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OPINION 

This matter comes before the Baltimore County Board of Appeals ("Board") as an appeal 

from the April 7, 2021 order of the Administrative Law Judge denying ("Petitioners'), Christopher 

J. and Jessica L. Hughes' request variance relief from § I 00.6 of the Baltimore County Zoning 

regulations. ("BCZR"), to permit the housing of chickens for non-commercial use on a residential 

lot that is 33,512 sq. ft. in lieu of the required 43,560 sq. ft. or one-acre minimum lot size. 

A hearing was held before this board via Webex on August 31, 2021. Petitioner, Jessica L 

Hughes appeared prose. Prior to the hearing before this board, a telephone call was received from 

Protestant, Shirley McGonigle, stating that she was opposed to the requested relief but would not 

be attending the hearing. Though the phone call is noted for the record, contents of this call are 

not considered as evidence for this Board to consider. A public deliberation was held via Webex 

on September 23, 2021. 

Petitioner, Jessica Hughes provided testimony regarding why her family was interested in 

raising chickens on the property and provided the Board with several articles in an effort to dispel 

misconceptions regarding noise, smell, disease, and rodent control in conjunction with raising 

chickens on a residential property. Ms. Hughes also testified that her property was unique in its · 

topography in that the area where the chickens would be housed is shielded by trees from adjacent 

neighbors. (CBA Petitioners Exhibits F-L). 
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As enunciated under Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (BCZR) § 307 and Maryland 

common law, in order to be entitled to variance release, the Petitioners must satisfy a two-step 

analysis summarized as follows: 

(1) it must be shown that the property is unique in a manner which makes it unlike 
surrounding properties and that the uniqueness or peculiarity is what necessitates 
the requested relief, and. 

(2) if a variance relief is denied, petitioner will experience practical difficulty or 
hardship. Cromwell v. Ward, 102. Md. App. 691,699 (1995). 

Finally, "unless there is a finding that the property is unique, unusual, or different, the 

process stops here and the variance is denied without any consideration of practical difficulty or 

unreasonable hardship." Mueller v. Peoples Counsel for Baltimore County, 177 Md. App. 71 

(2007). 

While Ms. Hughes testified that the property at issue as having "unique" characteristics, 

no evidence was submitted that this "uniqueness" was the catalyst for the relief requested. 

Conversely, Ms. Hughes testified that the "unique" topography of the property allowed the 

chickens to be located in an area on the property that is shielded from adjacent neighbors. 

Unfortunately, this is not the type of"uniqueness" contemplated in the Cromwell analysis. While 

Ms. Hughes provided a compelling case as to the benefits of raising chickens on her property, the 

Board is bound by the statutory and common law requirements for the granting of such variances. 

The testimony before this Board failed to meet the first prong of the Cromwell analysis as to 

uniqueness. Consequently, this Board is not required to consider the second prong regarding 

practical difficulty. Despite Ms. Hughes' cogent advocacy for the benefits ofraising chickens on 

her property, zoning regulations require a full acre for such activity, thus her request must be 

denied. 
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Andrew M. Belt 

Bryan T. Pennington 

In the matter of: Christopher and Jessica Hughes 
Case No: 21-054-A 

ORDER 

THEREFORE, IT IS THIS t'f-- day of December, 2021 by the Board of Appeals 

of Baltimore County 

ORDERED, that the Petition for Variance from§ 100.6 of the Baltimore County Zoning 

regulations ("BCZR") to permit the housing of chickens for non-commercial use on the residential 

lot that is 32,512 sq. ft. in lieu of the required 43,560 sq. ft. (one-acre) minimum lot size being 

here is hereby DENIED. 

Any petition for judicial review from this decision must be made in accordance with Rule 

7-201 through Rule 7-210 of the Maryland Rules. 

BOARD OF APPEALS 
OF BALTIMORE COUNTY 
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Krysundra "Sunny" Cannington 
Administrator 

~oar~ of J\ppeals of ~altimorr arounty 

JEFFERSON BUILDING 
SECOND FLOOR, SUITE 203 

105 WEST CHESAPEAKE AVENUE 
TOWSON, MARYLAND, 21204 

410-887-3180 
FAX: 410-887-3182 

December 9, 2021 

Christopher and Jessica Hughes 
713 Hollow Road 
Ellicott City, Maryland 21 04 3 

RE: In the Matter of: Christopher and Jessica Hughes 
CaseNo.: 21-054-A 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hughes: 

Enclosed please find a copy of the final Opinion and Order issued this date by the Board of 
Appeals of Baltimore County in the above subject matter. 

Any petition for judicial review from this decision must be made in accordance with Rule 7-
201 through Rule 7-210 of the Maryland Rules, WITH A PHOTOCOPY PROVIDED TO THIS 
OFFICE CONCURRENT WITH FILING IN CIRCUIT COURT. Please note that all Petitions 
for Judicial Review filed from this decision should be noted nnder the same civil action number. 
Ifno such petition is filed within 30 days from the date of the enclosed Order, the subject file will be 
closed. 

Very truly yours, 

KLC/taz 
Enclosure 

c: Shirley McMonigle 
Office of People's Counsel 
Paul M. Mayhew, Managing Administrative Law Judge 
Stephen Lafferty, Director/Department of Planning 
C. Pete Gutwald, Director/PAI 
Nancy C. West, Assistant County Attorney/Office of Law 
James R. Benjamin, Jr., County Attorney/Office of Law 
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Image 1.  Panoramic View from Northeast corner of deck, ground level. 
Photo taken August 9, 2021 
A—the upper parking lot of Charles James Circle. 
B—717 Hollow Road 
There is dense forest behind our home that shields all properties other than 717 Hollow Road and 715 Hollow Road from view of the east side of 
our back yard. 

 

 

Image 2.  Panoramic View from West edge of property.  My back is on the property line with 702 Charles James Circle. 
Photo taken August 9, 2021 
A—704 Charles James Circle 
B—the upper parking lot of Charles James Circle 
C—Position from which Image 1 was taken. 
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William J. Dickey

Oella History
Nestled in the wooded hills reaching down to the Patapsco River, Oella is a time

capsule — a step back into history. Named for the first woman to spin cotton in
America, the village owes its creation to the presence of immense water power.

