors raised chickens ... the wild ones didn't seem to be much of a bother 
either (but they did crow a lot and they would tear up a garden). 

Random Person at 8:35 PM August 12, 2013 
I'm glad that Jhe issue is going to be debated. The current regulations, which require Baltimore County 
chicken owners to have at least one acre of property, do seem a little extreme. 
Of course, I don't think that anybody in Baltimore County wants their neighbors to have a yard full of 
chickens, with roosters waking them up at 4AM. 
There is probably a middle ground that is acceptable for the majority of people In the county. 

COMMENTING POLICY: Readers are encouraged to post comments that are germane to the artide. We 
reserve the right to remove any user, and lo delete comments /hat contain abusive language or personal 
threats, as well as those that are racist or demeaning. Readers may report comments by dicking "Report 
Abuse.• Once a comment has been nagged, a Baltimore Sun staffer will investigate. Click here for more 
information on commenting. 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-county/catonsville/bs-md-co-chic ... 

Page 2 of2 
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ZO NIN G REVl!=W 

ADMINISTRATIVE VAR NCE INFORMATION SHEE 

; a se Number 20 13-1 O j o I /·A Address '&7 0 b 1'<4M "DJ S LA;v< 

:on tact Person: j A S v J'-.1 St, /j ? t / ~\A-rJ P7onf, Number: 410-887-3391 !>'" 
Planner, Please Prin t Your Name . . -z, a1 I l 3 ~I• Jr J 

:iling Date: ~ e;~ Posting Date: ~ C:losing Date: ;J,.hr · 
\ny contact made with this office regarding the status of the administrative variance should be 
hrough the contact person (planner) using the case number. 

I. · POSTING/COST: The petitioner must use one of the sign posters on the approved list (on th~ 
reverse side of this form) and the petitioner is responsible for all printing/posting costs. Any 
reposting must be done orily by one of, the sign posters on the approved list and the petitioner 
is again responsible for ·all associateµ'· costs. The zoning notice sign must be visible on tlie 
property on or before the posting date noted above. It should remain there t.hrough the closing 
d~e. · · · ·· · 

2: . DEADLINE: The closing dat~ is t~e .. de$dline for an occupant or owne-r within 1,000 .feet to file 
a formal requEfat for a public hearing . . Please. understand that · eveh if there is no ·formal 
requesffor a public hearing, the pr?cess is ~ot complete on the clo'sing-date·. 

3. · ORDE_R: After the closing d;:ite, the file will be· re"'.iewed by the zoning or deputy zoning 
. commissioner._ He. may: (a)" gr?lit the reque~ted relief; ~b) dei:y the_ r~quested relief; or (c) 

order that the matter be set in for a public ·hearing. Yow will receive written nQtification, us·ually 
within . 1,0 days of the closing date if all' County agencies' . cornmerits are received, as to 
whether the petition has beeff granted, denied, or will go to.public hearing. The order will be 
mailed jo youby First Class mail. · · · · 

4.· POSSIBLE PUBLIC HEARING AND REPOSTING: In cases that rnustg·o to a public hearing 
{whether due to a heighbor's forrnal request or by order of the zoning or deputy zoning · 
commissioner), notification will be forwarded to you. Toe sigri pn. the property' must be 

.·changed giving noticeofthe hearfng date, time _and location. As wh~n the signwas ori~;jinally 
posted, certification of this change and a photograph of the altered sign must qe forwarded to 
this office. ·· · 

(Detach Alor,g Dotted Line) 

Petitioner: This Part of the Form is for the ·sign Poster Only · 

USE THE ADMINISTRATIVE VARIANCE SIGN FORMAT 

Gase Number 20 'J 31 01o l lA . Addre$S '? 70 b /1.1-'fA.AvaiS l,.t,,µ{:; . 

· P'"titioner's Name ~ /\.i 1'-f>1 , , Telephone L/' D • ,t r - 7 • :; 7 

Posting Date: . _k:{ t 3 / 1 3 . _ 1 ]' /11 . Closing Date: ~) I 3 '/:;.,;.fl · 
Wording for Sign: To Permit CH' c.,c.f~-.S rl) (M:. K6 J>'1' oAJ A PAI.ti; L of- LA..J-J 

-r,-;,4-/ fJ JJ. 6J'-f Sa. Ff. 1N Lztu of- -rrt& /.lt<.!v1tl..0; ..6 1 ,1,~t . 

