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After a hard rain on June 13, 2013 | walked in my backyard near the fence
our neighbor installed and sunk several inches in the mud. Trying to find out why
the water was backing up and not running off as it has done for the last 26 years, |
used a shovel to dig along the fence line to make a trench when | struck
something very solid. This is when | discovered he had poured a concrete barrier,
hidden behind the 2x10 framing. The barrier was placed in such a way that it
appears its only purpose is to ,.. »vent the water from draining down through the
swale on its natural path. On June 14, 2013 | approached Mr. McNabb once again
and this time tried to explain to him that he cannot purposely prevent the naturai
flow of the runoff. When | told him that the barrier he had constructed was
flooding me out, he said “He had to do that to keep the water on my property
from running onto his”. | told him that was the way it works, water goes downhill.
| told him that if he didn’t fix it | was going to call the county and they would make
him fix it. Mr. McNabb replied with, “Yeah, well we’ll see”

On June 17, 2013 | contacted Mr. Matt Gawel with “Balt....ore County
Sedin._at Con_. _I” and made a complaint. On June 18,2013 Mr Gawel inspected
the structure in question and informed me that he saw so many violations he
didn’t know where to start. | believe a citation was issued at this time and
apparently ignored.

On June 28, 2013 even after receiving the citation Mr. McNabb began
placing the framing for a roof on the structure. | approached him again and told
him that that “/ can save you some money before you put that roof on” then tried
to explain to him that he is not allowed to put a roof on it causing the runoff to
fall in our yard. He just looked at me then walked away. He continued putting
2x2’s up across a 2x8” framing then placed fabric across them which quickly
became “obviously moldy” but it remained until the weather became cold and
they finally removed it.

Our rear fence line is the center of a drainage swale. Beneath is a French
drain which was put in by the developer according to Baltimore County approved
plans. When we get a good rain the swale can grow to 10 feet wide. Half in our
yards and half up the hill to the woods line. Sometimes it looks like a river. |



should not be made to suffer because after all these years of the system working
correctly because Mr. McNabb decided to put in a deck, a sandy beach, a garden
and a pond in the middle of a drainage. The appearance of my backyard should
not suffer because of his mistakes. There is not one person who comes into my
yard who doesn’t ask “What is that things”.

Our ground consist of 2 to 3 inches of dirt that was put down by the builder
and beneath that white clay as hardascoir ¥ Mc.. of the rain water runs on
top of the ground. | do not believe that the 2x10’s on the ground or the area
beneath the deck, filled solid with gravel, will allow the water to run free. | believe
the barrier was built for one thing and that was as a retaining wall to keep the
rain from flowing freely. | request the entire structure be removed and if replaced
Mr. McNabb be made to follow the rules in accordance with county code.

Made Complaint on june 17 Second Citation on Sept 19

First Hearing on Oct 23 Second Hearing on Dec 4



Matt Gawel Baltimore County Sediment Control  410-887-4586
410-887-3226

During construction told Brian fence couldn’t be more than 6’ tall. Told him there was a setback
for deck. Told him he couldn’t put a roof on and drain into my yard.

Rained sonr i around Thur, 13“', found problem.

Emailed with Question on Friday, 6/14 Matt emailed right back, needed more info

Talked to Brian 6/15 about the wall. He said he had to do it or the rain water would come down
on his property. | told him if he didn’t fix it | would call the County and they would make him
take it down. He said we’'ll see..

Called Mon, 6/17 and made complaint to Matt.

Matt came out around Tue, 6/18. Said he saw numerous violations. | think he spoke to
someone there that day.

With no work being done | called Matt on Tue, 6/25 to see what was going on. Said he had
appointment with Brian the next day, Wed 6/26 at 1100.

With no work being done, | emailed Matt on Fri, 7/5 to see what the time line was. He said he
would wait a week or two and come out to see if work was being done. If not might fine Brian.
Possibility he would file for variance. | told him that would be fine. | would not let it stay. Matt
said he would think that board would make him take the whole thing down.

With NO response from Matt from The email on 7/5 | again emailed him on 7/15 and ask him if
he thought he couldn’t help what my next step should be.