That is what attracted the Union Manufacturing Company, the
first textile company to be chartered by the State of Maryland.
Founded in 1808, the company briefly achieved renown as the
largest cotton mill in America. The Union mill also experienced
fire and flood, good and bad times. The bad times led to the
auction of the mill, its village, and surrounding land in 1887.
William J. Dickey bought the property and gradually shifted
production to woolens. The mill burned down in 1918 and was
promptly rebuilt. It went on to achieve the distinction of
becoming America's foremost producer of fancy menswear
woolens. The demand for these fabrics dropped with the
introduction of synthetics and double knits and the trend to casual
dress. In 1972 the mill closed and was sold to a machinery dealer.

It's gone now — the sight of richly colored fabrics; the aroma of dyes, chemicals,
and wool; the feel of tweed, saxonies, and shetlands; the clatter of looms echoing off
the hillside. No longer do hundreds of workers pour in and out of the mill at shift
change. No longer does water from the mill race set the electric turbines humming.
Stripped of the machinery and workers that gave life to its brick walls, now all is just
a memory.

Mill Families

Along a three-quarter-mile stretch of Oella Avenue, there exists something more
tangible than a memory — the homes of generations of mill workers, the men and
women who turned out millions of yards of cloth. Their first homes were built of
stone a few years before the War of 1812. Early in the 19th century, log cabins were
tucked into the steep slopes, while a scattering of vernacular styles emerged over the
years. Brick houses appeared before the Civil War. In the late 19th century
construction shifted to Victorian-era frame houses with bracketed cornices. Around
the time of World War I, a number of cottage-style kit homes added to the diversity of
Oella's architecture. Thereafter, all house building stopped. The automobile made it
unnecessary to provide additional lodging for workers.

About Us  ||  Oella History  ||  Homes for Sale  ||  Lots for Sale  ||  Contact Us  ||  Home

http://www.oellacompany.com/aboutus.html
http://www.oellacompany.com/history.html
http://www.oellacompany.com/homesforsale.html
http://www.oellacompany.com/lotsforsale.html
http://www.oellacompany.com/contactus.html
http://www.oellacompany.com/index.html
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Oella Mill

Until its closing in 1972 the mill was the heartbeat of the community. The
shutdown caused economic and social shock that worsened in June of the same year
as Hurricane Agnes swept down the Patapsco Valley. The flood ravaged low-lying
areas and severely damaged the 1 ¾-mile mill race, reputedly the longest in America
to power one mill. Sewerage problems worsened. This was a community where
outhouses still dotted the landscape, and the few indoor bathrooms emptied into the
river or the now-stagnant mill race.

As Oella reeled under these natural and
economic disasters, the company sold the mill
village, exclusive of the mill, to Charles Wagandt,
a great grandson of William J. Dickey. The new
owner formed the Oella Company and went to
work with architects, engineers, land planners, and
Baltimore County officials. The seeds of new life sprouted. An Oella
community association was formed. Working with County, State, and Federal
governments and with the help of local residents and political leaders, the

Oella Co. finally received public water and sewer services in 1984. These facilities extended far beyond the
original mill village and thus benefitted a large area.

In the meantime, Baltimore County produced a master plan for the community that the County Council
subsequently approved. In 1983, the County and the Oella Company signed a unique Agreement of Intent,
whereby both parties joined in seeking an improved quality of life for the Oella area. Programs evolved to make
it possible for long-term tenants to remain in upgraded, affordable housing.

The Oella Company sought to preserve the architectural integrity of the streetscape. It practiced smart
growth before the term ever entered the lexicon of land planning. Sensitive infill development with
predominately clustered housing preserved open space and wooded hills. Southern Management has also
supported smart growth by buying the mill from its most recent owners, rehabilitating the structure with the
approval of the Maryland Historical Trust, and recycling it into upscale loft apartments. Meanwhile the Oella
Co. is breathing new life into the historic stone buildings at the lower end of the village. This area is known as
Granite Hill and will see a cluster of new homes to complement the old. Granite Hill looks across the Patapsco
River to Ellicott City, site of America's first railroad terminus and a charming old hill town of shops and
restaurants.

A block away is the 1789 George Ellicott House, which has been saved, moved out of the flood plain, and
restored. Oella adjoins the Patapsco Valley State Park and Baltimore County's Benjamin Banneker Historical
Park, which commemorates America's first black man of science. Nearby are scenic hiking trails.

This is a region of great rugged beauty. Oella is a place apart amid wooded hills
and white water, yet within 20 minutes of Baltimore Inner Harbor and BWI Airport.
The Washington Beltway is less than 30 minutes away. Nowhere in Maryland is
there such a remarkable example of fine mill-village architecture so picturesquely
situated and continuously occupied since before the War of 1812. Educational,
cultural, recreational, economic, and scenic opportunities abound. In Oella the past
looks forward to a promising future as it passes its bicentennial in 2008.

 

http://www.oellacompany.com/aboutus.html
http://oellamill.com/index.cfm
http://www.oellacompany.com/homesforsale.html
http://www.ellicottcity.net/
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Chances are, if you’re reading this article, you’re thinking about keeping chickens, but aren’t 
convinced – or you already keep chickens and were just looking for something to read! 
Either way, welcome! Now, back to the topic. When it comes to keeping chickens, especially 
for those who are just beginning to look into the topic, it can seem daunting, difficult, and 
maybe even a little stressful. And as appealing as the idea of keeping chickens might be, 
you may be wondering – is it really worth it? In this article, I’m going to be talking about 
some different reasons as to why chickens are a great choice, and after looking at the facts, 
hopefully, it’ll help you make up your mind. 
 
 
1. Eggs 
  
Yum, eggs! There’s something so appealing about seeing an egg on your breakfast plate 
and knowing that it came from your own flock. 
You can decide if you want to free-range your flock or feed them organic feed. It’s your 
choice, and it makes it a lot easier than scanning the shelves for the exact carton of eggs 
you want in the store. Also, to clear up any confusion – no, you don’t need roosters for hens 
to lay eggs. 
Also, if you’ve ever dreamed of having a beautiful collection of eggs in different colors and 
tones (Think – green, blue, white, pink, brown, cream, and more!) now’s your chance! You 
can pick out different breeds that lay the egg color you prefer – though the eggs only 
change by looks, not by taste. 
Chicken eggs are a powerhouse of nutrients – Vitamin D, iodine, phosphorus, and lots of 
other very healthy things – and studies show that chickens that you raise at home in healthy 
conditions will lay far more nutritious eggs than those raised on commercial factory farms. 
Doesn’t it sound amazing to be able to go out to the coop and grab a freshly laid egg for 
your breakfast? And if you’re stuck at home for some time, you’ll still have fresh food! 
 