BALTIMORE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PERMITS, APPROVALS AND INSPECTIONS 
ZONING REVIEW 

Revised 7 /06/1 j 



DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Inter-Office Memorandum 

July 9, 2013 

Kristen Lewis, Office of Zoning Review 
Department of Permits, Approvals & Inspections (PAI) 

Lawrence M. Stahl, Managing Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

Petition for Administrative Variance - 07 /08/13 Closing Date 

Case No. 2013-0301-A- 8706 Maravoss Lane 

After a review of the above-captioned case file, I am requesting that this case be set in for a 
public hearing. 

Our office is returning the file to you for further processing such as notifying the Petitioners, 
posting and advertising of the hearing notices. 

Thank you for your attention and cooperation in this matter. 

c: Office of People's Counsel 



TO: 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

Arnold Jablon, Director 
Department of Permits, Approvals 
And Inspections 

FROM: Dennis A. Kerfn1fcly, Supervisor 
Bureau of Development Plans 
Review 

SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting 
For June 24, 2013 
Item Nos. 2013- 0300,0301 , 0302 and 0304. 

DATE: June 21 , 2013 

The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject­
zoning items, and we have no comments. 

DAK:CEN 
Cc: file 

G:\DevPlanRev\ZAC -No Comments\ZAC06242013 - NO COMMENTS.doc 



DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Inter-Office Memorandum 

July 9, 2013 

Itristen Lewis, Office of Zoning Review 
Dep ment of Permits, Approvals & Inspections (PAI) 

Lawrence M. Stahl, Managing Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

Petition for Administrative Variance - 07 /08/13 Closing Date 

Case No. 2013-0301-A- 8706 Maravoss Lane 

After a review of the above-captioned case file, I am requesting that this case be set in for a 
public hearing. 

Our office is returning the file to you for further processing such as notifying the Petitioners, 
posting and advertising of the hearing notices. 

Thank you for your attention and cooperation in this matter. 

c: Office of People's Counsel 



DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Inter-Office Memorandum 

August 13, 2013 

Kristen Lewis, Office of Zoning Review 
Department of Permits, Approvals & Inspections (PAI) 

John E. Beverungen, Administrative Law JudgeOOC.. a 
Office of Administrative Hearings YJ tA/ 
Petition for Administrative Variance - 08/05/13 Closing Date 

Case No. 2013-0301-A- 8706 Maravoss Lane 

After a review of the above-captioned case file, I am requesting that this case be set in for a 
public hearing ( case involves chickens I sign posting requirement not fulfilled). 

Our office is returning the file to you for further processing such as notifying the Petitioners, 
posting and advertising of the hearing notices. 

Thank you for your attention and cooperation in this matter. 

c: Office of People's Counsel 



KEVIN KAMENET Z 
County Executive 

Stephen H. & Sandra Smith 
8706 Maravoss Lane 
Baltimore MD 21234 

August 6, 2013 

ARN O LD JAB LON 
Deputy Administrative Officer 

Director.Department of Permits, 
Approvals & Inspections 

RE: Case Number: 2013-0301 A, Address: 8706 Maravoss Lane 

Dear Mr. & Ms. Smith: 

The above referenced petition was accepted for processing ONLY by the Bureau of Zoning 
Review, Department of Permits, Approvals, and Inspection (PAI) on June 11, 2013. This letter is not an 
approval, but only a NOTIFICATION. 

The Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC), which consists of representatives from several approval 
agencies, has reviewed the plans that were submitted with your petition. All comments submitted thus far 
from the members of the ZAC are attached. These comments are not intended to indicate the 
appropriateness of the zoning action requested, but to ensure that all parties (zoning commissioner, 
attorney, petitioner, etc.) are made aware of plans or problems with regard to the proposed improvements 
that may have a bearing on this case. All comments will be placed in the permanent case file. 

If you need further information or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the 
commenting agency. 

