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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  6/13/2023 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2023-0115-SPH 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  8840 Belair Road 

Petitioner:   Pietro Sorrentino, Authorized Representative of P&G Investment Group, LLC 

Zoning: BL 

Requested Action: Special Hearing 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following:  

 

Special Hearing For -  

1. Approval of the attached site plan, including a modified parking plan pursuant to Section 

409.12.B of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations, to permit parking as shown on the 

attached site plan to accompany the Petition for Special Hearing (to allow 8 parking spaces in lieu 

of the required 12, a two-way drive aisle of 14 feet in width, and a parking lot with landscaping as 

shown); and 

2. For such other and further relief as may be deemed necessary by the Administrative Law Judge.  

 

The subject site is an approximately 18,900 square foot parcel in the Perry Hall area. The lot is a 

relatively narrow rectangle, measuring 50 feet in width and approximately 376 feet in length on County 

GIS. It is currently improved with three buildings (a one and a half story, 880 square foot building that 

fronts Belair Road; a one story, 1,646 square foot building towards the center of the parcel; and a one-

story building at the rear of the lot), asphalt drive aisles, and parking. The site has eleven parking spaces 

total – three in front of the one and a half story building and eight behind the one-story building. The rear 

of the lot appears to be grassy area and established landscaping.  

 

Many of the surrounding lots are very similar to the subject site. They are long, relatively narrow lots with 

a building fronting Belair Road and parking to the rear of the structure. Nearby examples include 8836, 

8838, 8842, 8844, and 8846 Belair Road. 8842 Belair Road was the subject of Variance 1997-0358, 

which was approved for a two-way drive aisle of 14 feet in lieu of the required 20 feet. All of these sites, 

plus the subject site, are commercial in nature, per County GIS.  

 

The subject site is within the boundaries of the following community plans: The East Joppa Road 

Corridor Community Plan, the Perry Hall Community Plan, and the Eastern Baltimore County 

Revitalization Strategy. The East Joppa Road Corridor Community Plan recognizes this stretch of Belair 

Road as being a commercial corridor within the plan boundary area (page 17). In addition, the site is 

within the boundary of the Perry Hall Design Review Panel (DRP) area. The goal of the DRP is to 

encourage design excellence through the application of design guidelines. Additional information is 



 

 

 

 

available on the County website: https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/boards-

commissions/planning/design-review-panel. Should alterations to the property be proposed in the future, 

prior review and approval of the plans may be required by the Panel.  

 

The petition for the Zoning Case stated that the applicant was seeking approval to allow 8 parking spaces 

in lieu of the required 12, however, the site plan submitted with the petition shows there are 11 spaces 

existing. On June 7th, 2023, the Department of Planning contacted the petition representative via email for 

confirmation on the number of parking spaces. The representative confirmed that there are three 

handicap/restricted parking spaces in front of the existing one and a half story building and eight non-

handicap/non-restricted parking spaces behind the one story building. Further, the representative informed 

the Department that the property owner has an agreement with the adjoining property owner for overflow 

parking, if needed. The representative confirmed that the existing lot layout, parking, and landscaping are 

all to remain; no changes/alterations are proposed.  

 

The Department of Planning has no objections to the requested relief. All of the buildings, drive aisles, 

and parking are existing, and the lot is similar to many of the surrounding lots. Further, the relief is 

common for this stretch of Belair Road. The approval of the Special Hearing relief requested will confirm 

the existing conditions.  

 

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Taylor Bensley at 410-887-

3482.  

 

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Lawrence E. Schmidt, Esquire 

 David Birkenthal, Community Planner 

Ngone Seye Diop, Community Planning Division Chief 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 

https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/boards-commissions/planning/design-review-panel
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/boards-commissions/planning/design-review-panel
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Paul M. Mayhew; Managing Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  June 8, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2023-0115-SPH 
            Address: 8840 BELAIR RD   
  Legal Owner: Pietro Sorrentino, P & G Investment Group     
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of June 12, 2023. 
 

X The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability offers the 
following comments on the above-referenced zoning item: 
 

X Development of the property must comply with the Regulations for the 
Protection of Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands and Floodplains (Sections 
33-3-101 through 33-3-120 of the Baltimore County Code). 

 
 
Additional Comments: 

A variance to the Regulations for the Protection of Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands, 
and Floodplains will be required if any impact is proposed to the 75-foot buffer off the 
unnamed tributary to Gunpowder Falls that runs along the back of the property. 
 

Reviewer: Libby Errickson 6/7/23  
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