 
 
2. Low-Maintenance 
Seriously. Chickens are surprisingly easy to keep and don’t require much time to take care 
of. The most time-consuming part of keeping chickens is getting started. (Gathering 



supplies, building the coop, getting set up, researching – but even that isn’t too hard!) 
On an average day, you could spend about 20 minutes taking care of the chickens if you 
wanted. You’d want to give them feed, fresh water, let them out of their coop in the 
morning, lock them up at night, and gather eggs. Of course, if you love your chickens like I 
do, you might find yourself reading books to them and having a chat over a cup of tea with 
them – but obviously, that’s not mandatory. 
Cleaning the coop generally shouldn’t need to be done every day – depending on the size 
of the coop and amount of your chickens, it could be from once a week to several months – 
especially if you end up using the deep litter method. 
Chickens are also extremely common right now, so it’s super easy to find supplies to raise 
them – you can even buy entire chicken coops, just make sure the coop is sturdy and good 
quality before buying! 
Chickens are really simple to take care of, and raising them can be extremely satisfying. 
 
 
3. Inexpensive 
That’s right. Chickens aren’t expensive to raise at all. True, if you buy a vast, pre-built coop 
and luxury items for the flock, things are going to get a little pricy. But in general, keeping 
chickens can leave you happy and satisfied without ending up with an empty wallet. 
Common chicken breeds can cost around $5 per chick at your local feed store, and feed, 
bedding, and other essentials often don’t cost much – depending on your area, you can 
easily buy them for less than $20. Even coops – when hand-built and made with recycled 
materials – can cost less than $100. Or even better, if you have a shed or old playhouse, you 
can EASILY convert it to the coop for little money. 
So, to sum it up (No pun intended), raising these beautiful, egg-laying chickens probably 
isn’t going to leave you bankrupt – and they’ll be giving you free breakfast. It’s a win-win! 
 
 
 
4. Reduce Waste 
Think of it – when you’re cooking, you’re probably going to end up with scraps of food – 
and oftentimes, those scraps are going to end up in the trash. 
Why waste something that would be happily enjoyed by your outdoor friends? The 
chickens! They’ll happily munch on scraps, leftovers, or food that isn’t spoiled – but might 
look bruised. Just remember not to give them food like pizza too often – that’s not great for 
their health. 
But adding some kitchen scraps to their diet can give them some extra vitamins and 
nutrients, especially if they don’t free-range. Do make sure to review poisonous foods for 
chickens, so you don’t accidentally feed them something bad. But if you give them some 
yummy scraps, your chickens will thank you! 
If you take up raising chickens, you’ll not only be having a flock full of fun antics and making 
you smile every time you see them, but they’ll be helping you reduce waste from the 



kitchen! 
 
 
 
5. Fertilizer 
Yep! Not only can you reduce waste by giving your chickens scraps, but if you garden, you 
can use your flock’s droppings to grow more food for your kitchen, and then those scraps 
can go to your flock! It’s a never-ending cycle! 
Just remember that you shouldn’t put the manure on your plants immediately – you want to 
let it age first. Mixing it with leaves, straw bedding, and other green compost is a great way 
to ‘cook’ it. 
And if you don’t garden, or you have too much manure for yourself to handle, many 
gardeners would be happy to take it off your hands! 
 
 
6. Factory Farming 
Sadly, when it comes to factory farming, animals are often very inhumanely treated. 
Chickens are commonly kept in cages with 3 or more birds per cage. The general rule of 
thumb for these unlucky birds is 61 square inches – that’s not even a square foot, as 
compared to the minimum of 2 square feet per bird in the coop for most chickens. 
The wire flooring in the cages hurt the chicken’s feet, and their general life quality is poor. 
There are some egg farms that raise their chickens humanely, but these eggs can be very 
expensive and are often hard to find. 
By raising your own flock, you’ll be giving your chickens a better life, and not supporting 
inhumane businesses – instead eating fresh, nutritious eggs from your flock that you can 
raise how you want – and you know what they eat and how they’re treated! Plus, as said 
before, those eggs from your own backyard are likely to be much more nutritious than 
those factory eggs. 
 
 
7. Pest Control 
Many chickens are great at pest control. They love patrolling the area, searching for tasty 
bugs to grab, which is beneficial for all of us. 
Some pests that they especially like are ticks, mosquitos, ants, slugs, and more! So, if you 
have anything like slugs ruining your garden, chickens just might be the way to go. They’ll 
be happy to take down some of those pests for you! Silkies and bantam breeds are 
especially known for their slug-hunting skills! 
 
 
 
8. Sustainable Living 
There’s something about being able to walk out to the coop, gather eggs from your very 



own flock that you’ve raised, and then use those eggs to provide a nourishing meal for 
yourself or others that is truly unique and rewarding. 
The fact that you were able to raise those chicks and be able to provide some of your own 
food is eye-opening. What could you do next? If you live on enough land, chickens can be 
the gateway to goats, bees, ducks, and more. Or you could start to learn more about 
gardening so that you could grow more food. Or maybe raising your own little flock is 
enough, just knowing that you don’t depend completely on the grocery store for all of your 
food is really…uplifting. 
Chickens can be used for more than just eggs, too. They can produce manure for the 
garden, and if you’re interested in raising your own meat, chickens are a starting point that 
many will begin with. 
When it comes right down to it, being able to raise your own food, eggs, meat, or more, is a 
beautiful, wonderful thing to accomplish. 
 
 
9. Education 
Chickens are a great way to learn where your food comes from and learn more about the 
animals that you might encounter in everyday life, or the products from these animals that 
you commonly use. 
If you have children, it’s also a great opportunity to teach them responsibility by letting 
them take part in the chicken-tending. Collecting eggs, refilling feeders, and more are all 
great ways for them to learn about caring for the world around them and to be dependable. 
 
 
10. Pets 
Nowadays, chickens as pets have been on a rise. And for some good reasons, too! 
They’re easier to care for and less expensive than cats or dogs, and they’re the pet that 
makes breakfast – I say that’s a pretty neat combo! Chickens are the type of pet that seems 
to always make you smile and have funny little antics that often will leave you laughing. It’s 
also extremely peaceful to watch them, and many chickens will happily jump up into your 
lap for some snuggle time. Some breeds, like the Silkie, are particularly great for pets, with 
their soft, down-like feathers. 
Chickens are also great for therapy and becoming more and more popular for this purpose. 
Chicken therapy has been found to be a great success for people with anxiety, depression, 
autism, and loneliness, giving people a sense of purpose, order, and self-worth. I personally 
have found great comfort in chickens and consider them my “emotional support animals.” 
In my opinion, chickens make a wonderful choice for pets, and they have some great 
qualities that make them a great option, like the ease of caring for them and their bonus of 
laying eggs. 
 
