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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Paul M. Mayhew; Managing Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (DEPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2023-0215-X 
            Address: Dowell Lane    
     Legal Owner:  Jane White  
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of November 6, 2023. 
 

X The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability offers the 
following comments on the above-referenced zoning item: 
  
1. If the zoning variance is granted, Groundwater Management requests that it be 

conditioned to include the following: 
 

a. Prior to building permit approval any existing wells must be backfilled by a 
licensed Master Well Driller who must submit a well abandonment report to 
DEPS. 

Reviewer: Rochelle V. Underwood, Groundwater Management 

2. Development of the property must comply with all requirements of Baltimore 
County Code, Article 33, Title 3, Protection of Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands 
and Floodplains. 

3. Development of this property must comply with Baltimore County Code, Article 
33, Title 6, Forest Conservation. 

Reviewer: Paul Dennis, Environmental Impact Review 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  11/3/2023 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2023-0215-X 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  Dowell Lane  

Petitioner:   Jane P. White   

Zoning: RC 5  

Requested Action: Special Exception 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following: 

 

Special Exception relief for-  

 

a. A solar facility as provided in the BCZR Section 4F-102; and  

b. For such other and further relief as may be deemed necessary by the Administrative Law Judge 

for Baltimore County. 

 

The property is located in the surrounding area of Bradshaw Road, Dowell Lane and McCubbin Avenue. 

The property encompasses approximately 16.68 acres of land and is zoned as RC 5. Currently, it is 

unimproved with forest. Factories, residential dwellings, farms and forest conservation characterize the 

surrounding area. 

 

The establishment of the RC 5 zoning classification was a direct response to concerns surrounding 

inefficient and disorderly rural-residential development, as well as the inadequate sizing of lots for on-lot 

sewer and water systems. These issues have the potential to impose significant financial burdens and 

compromise the safety and well-being of local residents. The primary objective of designating specific 

areas suitable for rural-residential development is to channel future growth towards these designated 

regions and prevent chaotic and unplanned development patterns. The RC 5 zoning classification 

effectively serves this purpose by providing appropriate areas for rural-residential development, 

minimizing encroachments on natural resources, and enforcing minimum lot sizes to ensure the effective 

functioning of on-lot sewer and water systems. 

 

The requested relief for a Special Hearing for a solar facility does not appear to pose any risks to the 

character of the RC 5 zoning classification. Therefore, the Department of Planning does not object to the 

requested relief and defers the final decision to the Administrative Law Judge. However, it should be 

noted that the applicant must ensure the proposed solar facility complies with the following: 

 

1. Proposed perimeter fence shall be black vinyl coated chain-link fence. 
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2. Submit a solar glare analysis and letter from an expert of the solar company confirming the 

finding of said analysis and that glare will not impact the surrounding residential properties and 

the public road 

3. Petitioners shall certify by note on the plan that the proposed solar facility will not exceed the 

maximum permitted number of facilities allowed in its respective councilmanic district. If 

approved, Petitioners shall submit to this Department at the time of building permit application 

the final fixed location and area of the facility by coordinate data so that an inventory may be 

kept. 

4. Lighting shall be limited to what is required for security purposes only and will be sited in such a 

way as to have minimal spillage onto neighboring properties. 

5. Signage shall be limited to that which is necessary for safety and security purposes. 

6. No deliveries or outdoor maintenance which may generate excessive noise may occur on-site 

between the hours of 6 P.M. through 6 A.M. 

7. Indicate on the plan the means and location by which the solar facility connects to the power grid 

and whether grading or clearing will be involved. 

8. The Department supports the Baltimore County Landscape Architect in planting requirements 

deemed necessary to include interior contour screening and other planting schemes that will 

mitigate any visual impact of the special exception proposal. 

 

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Henry Ayakwah at 410-887-

3482.  

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Jason T. Vettori  

 Joe Wiley & Abigail Rogers, Community Planners 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review  

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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