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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  6/1/2023 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2023-0102-SPHA 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  7703 Philadelphia Road 

Petitioner:   William Rutkowski 

Zoning: DR 5.5 

Requested Action: Special Hearing, Variance 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following: 

 

Special Hearing -  

 

1. Under Section 500.7 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (BCZR) to determine whether 

or not the Zoning Commissioner should approve an accessory building larger than the principle 

dwelling; and 

 

Variance -  

 

2. From Section 400.3 of the BCZR to permit a proposed accessory building with a height of 20 feet 

in lieu of the maximum permitted height of 15 feet.  

 

The subject site is an approximately 0.61 acre site in the Rosedale area. It is currently improved with a 

two and a half story, single family detached dwelling, a two-car detached garage, and a shed. The 

property owners wish to demolish the existing shed and construct a 30’ x 42’ accessory structure. The 

structure is proposed to be located in the back corner of the property, behind the two-car detached garage.  

 

The subject site is within the boundaries of the Eastern Baltimore County Revitalization Strategy and the 

Eastern Baltimore County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan. Neither plan provides guidance specific to 

the petition at hand.  

 

In the applicants’ petition, they included a letter explaining the need for the Special Hearing and 

Variance. The property owners collect cars and the structure is needed to provide weather protection, 

enhance security, and meet storage stipulations outlined in their collectable car insurance policy. For the 

Special Hearing for the size, the letter explains that the proposed structure is 30’ x 42’, which is 200 

square feet larger than the base footprint of the principle dwelling. For the Variance for the height, the 

letter explains that the proposed structure will have a 7/12 pitch roof to match the principle dwelling and 

garage already existing on the property. Based on the applicant’s letter and Google Streetview, the 7/12 

pitch roof is common in the area and this stretch of Philadelphia Road.  



 

 

S:\Planning\Dev Rev\ZAC\ZACs 2023\Due 05-17\2023-0102-SPHA Taylor Due 05-17\Shell\23-102.docx 

 

 

The Department of Planning has no objection to the requested relief. With the 7/12 roof pitch, the 

proposed structure will be consistent with the existing structures on the property (the dwelling and 

garage), as well as neighboring properties. Further, the structure will be tucked behind the existing garage 

and therefore not highly visible from the public right-of-way. 

 

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Taylor Bensley at 410-887-

3482.  

 

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  William Rutkowski 

Michael Thomas, Community Planner 

Ngone Seye Diop, Community Planning Division Chief 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Paul M. Mayhew; Managing Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  May 19, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2023-0102-SPHA 
            Address: 7703 Philadelphia Rd.   
     Legal Owner:  William Rutkowski   
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of May 22, 2023. 
 

X The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability has no 
 comment on the above-referenced zoning item. 
 

 
Additional Comments: 

 
 

Reviewer: Earl D. Wrenn   
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