Conclusion 
Chickens are great animals, they’re friendly, hardy, easy to care for, and are multi-purpose – 



whether you’re interested in keeping them as pets, livestock, or both, they’re a great choice 
to have around. There are many more reasons as to why to keep chickens, but these are my 
main reasons. So, do you think chickens are the right animals for you? If so, there are many 
resources for keeping chickens, like books, websites, and of course, here on BYC! Keeping 
chickens is not only fun and easy but extremely beneficial! Thank you for taking the time to 
read this, and if you have any feedback, suggestions, comments, or questions, please leave a 
comment or review!* Thanks again, and I hope this article was helpful! Have a great 
day!  
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I don’t believe in magic numbers for chickens. We keep them in so many different 
conditions, in different climates, with different flock make-ups, use so many different 
management techniques, and have different goals so no one magic number will cover us all. 
Summer in Miami may be different from winter in Nova Scotia, for example. I find that the 
tighter I crowd them the more behavioural problems I am likely to have, the less flexibility I 
have in dealing with problems, and the harder I have to work. 
 
The behavioral problems from overcrowding could be anywhere from them being loud, 
feather-picking, bullying, fighting, all the way to cannibalism. Flexibility is not just dealing 
with behavioral problems but maybe integration and broody hens, predator problems or 
many other things. As an extreme example, say you have damage to your run where you 
cannot safely keep your chickens penned during the day. Do you have to miss a day’s work 
or not take your kids to school to deal with it immediately or can you lock them in the coop 
until you have time to deal with it on your schedule? As for hard work, think poop 
management. The smaller space they are in the more you have to physically manage the 
poop. 
  
What is important is how much space is available when they need it. Whether that space in 
in your coop, coop and run, or they sleep in trees and totally free range doesn’t matter. If all 
you use your coop for is to provide a safe place for them to sleep and you commit to 
getting up when they do 365 days a year so you can open the pop door, you really don’t 
need much space in the coop itself. The space available is the coop plus the run or maybe 
free range. But the more you commit yourself to a specific way of managing them, the less 
flexibility you have. For instance, how hard will it be to find someone to take care of your 
chickens when you go on vacation if they have to be there at dawn as opposed to 9:00 a.m. 
being OK? 
 
 
I understand that people without experience need general guidelines to go by. There are 
several rules of thumb to help people get started. A popular one on this forum is 4 square 
feet per chicken in the coop along with 10 square feet per chicken in the run. This is geared 
toward people with a small backyard flock in suburbia, not a big flock in a rural setting. It 



will keep most people out of trouble in a wide range of climates and using different 
management techniques. That means it is overkill for a lot of people as far as the bare 
absolute minimum they could get by with, but occasionally it proves to be a bit tight. Still it 
is a good starting point. 
 
Some of the things that make up the space requirement are, in my opinion: 
  

1. Personal space for the birds. They have different personalities and different individual 
requirements. Some are very possessive of personal space and some can share. Each flock 
has its own dynamics. There are breed tendencies but individual birds of the same breed 
can have totally different personalities. 
 
2. Access to feeder and waterer. 
 
3. Being able to put the feeder and waterer where they will not poop in it when they roost. 
 
4. Roost spacing. They not only need to have enough room to sleep on the roost, they need 
to have enough room for them to spread their wings and fly to the roost and to sort out 
who gets to sleep next to whom and who gets the prime spots once they get on the roost. 
When they get on, they may jump from some midway support or fly directly to the roost, 
but either way, they like to spread their wings. And some chickens seem to enjoy blocking 
the entry points if there are limits. When they get off, mine tend to want to fly down, not 
jump to a halfway point. They need room to fly down without bumping into feeders, 
waterers, nesting boxes, or a wall. 
 
The more chickens you have the less roost space per chicken you need. They don’t take up a 
lot of room when they are roosting once access and maneuvering room is provided. But I 
find that mine can be pretty vicious on the roosts as they are settling down, especially when 
I am integrating. I find it helps to have lots of roost space, not the bare minimum. 
 
5. Poop load. The larger area they have the less often you have to actively manage the 
poop. They poop a lot while on the roost so you may have to give that area special 
consideration, but mucking out the entire coop can be backbreaking work plus you have to 
have some place to put all that bedding and poop. In my opinion, totally cleaning out the 
coop is something that needs to happen as seldom as possible. 
 
You can help manage poop load by using a droppings board but that commits you to 
regularly scraping the poop off and dealing with it. 
 
6. How often are they able to get out of the coop? How often they are allowed out of the 
coop may depend on a lot more than just weather. Your work schedule, when you are able 



to turn them loose, what time of day you open the pop door to let them out or lock them 
up at night, all this and more enters into the equation. The 4 square feet recommendation 
assumes they will spend extended time in the coop and not be able to get in the run 
occasionally. What that extended time can safely be depends on a lot of different factor so 
there is no one correct length of time for everyone. 
 
7. Do you feed and water in the coop or outside. The more they are outside, the less 
pressure on the size of the coop. 
 
8. The size of the chicken. Bantams require less room than full sized chickens. This has to be 
tempered by breed and the individual personalities. Some bantams can be more protective 
of personal space than others, but this is also true of full sized breeds. Young chicks need 
less space than mature adults but in a mixed age flock, extra room is important. 
 
9. The breed of the chicken. Some handle confinement better than others. 
 
10. The number of chickens. The greater the number of chickens, the more personal space 
they can have if the square foot per chicken stays constant. Let me explain. Assume each 
chicken occupies 1 square foot of space. If you have two chickens and 4 square feet per 
chicken, the two chickens occupy 2 square feet, which leaves 6 square feet for them to 
explore. If you have ten chickens with 4 square feet per chicken, each chicken has 30 
unoccupied square feet to explore. A greater number also can give more space to position 
the feeders and waterers properly in relation to the roosts and provide access. In general 
the more chickens you have the less space per chicken you need. 
 
