
























 
 

S:\Planning\Dev Rev\ZAC\ZACs 2023\Due 05-10\2023-0098-A Henry Due 05-10\Shell\23-098.docx 

 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  5/15/2023 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2023-0098-A 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  1408 Walker Road, Freeland MD 21053 

Petitioner:   Michael and Erika Rayburn  

Zoning: RC 4 

Requested Action: Variance  

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for a Variance from BCZR Section 100.6 to permit 

2.3 acres in lieu of the minimum 3 acres for the accessory stabling of small livestock (3 goats). 

 

The property, located in the Hereford Zone, is surrounded by an agricultural environment, including 

neighboring properties that accommodate large livestock. In light of these circumstances, the applicant 

seeks clarification and consideration regarding the unique nature of pygmy goats as a smaller breed, as 

similar exceptions have been made for other animals in the zoning regulations. The subject property is 

located along Walker Road in the Freeland area of Baltimore County. The property is improved with an 

existing 2 story residential dwelling and a barn (fenced goathouse) to the rear of the principal building.  

 

A Code Enforcement Correction Notice (Case Number: CC2302559) was issued on 3/28/2023 in 

response to an anonymous complaint, as stated in the application. The applicant has three pygmy goats, 

rescued in 2016 and 2017, residing in a secure 10'x16' barn on concrete foundations, accompanied by a 

fenced paddock measuring approximately 54'x20'. These goats hold significant value within the 

applicant's family, particularly for their children aged 12, 11, and 8, who have cared for them for years. 

The applicant emphasizes that the goats have never posed any harm and receive proper care and 

nourishment.  

 

The Department finds that the requested relief does not pose any risk to the R.C.4 zoning classifications. 

However, it is important to note that raising three pygmy goats on a 2.3-acre property does not comply 

with Baltimore County Zoning Regulation Code 100.6, which specifies a minimum land requirement of 

three acres for the stabling and pasturing of animals. The code's "limitation" section indicates that there 

should be a ratio of "2 animals for each acre of grazing or pasture land.” It should be noted that the 

acreage shown on the plan does not particularly show grazing/pasture land, rather the acreage of the 

whole site (including the dwelling).  

 

The Department of Planning does not have any objections to the request and defers the decision process 

to the Administrative Law Judge. 
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For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Henry Ayakwah at 410-887-

3482.  

 

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Michael and Erika Rayburn  

 Joseph Wiley, Megan Benjamin and Abigail Rogers, Community Planners 

 Ngone Seye Diop, Community Planning Division Chief 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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Affidavit of Publication

To: Michael Rayburn - 
1408 Walker Road
Freeland, MD, 21053

Re: Legal Notice 2513550,

CASE NUMBER: 2023-0098-A

By

Joy Hough
Authorized Designee of the Publisher

We hereby certify that the annexed advertisement was 
published in Maryland The Daily Record, a Daily newspaper
published
in the State of Maryland 1 time(s) on the following date(s):
06/23/2023 
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