WCR:jaf 

Enclosures 

c: People's Counsel 

W. Carl Richards, Jr. 
Supervisor, Zoning Review 

Zoning Review I County Office Building 
11 l West Chesapeake Avenue, Room 111 I Towson, Maryland 21204 1 Phone 410-887-3391 I Fax 410-887-3048 

· www.baltimorecountymd.gov 



Martin O'Malley, Governor I 
Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor 

Ms. Kristen Lewis 
Baltimore County Office of 

State~ I Darrell B. Mobley, Acting Secretary 
Melinda B. Peters, Administrator 

Administration 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Date: ~ /17 /; 3 

Permits and Development Management 
County Office Building, Room 109 
Towson, Maryland 21204 

Dear Ms. Lewis: 

Thank you for the opportunity to review your referral request on the subject of the above 
captioned. We have determined that the subject property does not access a State roadway and is 
not affected by any State Highway Administration projects. Therefore, based upon available 
information this office has no objection to Baltimore County Zoning Advisory Committee 
approval ofltem No. 'lol3 -030 (_A, 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Richard Zeller at 
410-545-5598 or 1-800-876-4742 extension 5598. Also, you may E-mail him at 
(rzeller@sha.state.md. us). 

SDF/raz 

Sincerely, 

~i~ f- Steven D. Foster, Chief 
Access Management Division 

My telephone number/toll-free number is ____ ___ _ _ 
Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 1.800.735.2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 • Phone 410.545.0300 • wwwroads .maryland.gov 
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Lawrence Stahl - Case 13-301-A, {admin variance), 8706 Maravoss Lane 

From: 
To: 

Date: 

Peter Zimmerman 

Beverungen, John; Stahl, Lawrence 

6/28/2013 1:08 PM 

Subject: case 13-301-A, (admin variance), 8706 Maravoss Lane 

CC: Richards, earl 

Gentlemen, 

Page 1 of 1 

This administrative variance case 13-301-A on a Maravoss Lane lot involves a request to permit chickens on an 
undersized (less than 1-acre lot). It is my understanding that the practice has been to treat such variance 
cases differently than the usual owner-occupied residential lot area and height administrative variances under 
Code Section 32-3-303. 

The reasoning is that they are hybrid involving variation to the requirements for "Land used for stabling and 
pasturing of animals" under BCZR Section 100.6, i.e. a hybrid use/area variance. In addition, they tend to 
attract more citizen concern than the more routine residential area and height variances. 

For example, case 13-304-A at 9 N Beaumont street has come in as a regular variance. Indeed, the property at 
Maravoss Lane, 12,624 square feet in area, is far less than the Beaumont Street lot at 20,000 square feet and 
thus requires a much larger variance. I note there is listed on the agenda a pending violation case for the 
Beaumont Street case, but the presumed lack of any violation case at Maravoss Avenue should not affect how 
the case is delineated and processed. 

Therefore, I suggest you consider changing case 13-301-A to a regular variance, with the usual posting and 
hearing. 

In addition, as we have seen similar inconsistencies in the processing of these types of 
animal/fauna/bird variance cases from time to time, I suggest that a uniform policy be set and communicated 
on this point. 

Respectfully, Peter Max Zimmerman 410 887-

01:; )~ 
to~ A t~ G u v A R } 'f\) 

µn 0"Jt 

file://C:\Documents and Settings\lstahl\Local Settings\Temp\XPgrpwise\51CD8AB2NCH_... 7/1 /2013 
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. Lawrence Stahl - Re: Case 13-301-A, (admin variance), 8706 Maravoss Lane 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

CC: 

Gentlemen, 

John Beverungen 

Lawrence Stahl; Peter Zimmerman 

6/28/2013 2:10 PM 

Re: Case 13-301-A, (admin variance), 8706 Maravoss Lane 

Carl Richards 

I just wanted to provide some input regarding the issues raised in Mr. Zimmerman's email. My comments are 
generic in nature, and do not concern the case referenced above on Maravoss Lane. I have not seen or 
reviewed that file, and AU Stahl routinely handles the administrative variance petitions for OAH. Also, I have in 
the recent past discussed some of these very issues with Mr. Zimmerman, and it does seem to be recurring with 
some frequency. I know I have had several "regular" zoning hearings in the last year or so on this issue. 

As noted, the BCZR requires 1 acre to keep chickens. The first issue concerns whether that is an "area" 
requirement which can be reduced by variance? The other side of the coin is that by granting such a variance, 
you are permitting a "use" in that zone (keeping chickens) that would otherwise not be permitted, and the BCZR 
arguably does not permit "use variances." 

