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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Paul M. Mayhew; Managing Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  November 24, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2023-0236-X 
            Address: 1029 CHESTER RD.   
     Legal Owner:  Jessica Vittek   
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of November 27, 2023. 
 
EPS has reviewed the subject zoning petition for compliance with the goals of the State-
mandated Critical Area Law listed in the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations, Section 
500.14. Based upon this review, we offer the following comments:    
 

1. Minimize adverse impacts on water quality that result from pollutants that are 
discharged from structures or conveyances or that have run off from surrounding 
lands; 
 
The subject property is located within a Limited Development Area (LDA) and is 
subject to Critical Area requirements. The applicant is requesting a non-
commercial kennel license. No improvements or additions are being proposed by 
the applicant. Therefore, the relief requested by the applicant will result in 
minimal adverse impacts to water quality.  
 

2. Conserve fish, plant, and wildlife habitat; 
 
This is a waterfront lot with a 100-foot Critical Area buffer extending onto the 
property from Galloway Creek and the adjacent tidal lagoon. The majority of 
home and improvements on the lot are within the 100-foot buffer. Any future 
construction or development will require compliance with Critical Area buffer 
regulations, lot coverage requirements, and the 15% afforestation. These 
requirements aid in the conservation of fish, plant, and wildlife habitat in the 
watershed. 
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3. Be consistent with established land use policies for development in the 
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, which accommodate growth and also address the 
fact that, even if pollution is controlled, the number, movement and activities of 
persons in that area can create adverse environmental impacts; 
 
There are no restrictions on kennels in the LDA, and no new construction is 
proposed.  Therefore, the relief requested will be consistent with established land-
use policies.   

 
 

 
Additional Comments: 

 
 

Reviewer: Marie Brady   
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  11/28/2023 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2023-236-X 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  1029 Chester Road 

Petitioner:   Jessica Vittek 

Zoning: DR 3.5 

Requested Action: Special Exception 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for a Special Exception for a non-commercial 

Kennel License.  

 

The subject site is an approximately 3.55-acre parcel in the Middle River area. It is located at the end of a 

dead-end road and is waterfront with Galloway Creek to the east. According to the State Department of 

Assessments and Taxation, the petitioner purchased the property in late 2021.  

 

The site is primarily surrounded with single family detached residential dwellings. The dwellings and the 

lots appear to range in size; however, the majority are less than one acre in size.   

 

A letter submitted with the petition explains that the petitioner has bred Golden Retrievers off and on for 

over twenty years. The purpose of the Special Exception use is to be able to house the petitioner’s elderly 

parents two dogs, as well as fulfill responsibilities that come with being a breeder (i.e., taking care of a 

litter of puppies, having an extra male or female dog, housing retired female dogs once they can no longer 

have litters, etc.). The letter further explains that the dogs are never kenneled outside or kept in dog runs, 

and, when outside, are contained in the yard with a six-foot tall fence with dig guards. The site plan 

submitted with the petition shows a fenced in area for a proposed dog run area.  

 

The subject site is within the boundaries of the Bowley’s Quarters Action Plan 2000, adopted February 

20th, 2001. The Plan provides background on the area and lists community objectives, however, no 

guidance relevant to the petition at hand is provided.  

 

The Department of Planning confirmed the property has no current or past Code complaints for dogs on 

the property.  

 

Because the kennel will not be used for commercial purposes, that property is 3.55 acres in size, and the 

property is located at the end of a dead-end road, the Department of Planning has no objections to the 

requested Special Exception. 
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For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Taylor Bensley at 410-887-

3482.  

 

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Jessica Vittek 

 Ainsley Pressl, Community Planner 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 





 
Certificate of Posting 

Case# 2023-0236-X 
Petitioner/Developer 
Jessica Vittek 
 
Date of Hearing/Closing 
February 29, 2024 
Baltimore County Department of Permits and Management  
County Office Building Room 111; 111 West Chesapeake Ave. Towson Md. 21204 
Attention: 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
This is to certify under penalties of perjury that the necessary sign/signs required 
by law were posted conspicuously on the property located at 
1029 Chester Rd on February 7, 2024 ,    Signs 1A & 1B 
 
Sincerely, Martin Ogle 
 
 
 
 
Martin Ogle 
9912 Maidbrook Road 
Parkville, Md. 21234 
443-629-3411 
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