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BALTIMORE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF
PERMITS AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
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ATTENTION:
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
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s1¢l ER AND DATE:

MARTIN OGLE
(77N POE™R)
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BALTIMORE ,MD 21220
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PHONE NUMBER:443-629-3411
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND
Legislative Session 2013, Legislative Dav No. 13

Resolution No. 73-13

Councilmembers Quuls. Marks & Bevins

By the County Counetl. August 5, 2013

A RESOLUTION of the Baltimore County Council requesting the Baltumore Connty Planning
Board to review relevant County laws and regulations relating to the use of land for the accessory. non-
commercial stablimg. pasturing and rasing of ammals, and to review the laws and policier of other
Jurizdictions relating to the accessory. non-commercial stabling. pasturing and rating of aumals, and to
report thewr tindings and recommendations to the County Council

WHEREAS. the Baltunore County Zong Regulations permit the accesxory stabling and pasturing
of certarn antmals that does not constitute a commercial agricultural operation (Bullx $1-93 and 63-09 ). and

WHEREAS. the Regulations alzo set torth lmitattons on the number of livestock permutted for
each acre and the minumum acreage required; and

WHEREAS. the County Council believes it iz appropriate to pertodically review and evaluate the
Countv s standards regarding the razing and pasturing ot non-commercial livestock and other animals, and
to make changes to County laws and policies where necessay to retlect current trends and standards:.

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE
COUNTY. MARYLAND. that the Baltunore County Plammng Board 1= requested to review County laws
and regulations relating to the uxe of land for the accessory, non-comniercial stablng. pasturing and rasing
of anumals, to review the laws and policies of other prsdictions relating to the accessory. non-commercial
stabling, pasturing and rasing of anumalz., to deternune what, 1f anv. changes are needed to Baltumore
County’s laws, regulations, or zomng clagsifications regarding such vses. and to report their findings and

recommendations to the County Couneil.
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Beware of unintended consequences in easing chicken rules
[Editorial]

9:35 AM EDT, August 21, 2013

Backyard chickens are trendy. Once, the opposite was true. In a movie, any scene showing advertisement
hens squawking in a yard was a clear signifier that it wasn't an upscale neighborhood.

Now, we learn that Williams-Sonoma, the high-end culinary retailer, is marketing a $1,500 chicken coop
($150 for delivery) that is "hand built in Washington state from western red cedar custom-milled by a
local, family-run saw mill." It includes a planter box for growing herbs. This is a poultry house with
prestige.

This change in public attitude has apparently not been lost on the Baltimore County Council. Some
members report being asked by constituents if the county's restrictions on backyard chickens can be
eased. As a result, a council resolution under consideration calls for a review of chicken regulations by
county planners.

"There seems to be a growing movement of people that are really into fresh eggs and healthy, organic
toods," said Council Chairman Tom Quirk, who sponsored the resolution.

At present, a county resident needs an acre or more of property to be permitted to raise chickens.
Backyard chicken coop advocates would like to see that acreage requirement reduced.

Currently, the county has 93 flocks registered.

The obvious issue here is whether those living next to these poultry proponents will share in their
neighbors' enthusiasm. We suspect not all will.

What will be the effect on property values when a yard next door is a cluckfest? When it comes time for
one of these birds to go into a pot, where is the messy prep business to be conducted?

What happens if a chicken aficionado's doting attention to his feathered friends turns to bored neglect? Is
this more work for animal control officials?

And what about "cock-a-doodle-do!" at 4 a.m.
Regulating all this looks like a nightmare.

And, a larger issue remains. As much as coop-keepers consider their birds a kind of pet, it is nevertheless
an agricultural activity normally conducted by farmers who raise chickens with professional — not
aesthetic — purpose. County planners should consider the wisdom of widening an agricultural use within
suburban zones.
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We think a high risk for unintended consequences would result from changing the backyard chicken
rules. They should be left as is.
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Balto. Co. may review backyard chicken regulations - baltimoresun.com  http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-county/catonsv...

"The councilpeople aren't experts in agriculture, by any stretch of the imagination,” Osborne said.

While many residents have asked to loosen the rules, some people are concerned about the "unintended
consequences" of more chickens, he said.

"After they stop laying eggs, what are you doing with them?" Osborne said.

Quirk said a planning board study of the issue would be only "the first stage" in a potential change in
regulations.

"I do think there's not a unified position from the council on this issue," Quirk said. "Several members
may be against it."

alisonk{@baltsun.com

twitter.com/aliknez
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June 11, 2013
To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing about the Thompson/Mercer’s chickens at 9 N Beaumont Ave in
Catonswville. We are their next door neighbors at 7B N Beaumont Ave.

We have had no trouble with, or complaints about, the chickens and support their efforts
to keep them.

Sincerely, - _
cw:f é/l/\/\/zj;. =
Chri ie&‘

0283

Dave Christie

7B N Beaumont Ave.
Catonsville, MD 21228



Tues .y June 11,2013

We live on O orne Avenue behind th o 1 n family. We know that they
have chickens in their back yard tt . n’tl r us at all.

Rich  1Ellen McCoy
6 Osborne Avenue
Catonsville, M., 21228



To Whom It May Concern:

Cheryl & David Wasmund
8 Osborne Avenue
Catonsville, Maryland 21228

May 25, 2013

We are the homeowners whose backyard abuts the Thompson/Mercer’s backyard at 9 North
Beaumont Avenue in Catonsville. Years ago they asked if we had any problems with their
keeping of a limited number of chickens in their backyard, and we agreed that it would be

perfectly acceptable.

The chickens, as maintained by our neighbors, have no negatives associated with them, and are
interesting animals. They are quieter than local, vocal dogs- they are rarely even heard; there are
no smells; they provided an agrarian learning experience for the Thompson/Mercer children (and
continue to do so for other area children) in an essentially urban neighborhood; and provide fresh
eggs for the Thompsons/Mercers, as well as neighbors.

Sincerely, )
/(}éa o ﬂzfonw,m
C ery‘l?Wasmund
&Lia/; L 7Ev 2l 7/
David Wasmund

8 Osborne Avenue
Catonsville, Maryland 21228



May 29, 2013
To Whom it May Concern:

We are writing this letter to express our support for the Thompson Mercer Family to keep chickens in
their yard at 9 N. Beaumont Ave., Catonsville, MD. Our backyard at 10 Osborne Ave. is very close to the
Thompson Mercer backyard and we have never been inconvenienced or offended by the chickens they
keep.

Sincerely,

Rachel and Peter Sangree
10 Osborne Ave., Catonsville, MD 21228



MARCIA SCHWARTZ & DOUGLAS HELFMAN

May 4, 2013
To Whom it May Concern:

We have no objection to the keeping of chickens by Kevin Mercer and Lindsay Thompson at
9 N Beaumont Avenue, Catonsville, MD 21228. We have never found any of their activity to create
a nuisance. We would prefer that they have no more than six chickens and do not have a rooster.

Sincerely,

Marcia Schwartz & Douglas Helfman
Owners 11 N Beaumont Avenue, Catonsville, MD 21228

11 NORTH BEAUMONT AVENUE » CATONSVILLE, MARYLAND - 21228-4402
PHONE: (410) 747-6967 EMAIL: DOUGHELFMAN@VERIZON.NET











