


















































 

 

 

 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  2/7/2023 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2023-0017-SPHA 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  703 Abell Ridge Circle 

Petitioner:   Brian Gallagher 

Zoning: DR 2 

Requested Action: Special Hearing/Variance 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for 703 Abell Ridge Circle for the following 

requests:  

 

Special Hearing: 

 

1. To permit an accessory building (pool house) to have a full bathroom and refreshment area to 

have a stove. The structure will not be used as a dwelling. 

2. To permit any such further relief as may be deemed necessary by the Administrative Law Judge. 

 

Variance: 

 

1. To permit the height of a proposed accessory building (pool house) of 18 feet in lieu of the 

required 15 feet per section 400.3 BCZR. 

2. To permit the proposed accessory structure (pool house) and the existing accessory building 

(garage) not to be located in the third of the rear yard of the lot, which is farthest removed from 

any street and to occupy more than 50% of any such third per section 400.1 BCZR. 

3. To permit any such further relief as may be deemed necessary by the Administrative Law Judge. 

 

The proposed site is a 1.5207 acre property zoned DR 2. It is surrounded by mostly residential properties 

and is currently improved with an existing structure and detached garage. The lot is irregularly shaped 

and has an HOA utility, wall structure, and drainage maintenance easement on site. The applicant 

proposes to erect an accessory structure (pool house) in the rear yard.  

 

The property at 703 Abell Ridge was designated as a single property Baltimore County Historic District 

in 2006. Properties listed on the Preliminary or Final Landmarks list or properties located within a 

Baltimore County Historic District (BCHD) are subject to Article 32, Title 7 of the Baltimore County 

Code. This section of the Code requires Historic Review by the Landmarks Preservation Commission 

(LPC) for certain exterior alterations or site modifications, including in ground pools and accessory 

structures. Historic Reviews by the LPC are essentially a design review to ensure that work is appropriate 

and compatible to the historic building and/or district. In addition to a historic review by the LPC, all 



 

 

 

 

exterior alterations also require a Baltimore County building permit, regardless of if the type of work 

needs a permit (e.g. for windows or siding). The LPC reviews proposals and votes on whether or not to 

issue a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) based on if the work is either consistent or not consistent 

with the County’s Historic Preservation Design Guidelines. More information about the Historic Review 

application process, application forms, and design guidelines can be found here: 

https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/planning/historic-preservation/historic-review. The 

application deadline for the February meeting has passed. The due date for the March 9th meeting is 

Thursday, February 23rd by close of business (4:30pm). A list of the LPCs meetings and associated due 

dates can be found here: https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/boards-commissions/planning/landmarks-

preservation-commission. For questions, please contact us at 410-887-3495 or 

histpres@baltimorecountymd.gov. 

 

The Department has no objections in granting the relief conditioned upon the following: 

1) Comply with Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) requirements. The accessory structure 

requires prior approval from the LPC and a Baltimore County Building Permit, per Sections 32-7-

405 and 32-7-403, respectively, of the Baltimore County Code. 

2) The accessory structure will not be used as a dwelling or in-law residence. 

3) The plan meets all additional conditions as required by the Administrative Law Judge. 

 

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Brett M. Williams at 410-

887-3482.  

 

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Brett M. Williams  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN 

 

c:  Bruce E. Doak 

 Alexandra Laham  

 Ngone Seye Diop  

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Lajuanda Whitaker, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Paul M. Mayhew; Managing Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  February 2, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2023-0017-SPHA 
            Address: 703 Abell Ridge Cir  
     Legal Owner: Brian Gallagher 
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of February 6, 2023 
 

 X The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability has no 
 comment on the above-referenced zoning item. 
 

 
Additional Comments: 

 
 

Reviewer: Earl D. Wrenn   
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RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL HEARING * BEFORE THE OFFICE 
       AND VARIANCE  
 703 Abell Ridge Circle; NW corner of West * OF ADMINSTRATIVE 
  Joppa Road & Abell Ridge Circle 
  9th Election & 2nd Councilmanic Districts * HEARINGS FOR 
  Legal Owner(s): Brian Gallagher  
                                                    Petitioner(s) * BALTIMORE COUNTY 
         
   * 2023-017-SPHA 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

ENTRY OF APPEARANCE 
 

Pursuant to Baltimore County Charter § 524.1, please enter the appearance of People’s 

Counsel for Baltimore County as an interested party in the above-captioned matter. Notice 

should be sent of any hearing dates or other proceedings in this matter and the passage of any 

preliminary or final Order. All parties should copy People’s Counsel on all correspondence sent 

and all documentation filed in the case. 
 
 
 
       Peter Max Zimmerman/rmw 
       PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN 
       People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
 
       Carole S. Demilio /rmw        
       CAROLE S. DEMILIO 
       Deputy People’s Counsel 
       Jefferson Building, Suite 204 
       105 West Chesapeake Avenue 
       Towson, MD  21204 
       (410)  887-2188 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 30th day of  January, 2023, a copy of the foregoing 

Entry of Appearance was emailed to Bruce Doak, 3801 Baker Schoolhouse Road, Freeland, 

Maryland  21053, BDoak@BruceEDoakConsulting.com , Representative for Petitioner(s). 

 

 
       Peter Max Zimmerman/rmw 
       PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN 
       People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 

mailto:BDoak@BruceEDoakConsulting.com
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