If we decide that it is the former, and that an "area" variance is at issue in such cases, it seems like it could be 
processed as an administrative special hearing (variance) under BCC 32-3-303. Of course, that same law says 
that the zoning commissioner can decide to require a hearing in any event. As such, I tend to agree with Mr. 
Zimmerman that it would be helpful to have a "policy" on how these cases should be processed, but the 
question then becomes which agency (OAH or PAI) should adopt such a policy, and what if any formal 
requirements (i.e., public notice, hearing .... ?) must be observed before doing so? Having raised those questions, 
I confess I do not have the answers to same. 

Have a good weekend. 

John Beverungen 

>>> Peter Zimmerman 06/28/13 1:08 PM >>> 
Gentlemen, 

This administrative variance case 13-301-A on a Maravoss Lane lot involves a request to permit chickens on an 
undersized (less than 1-acre lot). It is my understanding that the practice has been to treat such variance 
cases differently than the usual owner-occupied residential lot area and height administrative variances under 
Code Section 32-3-303. 

The reasoning is that they are hybrid involving variation to the requirements for "Land used for stabling and 
pasturing of animals" under BCZR Section 100.6, i.e. a hybrid use/area variance. In addition, they tend to 
attract more citizen concern than the more routine residential area and height variances. 

For example, Case 13-304-A at 9 N Beaumont street has come in as a regular variance. Indeed, the property at 
Maravoss Lane, 12,624 square feet in area, is far less than the Beaumont Street lot at 20,000 square feet and 
thus requires a much larger variance. I note there is listed on the agenda a pending violation case for the 

file://C:\Documents and Settings\lstahl\Local Settings\Temp\XPgrpwise\51CD994FNCH_D... 7/1/2013 
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Beaumont Street case, but the presumed lack of any violation case at Maravoss Avenue should not affect how 
the case is delineated and processed. 

Therefore, I suggest you consider changing Case 13-301-A to a regular variance, with the usual posting and 
hearing. 

In addition, as we have seen similar inconsistencies in the processing of these types of 
animal/fauna/bird variance cases from time to time, I suggest that a uniform policy be set and communicated 
on this point. 

Respectfully, Peter Max Zimmerman 410 887-2188 

file://C:\Documents and Settings\lstahl\Local Settings\Temp\XPgrpwise\51CD994FNCH_D ... 7/1/2013 
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Lawrence Stahl - Re: Case 13-301-A, {admin variance}, 8706 Maravoss Lane 

From: earl Richards 

To: Beverungen, John; Stahl, Lawrence; Zimmerman, Peter 

Date: 6/28/2013 2:38 PM 

Subject: Re: case 13-301-A, (admin variance), 8706 Maravoss Lane 

Attachments: earl Richards. vd 

Peter, 
We consistently communicate to an applicant that if there is a violation we do not recommend admin. Also some 

applicants have chosen a special hearing because they are aware of animal hearings that have been protested as a 
use variance. This has happened with the proximity requirement with kennels. We try to keep all options open for 
the applicants, but they don't always take our advice. Also we do not want to usurp the zoning commissioner's option 
under(c){l). As an aside, long before 100.6 we would allow 1 of anything domestic as a pet. This policy worked well 
for years until there were horses behind row houses in Dundalk. Also there were the love birds that we only allowed 
one. Consider the one love bird, and in similar cases there could be a lonely chicken looking for a rooster QED 

w. earl Richards, Jr. 
Permits, Approvals and Inspections 
Zoning Review, Baltimore County Room 111, County Office Building 
111 West Chesapeake Avenue 
Towson, MD 21204 
410-887-3391; 410-887-3048 (fax) 
http://www. baltimorecountymd .gov /agencies/permits/pdm zoning/index. html 

>>> Peter Zimmerman 6/28/2013 1:08 PM >>> 
Gentlemen, 

This administrative variance case 13-301-A on a Maravoss Lane lot involves a request to permit chickens on an 
undersized {less than 1-acre lot). It is my understanding that the practice has been to treat such variance 
cases differently than the usual owner-occupied residential lot area and height administrative variances under Code 
Section 32-3-303. 

Toe reasoning is that they are hybrid involving variation to the requirements for "Land used for stabling and 
pasturing of animals" under BCZR Section 100.6, i.e. a hybrid use/area variance. In addition, they tend to attract 
more citizen concern than the more routine residential area and height variances. 

For example, case 13-304-A at 9 N Beaumont street has come in as a regular variance. Indeed, the property at 
Maravoss Lane, 12,624 square feet in area, is far less than the Beaumont Street lot at 20,000 square feet and thus 
requires a much larger variance. I note there is listed on the agenda a pending violation case for the Beaumont 
Street case, but the presumed lack of any violation case at Maravoss Avenue should not affect how the case is 
delineated and processed. 

