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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  9/14/2023 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2023-0169-A 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  1847 Church Road 

Petitioner:   Youssef Alttommi, Rajad Abbas 

Zoning: DR 10.5 

Requested Action: Variance 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following: 

 

Variance -  

 

1. From Section 400.1 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations to permit an existing accessory 

building to remain on the property (erected without a permit) with a side setback of 0 feet in lieu 

of the required 2.5 feet. 

 

The subject site is an approximately 7,788 square foot parcel in the Dundalk area. The property is at the 

corner of Church Road and Harold Road, and is therefore a slightly irregular configuration; the front of 

the lot is significantly wider than the rear of the lot. The site is improved with a two-story, end unit 

rowhome and has an approximately 11’ x 24’ detached garage. The garage is located in the rear yard, 

facing the alley behind the home, per the submitted site plan. The property, like many of the 

surroundings, has a small parking pad off of the alley, which is separated from the backyard with a chain 

link fence. The alley behind the home divides the rear yards of the townhomes from the rear of 

commercial properties on Wise Avenue.  

 

Surrounding uses in the neighborhood are primarily single family attached two-story townhomes. Based 

on aerial imagery available to the Department of Planning and Google Streetview, it appears many of the 

surrounding dwellings have accessory structures in the rear yard. This includes at 1841 and 1845 Church 

Road, as well as 7800, 7804, 7806, and 7808 Harold Road. The majority of these structures appear to abut 

chain link fences separating the rear yards of the dwelling. 

 

The site has one active Code Enforcement Complaint against it (Case CB2300385). The complaint was 

submitted on June 29th, 2023 for the construction of a garage without a Building Permit. The case is listed 

as being on a Monitor status with Code Enforcement.  

 

The site also has one pending Building Permit application (Permit R23-05071). Baltimore County 

Cityworks shows that the permit was applied for on July 5th, 2023 for the construction of a detached 

garage structure. The permit had not been issued as of the date of these comments.  
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On August 24th, 2023, the Department contacted the Petitioner via email requesting photos of the 

structure as constructed. In a September 5th, 2023 reply, the Petitioner provided photos of the garage, as 

well as photos from the alley of neighboring sheds, confirming they are constructed along the fence lines.  

 

Because accessory structures along the fence line appears to be relatively common within the immediate 

neighborhood, the Department of Planning has no objections to the requested relief, subject to the 

following condition: 

 

1. The Petitioner shall obtain the proper Building Permit and have the active Code Enforcement 

Complaint closed out.  

 

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Taylor Bensley at 410-887-

3482.  

 

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak   Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Youssef Alttommi 

 David Birkenthal, Community Planner 

Ngone Seye Diop, Community Planning Division Chief 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Paul M. Mayhew; Managing Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  September 1, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2023-0169-A 
            Address: 1847 CHURCH RD   
     Legal Owner:  Youseff Alhomwi, Rajaa Abbas 
  
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of August 28, 2023. 
 

X The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability has no 
 comment on the above-referenced zoning item. 
 

 
Additional Comments: 

 
 

Reviewer: Earl D. Wrenn   
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