11. What is your flock make-up? Adding one rooster to a flock of hens does not greatly 
increase the required space needed, though it sometimes helps flock dynamics if they have 
more space. But adding a second or additional roosters can greatly affect the amount of 
room they need. Often multiple roosters will split the flock into separate harems with each 
rooster claiming his own territory. That reduces conflict. 
 
12. What is the maximum number of chickens you will have. Consider hatching chicks or 
bringing in replacements. Look down the road a bit. 
 
13. Do you want a broody to raise chicks with the flock? A broody needs sufficient room to 
work with. 
 
14. The more space you have, the easier it is to integrate chickens. Chickens have developed 
a way to live together in a flock. It’s called the pecking order. But establishing that pecking 
order can sometimes be pretty violent. One method they use to take most of the danger 
out of establishing the pecking order is that the weaker runs away from the stronger when 
there is a confrontation or they just avoid the stronger to start with. They need room to run 



away and avoid. 
 
15. The more space you have the more flexibility you have dealing with problems or altering 
your management techniques. That’s just basic. 
 
I'm sure I am missing several components, but the point I'm trying to make is that we all 
have different conditions. There is no magic number that suits us all. I generally cringe when 
I see a post asking “How many chickens can I shoehorn into this size space?” I think the 
better way to look at it is to first decide how many chickens you want, then ask “How can I 
provide sufficient space?” 
 
Some people consider giving chickens extra space to be coddling the chickens. Let’s 
examine that. If I give them extra space I have to deal with fewer behavior problems, I have 
more flexibility in managing them or in dealing with problems that come up, and I don’t 
have to work as hard. Is that coddling the chickens or is that not going out of my way to 
make my life harder than it has to be? 
 
For more discussions on the coop sizes and flock management see the Coop & Run and 
the Managing Your Flock forum sections. 
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A backyard chicken coop. [UC ANR]

Standard chicken wire is large enough for rodents to fit
through. [UC ANR]

House mice can be pests in chicken coops. [UC ANR]

Published on: May 10, 2017

Rodent Control in and Around Backyard Chicken Coops

[From the May 2017 issue of the UC IPM Retail Newsletter]

Keeping backyard chickens is becoming increasingly popular in residential areas around
California. Your store may be selling pre-made chicken coops, feed, or other accessories,
or you may be getting questions about rodent pests in chicken houses.

Chicken coops are sometimes associated with mild to serious rodent infestations.
Rodents, such as rats and house mice, are not only predators of chickens and eggs, they
can carry and transmit many diseases to both chickens and humans. For rodents, as well
as most pests in and around the home and garden, advise your customers to use
proactive instead of reactive management practices to address potential problems or
issues.

Sanitation around the coop
Rodents are attracted to
sources of food and water
found in many chicken
coops. To limit these
attractive items:

Remove chicken food
at night, if possible.
Use a mobile chicken
feeder and store it in a
place inaccessible to
rodents. Use a rodent
proof container made
from heavy duty metal
or plastic to prevent
access.
Keep your chicken
coop as clean as possible. Remove any spilled grain that may attract rodents or other pests.
Do not leave eggs in the coop overnight. Eggs are an excellent food source for rodents.
Remove water from your chicken coop at night and replenish it in the morning.

Exclusion
Exclusion can be a very long lasting and effective method for combating rats and mice.
Mice can squeeze through very small holes (< 1/4 inch) so it is important to repair any
opening to the chicken enclosure that mice could potentially get through.

It is more difficult for rodents to gnaw on flat surfaces of durable materials. Make sure
the surfaces of your chicken coop are well constructed from hard materials such as
concrete, galvanized sheet (24 gauge), brick, or hardware cloth (24 gauge).

Keep all doors and hatches to chicken coops closed to prevent easy rodent access and
ensure doors are well sealed. Do not use materials like plastic sheathing, wood, rubber,
or green cement to seal openings. These gnawable materials don't work well and can be
used as access points for rodents. Stuffing steel wool into openings is only a temporary
fix.

PESTS IN THE URBAN LANDSCAPEPESTS IN THE URBAN LANDSCAPE
Home, landscape, and structural pest news from the UC Statewide Integrated Pest Management
Program
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Adult roof rat. [J.K.Clark]

Trapping
Trapping is a very effective method of rodent control. However, be aware that traps have
the potential to injure curious birds, too. Place traps under milk crates or other areas
where chickens do not have access. You can also set traps at night when chickens are
inside the coop.

Rats are especially neophobic (afraid of new things), so to increase your trapping
success, bait traps with a locally available food source such as chicken feed.

Using Rodenticide
Rodenticide can be applied in secured bait stations. Generally, rodenticide cannot be
placed more than a specified distance from a man-made structure (usually no more than
50 feet). Homeowners do not have many rodenticide options due to restrictions on
application. Chickens can eat rodent carcasses and have even been known to catch live
mice. Therefore, restricting their access to rodents that may have ingested an
anticoagulant rodenticide is important because rodenticides can accumulate in the
rodents and if consumed by chickens, may cause them to acquire rodenticide secondarily (secondary toxicosis).

If you want to use a rodenticide but are worried about the risks, you can use an acute toxicant. These products do not have issues of secondary
toxicosis associated with them. However, there are no antidotes to reverse the actions of these rodenticides. An antidote is only available when
using an anticoagulant rodenticide.

If you use rodenticides as a management method, it is extremely important to completely restrict chicken access to them. If consumed by a
chicken, they can cause death.

You can learn more about managing rats and mice on the UC IPM web site at ipm.ucanr.edu. For more information about raising backyard chickens,
see the UC Cooperative Extension Backyard Poultry Resources web site at http://ucanr.edu/sites/poultry/type/backyard/.

-Niamh Quinn, Human-Wildlife Interactions Advisor, South Coast Research and Extension Center, nmquinn@ucanr.edu and Scott Parker, UC Master
Gardener Coordinator, UCCE San Diego, saparker@ucanr.edu 
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Healthy Pets, Healthy People

Backyard Poultry
Poultry includes any domesticated bird kept for producing eggs or meat, such as chickens, ducks, geese, guinea fowl, and
turkeys. Find information about pet birds on the birds page. Find information about wild birds on the wildlife page.

Overview Diseases Healthy People Healthy Poultry FAQs Resources

Read below to learn about diseases that can be spread by poultry and visit the Healthy People section to learn about
staying healthy around backyard poultry. 

Avian influenza, or bird flu, is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses. Some avian influenza viruses
that primarily circulate in animals have infected people on rare occasion. When influenza viruses that normally
circulate in animals cause an infection in people, this is called a “novel” virus infection. Not all influenza viruses found in
birds are known to cause human infections.