Therefore, I suggest you consider changing case 13-301-A to a regular variance, with the usual posting and hearing. 

In addition, as we have seen similar inconsistencies in the processing of these types of 
animal/fauna/bird variance cases from time to time, I suggest that a uniform policy be set and communicated on this 
point. 

Respectfully, Peter Max Zimmerman 410 887-2188 

file: //C:\Documents and Settings\lstahl\Local Settings\ Temp\XPgrpwise\51 CD9FE3NCH _... 7/1/2013 



SJ?AT: Real Property Search Page 1 of 1 
• 

Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
Real Property Data Seard1 (,w2.IA) 

llALTIMORE COUNTY 

Account Identifier: District- 14 Account Number - 1414011050 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Premises Address 
8706 MARA VOSS LN 

0-0000 

SMITH STEPHEN H 
SMIT! I SANDRA 

8706 MARA VOSS LN 
BALTIMORE MD 21234-4726 

Owner Information 

Use: 
Principal Residence: 
Deed Reference: 

Location & Structure Information 

Legal Descrintion 

MARA VOSS 

Go Back 
View Map 

New Search 
GroundRent Redemption 
GroundRent Registration 

RESIDENTIAL 

YES 

1) /08012/ 00111 
2) 

Man 
0081 

Grid 
0003 

Parcel 
0727 

Sub District Suhdivision 
0000 

Lot 
IO 

Assessment Area Plat No: 

Special Tax Areas 

Prjmary Structure Huilt 
1954 

Town 

Ad Valorem 
Tax Class 

Enclosed Area 
1, 138 SF 

Stories 
1.500000 

.!!Mem..en.t 
YES 

IYn.e Exterior 
STANDARD UNIT BRICK 

Hase Value 

Land 75,100 

lmorovtmtnts; 133,300 

To.tal..; 208,400 

Preferential Land; 0 

NEUMANN FRANK H 

ARMS LENGTH IMPROVED 

Partial Exempt Assessments 
CJ!.un1y 

film 
Municipal 

Value 
As Of 
01 /01 /2012 

75,100 

94,300 

169,400 

NONE 

Prouerty Land Area 
12,624 SF 

Value Information 

Phase-in Assessments 
As Of As Of 
07/01 /2012 07/01 /2013 

169,400 169,400 

0 

Transfer Information 

Date: 
Deed I: 

10/31 / 1988 

/08012/ 00111 

Date: 
Deed I: 

Exemption Information 

Class 
000 

000 

000 

07/01 /2012 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Price: 
Deed 2: 

Price: 
Deed 2: 

Price: 
Deed 2: 

Plat Ref: 

County Use 
04 

$85 ,000 

07/01 /2013 

0.00 

Tax Exemnt: Snecial Tax Recanture: 
Exempt Class: NONE 

Homestead Application Information 

Homestead Apnlication Status: Anproved 02/17/2009 

0018/ 0100 

http:// sdatcert3 .resi usa. org/rp _rewrite/ details.aspx?County=04&Search Type=S TREET &Ac ... 7/9/2013 



Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
BALTIMORE COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

District - 14 Account Number - 1414011050 

6''40~ 

a , 1e/1--
P 7t 7 

Page 1 of2 

Go Back 
View Map 
New Search 

ARD OF EDU 

1876 /463 
26 04 A 

P 346 

The information shown on this map has been compiled from deed descriptions and plats and is not a property 

survey. The map should not be used for legal descriptions. Users noting errors are urged to notify the 

Maryland Department of Planning Mapping, 301 W. Preston Street, Baltimore MD 21201. 

If a plat for a property is needed, contact the local Land Records office where the property is located. 

Plats are also available online through the Maryland State Archives at www.plats.net. 

