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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  2/15/2024 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2024-0025-SPH 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  2900 Topaz Road 

Petitioner:   Linda J. Wilhide, Calvin C. Wilhide, 3rd 

Zoning: DR 5.5 

Requested Action: Special Hearing 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following: 

 

Special Hearing -  

 

1. For a request for ruling permitting long-standing use of this property as three apartment units, 

pursuant to Section 1B01.1.A.1.b and c.  

 

The subject site is an approximately 5,658 square foot parcel in the Parkville area. It is a corner lot 

located at the intersection of Topaz Road and School Lane. The site is improved with a two-story brick 

dwelling with a small parking pad in the rear. The subject site has no past Code Enforcement complaints 

and has been owned by the Petitioner since 1994, per the State Department of Assessments and Taxation. 

Uses immediately surrounding the site are primarily residential with both single family attached and 

detached dwellings.  

 

Based on Baltimore County GIS data available to the Department, the subject site had three rental 

registrations that expired July 3rd, 2023. Many nearby properties also have active or recently expired 

rental registrations – including 2830, 2821, 2819, 2815, 2813, 2812, and 2803 Topaz Road.  

 

The subject site is within the boundary of the Carney-Cub Hill-Parkville Community Plan, adopted May 

3rd, 2010. The plan offers goals and recommendations for within the plan area boundary, but does not 

speak specifically to rentals of single family detached dwellings within the plan area.  

 

The Department of Planning contacted the representative for the petition via email on February 12th, 2024 

seeking information on what prompted the requested relief. In a same-day reply, the representative 

explained that the Petitioners were told they needed the Special Hearing relief when recently renewing 

their rental license.  

 

The Department of Planning contacted the Petitioner via phone call on February 14th, 2024 seeking 

further information on the request. During the phone call, the Petitioner explained that he and his wife 

were tenants of the apartment building prior to them purchasing it at auction in 1994. He explained that 
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the units had been updated over the years, but the dwelling had remained used as three apartments since 

prior to their ownership. The Petitioner also explained the hardship necessitating the petition: two of the 

three tenants – one who is in their 80’s and one who is on disability – have lived in their units for over 

twenty years, and the Petitioners have never raised their rent; the Petitioner stated he worries where they 

would go if the Special Hearing was not approved.  

 

The use appears to be consistent with the immediate surrounding neighborhood, the Petitioner previously 

appropriately registered the rental as such with the County, and the site has no past Code Complaints. 

Further, the structure has been used as three apartment units since prior to 1994. Because of this, the 

Department of Planning has no objections to the requested Special Hearing, subject to the following 

condition: 

 

1. The Petitioner shall obtain any required rental registration(s). 

 

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Taylor Bensley at 410-887-

3482.  

 

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Donna Berdych 

 David Birkenthal, Community Planner 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Maureen E. Murphy; Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  February 12, 2024 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2024-0025-SPH 
            Address: 2900 TOPAZ RD   
     Legal Owner:  Calvin & Linda Wilhide   
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of February 12, 2024. 
 

X The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability has no 
 comment on the above-referenced zoning item. 
 

 
Additional Comments: 

 
 

Reviewer: Earl D. Wrenn   
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