How it spreads: Flu viruses are highly contagious. People can get infected through contact with saliva, nasal secretions,
and droppings (poop) from infected animals. People also can get infected through contact with virus-contaminated
surfaces, poultry coops, pig pens, and supplies. Less often, people can get infected by touching an infected animal and
then touching their own eyes, nose, or mouth.

Who is at risk: It is rare for avian flu to spread to people. Anyone can get the flu, but children younger than 5 years of
age, pregnant women, adults 65 years of age and older, and people with weakened immune systems are at high risk
for serious flu complications.

People who work closely with large numbers of birds, such as producers, are more likely to get bird flu if their animals
are infected.

Signs in poultry: Birds can be infected with flu viruses without showing symptoms. Signs that poultry may be infected
range from decreased egg production to extremely high death rates.

Symptoms in people: People infected with avian flu viruses can have symptoms similar to the human seasonal flu, such
as fever, fatigue, lack of appetite, and coughing. They may also have red eyes, nausea, abdominal pain, diarrhea, and
vomiting. Some people can have serious flu complications, including inflammation of the heart (myocarditis), brain
(encephalitis), or muscle (myositis, rhabdomyolysis) tissues, and multi-organ failure (for example, respiratory and
kidney failure).

Bird flu (Avian influenza)

Campylobacter are bacteria that can make people and animals sick with a disease called campylobacteriosis.

How it spreads: Campylobacter most often spread to animals and people through the feces (poop) of infected animals,
contaminated food, or the environment. People can get infected if they don’t wash their hands after touching an
animal or its poop, food, toys, habitats (including coops, pens, and cages), or equipment used around these animals.

Who is at risk: Anyone can get a Campylobacter infection, but children younger than age 5, adults aged 65 and older,
and people with weakened immune systems are more at risk for serious illness.

Signs in poultry: Poultry usually don’t show signs of Campylobacter infection Even if they look healthy and clean

Campylobacteriosis (Campylobacter spp.)

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/birds.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/wildlife.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/diseases/campylobacter/index.html
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Signs in poultry: Poultry usually don t show signs of Campylobacter infection. Even if they look healthy and clean,
poultry can still spread the bacteria to people.

Symptoms in people: People can have diarrhea (can be bloody), fever, and abdominal cramps. The diarrhea may be
accompanied by nausea and vomiting. Symptoms usually start within 2–5 days after infection and last about 1 week.

E. coli are bacteria found in the environment, foods, and intestines of people and animals. Although most kinds of E.
coli are harmless, others can make people sick.

How it spreads: E. coli most often spreads to animals and people through the poop of infected animals, contaminated
food, or the environment. People can get infected if they don’t wash their hands after touching an animal or its poop,
food, toys, habitats (including coops, pens, and cages), or equipment used around these animals.

Who is at risk: Anyone can get sick from E. coli, but children younger than 5 years of age, adults 65 years of age and
older, and people with weakened immune systems are at risk for more serious disease.

Signs in poultry: Poultry naturally have E. coli in their gut, and don’t usually show signs of illness. Even if they look
healthy and clean, poultry can still spread the bacteria to people.

Symptoms in people: Symptoms depend on the kind of E. coli causing the infection. Shiga toxin-producing E. coli (STEC)
infection is one of the most commonly diagnosed E. coli infections in the United States. Symptoms of STEC infection
include stomach cramps (can be severe), diarrhea (can be bloody), and sometimes vomiting or a low fever. Symptoms
usually start within 3–4 days after infection and last 5–7 days. Some people with STEC infection develop a life-
threatening complication called hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS), a type of kidney failure.

E. coli (Escherichia coli)

Histoplasmosis is an infection caused by fungus found in the environment, particularly in soil that contains large
amounts of bird and bat droppings.

How it spreads: People can get histoplasmosis by breathing in the microscopic fungus from the environment.

Who is at risk: Anyone can get histoplasmosis, but those most at risk for serious infection include adults over 65 years
old, infants, and people with weakened immune systems.

Signs in birds: Birds do not get sick from histoplasmosis.

Symptoms in people: Most people don’t get sick from histoplasmosis. People who do get sick from histoplasmosis can
have pneumonia-like symptoms that usually appear within 3-17 days of exposure. Symptoms include fever, cough, and
fatigue.

Histoplasmosis (Histoplasma capsulatum)

Every year people get Salmonella infections after handling poultry, such as chicks and ducklings. Visit the Healthy
People section for more information on how to prevent becoming sick.

Who is at risk: Anyone can get a Salmonella infection, but children younger than 5 years of age, adults 65 years of age
and older, and people with weakened immune systems are more at risk for serious illness.

Signs in poultry: Poultry usually don’t show signs of Salmonella infection. Even if they look healthy and clean, poultry
can still spread the bacteria to people.

Symptoms in people: People may experience diarrhea, fever, and abdominal cramps. Symptoms usually start within 6

Salmonellosis (Salmonella spp.)

https://www.cdc.gov/ecoli/general/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ecoli/ecoli-symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ecoli/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/fungal/diseases/histoplasmosis
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/index.html
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hours to 4 days after infection and last 4 to 7 days.
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Healthy Pets, Healthy People

Backyard Poultry
Poultry includes any domesticated bird kept for producing eggs or meat, such as chickens, ducks, geese, guinea fowl, and
turkeys. Find information about pet birds on the birds page. Find information about wild birds on the wildlife page.

Overview Diseases Healthy People Healthy Poultry FAQs Resources

How to stay healthy around backyard poultry

Wash your hands
Wash your hands with soap and
running water after touching backyard
poultry or anything in the area where
they live and roam. This includes:

After collecting eggs

After handling food or water
containers or other equipment
used for poultry

After being in areas near poultry
even if you did not touch the birds

Adults should supervise handwashing for young children.

Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not readily available. You can also put hand sanitizer near your coop for easy
access.

Be safe around poultry

Don’t kiss backyard poultry or snuggle them and then touch your face or mouth.

Don’t let backyard poultry inside the house, especially in areas where food or drinks are prepared, served, or stored.

Don’t eat or drink in areas where poultry live or roam.

Set aside a pair of shoes to wear while taking care of poultry and keep those shoes outside of the house.

Stay outdoors when cleaning any equipment or materials used to raise or care for poultry, such as cages or food and
water containers.