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2010. 
For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning 

web site at www.mdp.state.md.us/OurProducts/OurProducts.shtml 
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SDAT: Real Property Search Page 1 of 1 

Real Property Data Sea rch ( w3) 
:-,carcn tte1p 

Search Result for BALTIMORE COUNTY 

View Map 

Account Identifier: 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Premises Address: 

View GroundRcnt Redemption View GroundRcnt Rci: ist ration 

District- 14 Account Number - 1414011050 

Owner Information 

SMITH SIEPIIEN II 
SMITII SANDRA 
8706 MARAVOSS LN 
BALTIMORE MD 21234-4726 

Use: 
Principal Residence: 

Deed Reference: 

Location & Structure Information 

8706 MARA VOSS LN 
0-0000 

Legal Description: 

Subdivision: Section: Block: Lot: Assessment Year: 

RESIDENTIAL 
YES 
1) /08012/ 00111 
2) 

MARA VOSS 

Plat No: Map: Grid: Parcel: Sub District: 
0081 0003 0727 0000 B A 10 2012 Plat Ref: 0018/ 0100 

Special Tax Areas: 

Primary Structure Built 
1954 

Above Grade Enclosed Area 
1,138 SF 

Town: 
Ad Valorem: 
Tax Class: 

Finished Basement Area 
288 SF 

NONE 

Property Land Area 
12,624 SF 

County Use 
04 

Stories 
1.500000 

Basement 
YES 

ilfil Exterior Full/Half Bath Garage Last Major Renovation 
STANDARD UNIT BRICK 2 full/ 1 half 

Value Information 

Base Value Value 

Land: 
Improvements 
Total: 
Preferential Land: 

75,100 
133,300 
208,400 
0 

Seller: NEUMANN FRANK H 
~ARMS LENGTH IMPROVED 

Seller: 
Type: 

Seller: 
Type: 

Partial Exempt Assessments: 
County: 
State: 
Municipal: 

Tax Exempt: 
Exempt Class: 

Class 
000 
000 
000 

As of 
01/01/2012 
75,100 
94,300 
169,400 

Transfer Information 

Date: 10/31/1988 
Dccdl: /08012/ 00111 

Date: 
Deed 1: 

Date: 
Dcedl: 

Exemption Information 

Special Tax Recapture: 
NONE 

1 Attached 

Phase-in Assessments 
As of As of 
07/01/2012 07/01/2013 

169,400 

07/01/2012 
0.00 
0.00 
0.0010.00 

169,400 
0 

Price: $85,000 
Deed2: 

Price: 
Deed2: 

Price: 
Deed 2: 

07/01/2013 

0.0010.00 

Homestead Application Information 

Homestead Application Status: Approved 02/17/2009 

http://sdat.resiusa.org/RealProperty /Pages/ default.aspx 8/12/2013 



SDAT: Real Property Search Page 1 of 1 

New Search 
Baltimore County 

District: 14 Account Number: 1414011050 

The information shown on this map has been compiled from deed descriptions and plats and is not a property survey. The map should not be used for 
legal descriptions. Users noting errors are urged to notify the Maryland Department of Planning Mapping, 301 W. Preston Street, Baltimore MD 2·1201 . 

If a plat for a property is needed, contact the local Land Records office where the property is located. Plats are also available online through the Maryland 

State Archives at www.plats.net. 

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2011 . 

For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning web site at 
www.mdp.state.md.us/OurProducts/OurProducts.shtml. 

I [.8] Loading ... Please Wait. I Loading ... Please Wait. 

--> 
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SDAT: Real Property Se ch Page 1 of 1 

Real Property Oat.a Search ( w4) Search Help 

Search Result for BALTIMORE C:Ol INT\' 

View \ 'lap View GroundRent Redemption View GroundRcnt Registration 
Account Identifier: 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Premises Address: 

District - 14 Account Number - 1414011050 
Owner Information 

SMITH STEPHEN H 
SMITH SANDRA 
8706 MARA VOSS LN 
BALTIMORE MD 21234-4726 

Use: 
Principal Residence: 

Deed Reference: 

Location & Structure Information 

8706 MARA VOSS LN 
0-0000 Legal Description: 

RESIDENTIAL 
YES 
1) /08012/ 00111 
2) 

Map: Grid: Parcel: Sub District: 
0081 0003 0727 

Subdivision: Section: Block: Lot: Assessment Year: 
MARA VOSS 
Plat No: 

0000 B A 10 2012 
Town: 

Plat Ref: 0018/ 0100 
NONE 

Special Tax Areas: Ad Valorem: 
Tax Class: 

Primary Structure Built 
1954 

Above Grade Enclosed Area 
1,138 SF 

Finished Basement Area Property Land Area County Use 
288 SF 12,624 SF 04 

Stories Basement ~ Exterior Full/Half Bath Garage Last Major Renovation 
1.500000 YES STANDARD UNIT BRICK 2 full/ I half I Attached 