Handle eggs safely

Eggshells may become contaminated with Salmonella and other germs from poultry droppings (poop) or the area where
they are laid. To keep your family healthy, follow the tips below when collecting and handling eggs from a backyard flock:

Always wash your hands with soap and water right after handling eggs, chickens, or anything in their environment.

Keep a clean coop. Cleaning the coop, floor, nests, and perches regularly will help to keep eggs clean.

Collect eggs often. Eggs that sit in the nest can become dirty or break.

Throw away cracked eggs. Bacteria on the shell can more easily enter the egg though a cracked shell.

Eggs with dirt and debris can be cleaned carefully with fine sandpaper, a brush, or a cloth.

Don’t wash warm, fresh eggs because colder water can pull bacteria into the egg.

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/birds.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/wildlife.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/index.html
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Refrigerate eggs after collection to maintain freshness and slow bacterial growth.

Cook eggs until both the yolk and white are firm. Egg dishes should be cooked to an internal temperature of 160°F
(71°C) or hotter. Raw and undercooked eggs may contain Salmonella bacteria that can make you sick.

Know local regulations for selling eggs. If you sell eggs, follow local licensing requirements.

Supervise kids around poultry

Always supervise children around poultry and while they wash their hands afterward.

Don’t let children younger than 5 years of age handle or touch chicks, ducklings, or other poultry. Young children are
more likely to get sick from germs like Salmonella.

Don’t give chicks and ducklings to young children as gifts.
Because their immune systems are still developing, children are more likely to get sick from germs commonly
associated with poultry, such as Salmonella, Campylobacter, and E. coli.

Live poultry should not be kept in schools, childcare centers, and other facilities with children younger than 5 years of
age.

Prevent bird bites and scratches

Backyard poultry and waterfowl do not have teeth, but their bills and beaks can still cause a lot of damage if they bite you.
Germs can spread from poultry bites, pecks, and scratches, even when the wound does not seem deep or serious.

Avoid bites and scratches from your backyard poultry or waterfowl.

If poultry scratch or bite you:
Wash wounds with soap and warm water immediately.

Seek medical attention and tell your doctor you were bitten or scratched by a bird, especially if:
The bird appears sick or is acting unusual.

The wound or injury is serious (uncontrolled bleeding, unable to move, extreme pain, muscle or bone is
showing, or the bite is over a joint).

The wound or site of injury becomes red, painful, warm, or swollen.

https://www.cdc.gov/features/salmonellaeggs/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/diseases/salmonella.html
https://www.cdc.gov/campylobacter/
https://www.cdc.gov/diseases/ecoli.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/specific-groups/schools.html
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It has been more than 5 years since your last tetanus shot.

Page last reviewed: June 4, 2021
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How Noisy Are Chickens?

Kassandra Smith
Senior Editor • Backyard Chicken Coops
Last Updated: 16 July 2020

This post contains affiliate links.
For more information click here.

Got visions of rowdy chickens squawking up a ruckus? Many people are turned off the idea of getting

chickens because they think their crows and calls will cause havoc with their peace and quiet. What people

don’t realise is that chickens are in fact very quiet and gentle animals - the most you’ll ever get is a yelp of

excitement when they’ve laid an egg, or panic if they’re in danger. Beyond that, you’ll never need any noise

cancelling earphones (they definitely make less noise than a large dog or cat!)

The different noise levels of hens tends to vary with their breed. Most popular backyard breeds are perfectly

placid, and you won’t hear much out of them apart from a few clucks here and there (especially when they’re

laying an egg!). Most backyard chickens are virtually undetectable, only getting vocal when they have just laid

an egg or there is danger about- either noise won’t last long, and isn’t particularly loud in the first place. It is

true that some breeds are more chatty than others, but at their loudest, chickens have the same decibel level

as a human conversation (60-70 decibels). Compared to a dog’s bark which can reach over 90 decibels,

chickens can hardly be called a noisy animal.

Roosters, however, are another story...
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One egg-ception to this quiet chicken rule is the males of the bunch - the roosters. Roosters will crow

multiple times a day, and at quite a volume. This is the reason why most residential areas won’t allow

roosters, as their noise is loud enough to disturb the peace. If you're on acerage, you're probably better

suited to having a rooster in your flock!  Learn more about roosters and whether they’re a good fit for you in

our Do I Need A Rooster In My Backyard Flock article.

The best way to keep your hens content (and reduce any noises of irritation!) is to keep them in the perfect

chicken house. Our Taj Mahal, Penthouse and Mansion chicken coop will ensure your flock is safe and

satisfied - there’ll be no squawks of irritation from your flock!

From their squarks to their actions, we've all looked at our chickens and wondered what on earth are they

doing? Is it a cry for help or for food or for the fun of it?Some behaviours are cute quirks for a breed and

others may be a cause for concern! Like all pets, chickens can be trained to stop bad behaviours and

reinforce positive ones.

Cluckily, our friends over at Chickenpedia have created an amazing Chicken Etiquette Course. This extensive

online course shares useful advice on a variety of chicken behaviours. The well-structured course will also

help you deal with bad behaviour and encourage positive behaviours. Keep the neighbours happy - their only

complaint will be that they wish they also had chickens!

Learn how to have the best-behaved chickens in town with this beginner-friendly course. This is why I highly

recommend Chickenpedia’s courses to all of my readers! They are filled with vital information that help you
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The 6 Silliest Arguments Against Backyard ChickensJuly 20, 2012 
We’ve never heard any meaningful reasons against keeping a small flock of pet backyard chickens. 
Objections to urban and suburban chicken keeping usually spring from basic ignorance or a lack of education 
about chickens, and occasionally just a plain lack of common sense. Below are the basic objections you will 
hear… and as you will see, they don’t represent a single meaningful reason to make keeping a small flock of 
chickens illegal. 

1. “Chickens are smelly!” 
Chickens don’t smell bad any more than other pets do. A properly clean chicken coop has no objectionable 
odors. While it’s certainly true that if your chicken coop is seldom or never cleaned, it will begin to smell, the 
same is true of a cat box that is never cleaned, or a dog kennel that is never cleaned.  There are laws 
against animal cruelty, animal neglect, animal abuse, and so on that apply to all pets. The bottom line is 
that responsible people give their pets proper care and provide them with a clean environment. 
 
Chalk this argument up to a lack of common sense. Chickens are no different from other pets in this regard. 