Value Information 

Base Value Value 

Land: 
Improvements 
Total: 
Preferential Land: 

Seller: NEUMANN FRANK H 

75,100 
133,300 
208,400 
0 

Type: ARMS LENGTH IMPROVED 
Seller: 
Type: 
Seller: 
Type: 

Partial Exempt Assessments: 
County: 
State: 
Municipal: 
Tax Exempt: 
Exempt Class: 

Class 
000 
000 
000 

As of 
01/01/2012 
75,100 
94,300 
169,400 

Transfer Information 

Date: 10/31/1988 
Deed I: /08012/ 00111 
Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 
Exemption Information 

Special Tax Recapture: 
NONE 

Phase-in Assessments 
As of As of 
07 /01/2013 07 /01/2014 

169,400 

07/01/2013 
0.00 
0.00 
0.0010.00 

169,400 
0 

Price: $85,000 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 

07/01/2014 

0.0010.00 

Homestead Application Information 

Homestead Application Status: Approved 02/17 /2009 

http://sdat.resiusa.org/RealProperty/Pages/default.aspx 11/19/2013 



SDAT: Real Property Se .. ch Page 1 of 1 

Baltimore County New Search (http://sdat.resiusa.org/RealPropertyl 

District: 14 Account Number: 1414011050 

The information shown on this map has been compiled from deed descriptions and plats and is not a property survey. The map should not be used for legal 
descriptions. Users noting errors are urged to notify the Maryland Department of Planning Mapping, 301 W. Preston Street, Baltimore MD 21201 . 

If a plat for a property is needed, contact the local Land Records office where the property is located. Plats are also available online through the Maryland State 
Archives atwww.plats.net(http://www.plats.net). 

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2011 . 

For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning web site at 
www.mdp.state.md.us/OurProducts/OurProducts.shtml(http://www.mdp.state.md.us/OurProducts/OurProducts.shtmll. 
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Case No.: -~,_~.2_~ 0~ \ ~3~---_ C)~'3.~c _ _:-_ A~-------

No. 1 

No.2 

No. 3 

No.4 

No. 5 

No. 6 

No. 7 

No. 8 

No. 9 

No. 10 

No. 11 

No. 12 

Petitioner/Developer 

s~ fl-
Or\<4.).~ 4 

Exhibit Sheet 

,o,...J ~/0 
v f"'\_"?-\rF Respondent 



8706 Maravoss Lane 

Lot# 182 

1423015425 

Lot# 182 

1413021600 

Lot# 179 

Lot# 179 

1402065800 

Lot# 176 

Lot# 176 

s·eo-o 

8710 

Lot# 12 1404037100 

8708 

Lot# 11 1422046175 

8706 

08181 
Lot # PDM# 140026 1414011050 

'""1µ-1 .... :11-1""'#:l""fPI-· -1,""0"":J""N"""•)•) 

* 

1423055250 

1423003090 

Lot# 8 

1407029125 (...__ 
5{-r6 8704 

1412003400~ 

~--... 1412022320 
Lot# 172 Pt. Bk. 0000018 , Folio 0100 

Lot# 169 

1413040500 

Lot# 169 

1404001970 
Lot# 5 

Publication Date: 5/10/2013 

Publication Agency: Permits, Approvals & Inspections 
Projection/Datum: Maryland State Plane, 
FIPS 1900, NAD 1983/91 HARN, US Foot 

Lot# 6 1419040630 

8702 

Lot# 8 1422001050 

Lot# 7 
1413028460 

8700 

0 10 20 80 
•MCJMC•-•=====---Feet 

60 40 
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ZONING HEARING-PLAN FOR VARIANCEJl_FORSPECIAlHEARING_ (MARKTIPEREQIJESTEDWITH~) 

ADDRESS a1 ob' M o.ro-vo sf la V)L OWN:ER(S), NAMEISl' ~f hen ~ Sa..n J hA. ~Yh;-rb 
SUBDIVISION NAME Mo.r~wo~ LOT# to BLOCK# A · SECTION 1-1) 
PLAT BOOK# 11_FOLIO# / OD 10 DIGITTAXff·J -~ J ~ .D j .1 ~ 2Q.DEED REF.# EE Q L.:?:../ Q .a .1 L 1 
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