2. “Laying hens are loud!” 
The truth is that a flock of laying hens is actually quiet, far more quiet than dogs are. A hen will cackle or 
squawk when she lays an egg. That occurs once a day—or less, depending on the breed and age of the hen, 
as well as the season. 
 
Eggs laid by hens raised on pasture have 67% more vitamin A, 200% more Omega-3s, 300% more Vitamin 
E, 700% more Beta carotene… and 33% LESS cholesterol  and 25% LESS saturated fat. 
 

The noise argument is based on basic ignorance about chickens and biology. Many uneducated people think 
they will hear crowing if their neighbors keep hens for eggs, because they think a rooster is required for egg 
production… but he’s not. Human women ovulate regardless of whether a male is around or not, and so does 
a hen. Remember, roosters are only required if you want your hen’s eggs to be fertile! 

3. “Chicken flocks produce a lot of poop and waste!” 
Very little solid waste is produced by chickens, and what IS produced can be composted to make great 
fertilizer. 
 
By way of comparison, an average dog will produce around a pound of poop in a day, whereas a flock of four 
hens will only produce less than half that, about 1.5 ounces of waste per hen. Four chickens produce less 
waste than a medium house cat, too. Plus, composted chicken manure can eventually be used for your 
garden (another reason why people who have hobbies like gardening are often interested in keeping 
chickens, and vice versa). 
 
Normally you don’t compost dog or cat poo, since manure is more nutritious for plants if it has been 
produced by animals that get most of their nutrition from plants (including cows, sheep, goats, horses… 
and chickens). 
The worry about chickens producing too much poop comes a lack of common sense–forgetting that ALL pets 
produce waste–paired with ignorance that small flocks of chickens actually produce less waste than most 
other single pets. 

4. “Chickens will attract wild animals to my neighborhood!” 
Don’t be silly! Presuming you keep everything clean and tidy with your pet chickens just as you would when 
keeping a pet cat or dog, raising chickens doesn’t make rodents or other pests magically appear from thin 
air. While it IS true that if there are any pests already in your neighborhood, they might be attracted to 
chicken feed if you spill it or don’t keep it secured, they would be just as attracted to spilled or unsecured 
cat or dog food, wild bird feed, a koi pond, or even to your family’s food waste discarded in unsecured 
outdoor garbage cans or compost piles–and all of those probably already exist in most neighborhoods, 
anyway. Chicken food is no different from any other pet food in that respect. 



If you do have small rodents in your area, a flock of chickens can actually reduce their number, since some 
breeds will catch and eat small mice and moles like cats do–chickens will eat small snakes, too. Plus, they 
eat other pests like ticks, mosquitos, grasshoppers and the like. 
 
Chickens are generally more vulnerable to attack by smaller predators than dogs are… but even so, small 
dogs and cats can be attacked by hungry wild animals, too. That said, stories like this one don’t mean that 
dachsunds or other small dogs are likely to “attract” predators to the neighborhood. This is another 
argument demonstrating a basic lack of common sense. 
 
5. “Legalizing chickens will negatively affect property values”   
Not true. Take a few moments to read some old news stories about the legalization of backyard chickens, 
and you’ll notice that no actual evidence indicating that property values drop due to backyard chickens is 
EVER cited. Instead, the media will report that opponents simply have a “fear” of reduced property values. It 
seems to me that reporters should follow that claim up with actual data… but there is none to be had (and 
you know the media these days). So this argument is like a bogeyman: it’s not real, but is frequently 
employed to frighten people into a position of compliance and fear. We’ve heard stories about realtors 
like this one who feel that the right to keep a small flock of chickens could attract people to buy. 
 
Rather than driving neighbors apart, chickens are usually conversation starters, particularly unusual breeds 
like Polish with their huge crests, or Silkies with their fur-like feathers. And today’s small flock chicken 
coops are boutique, high-end items designed to look pretty in the yard. Remember, neighbors who want to 
keep chickens are just that: your neighbors. They care about the value of their homes and the quality of life 
in their community just as much as opponents of backyard chickens do–maybe more. People who keep 
backyard chickens are often involved in many other hobbies that add value to your neighborhood, including 
flower or vegetable gardening, beekeeping, growing fruit trees or berry bushes and so on.  Think about it: 
this is exactly the sort of thing that can enhance community feeling and friendship in your 
neighborhood. Imagine a neighborhood where your neighbors share berries, fresh eggs, zucchini and 
tomatoes with you… and you might “lend” a cup of sugar or share a mug of coffee. That’s what good 
neighbors do. 
 
That’s why some of the most expensive and exclusive communities in the country allow small flocks of 
laying chickens. For example, New York, Portland, Chicago and Boulder–cities with some of the highest 
property values in the country–allow hens. If keeping chickens negatively affected the property values of the 
communities that permitted them, surely the communities would be taking steps to repeal them based on 
this mounting evidence, right? This is not happening. Instead, in some areas with high property values, the 
regulations are actually becoming more permissive with regard to backyard chickens, presumably because 
these places have found that the quality of life has improved. For example, in 2010, Seattle went from 
allowing families 3 hens to allowing 8 hens, a much more reasonable number if your family eats lots of eggs, 
especially if you don’t want to be limited to getting only the breeds with the highest egg production. 
The “property value” argument is typically based on emotions and other evidence-less prejudices. There is 
zero evidence that legalizing pet chickens has affected property values. 

6. “People who want to keep chickens should just move to the country!” 
This is probably the most ridiculous “argument” of all, if it can even be termed an argument. In the United 
States, no matter where you live, you have basic rights that allow you to enjoy your own property… but that 
means your neighbors have the same rights to enjoy their property, as disappointing as some may find that 
to be. If YOU are unduly bothered by your neighbors–when their activities don’t affect property values, 
produce foul odors, loud noise, excess waste or present other actual problems–then YOU are the one who’ll 
need to consider moving out of town and into the country. 

Some people would be happier with a buffer zone around them so that it will be easier for them to mind 
their own business and be less invasive of the privacy of others who live nearby. If you are that type of 
person, then just purchase a reasonable amount of acreage and put your house in the middle, so interaction 
with your neighbors will be minimal. Out in the country with plenty of space around you, you’ll be happier 
and less stressed out by what any of your neighbors might be doing on their own property. 

 
Wait, you’re thinking that telling someone to move out of their home doesn’t seem like a real, workable 
solution to a problem? Really?  Yeah, that’s right. It’s really stupid. The sensible thing would be for everyone 
to live and let live, and to stop worrying so much about what’s happening on your neighbor’s side of the 
fence. 
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