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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

Inter-Office Correspondence 
 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Maureen E. Murphy; Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (DEPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  March 8, 2024  
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2024-0048-SPHA 
            Address: 16816 GERTING RD   
     Legal Owner:  Joshua & Laura Abzug   
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of March 11, 2024. 
 

The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability offers the following 
comments on the above-referenced zoning item: 
 
Groundwater Management 
 
1. If zoning variance is granted, Ground Water Management requests that it be 

conditioned to include the following: 
 

a. The proposed addition must meet GWM policies and regulations. 
 

Reviewer:  Rochelle V. Underwood 
 
Environmental Impact Review 
 
1. Development of the property must comply with Baltimore County Code Article 33, 

Environmental Protection and Sustainability, Title 3, Protection of Water Quality, 
Streams, Wetlands, and Floodplains.  The limits of disturbance for the proposed 
structures cannot encroach within the required forest buffer areas.  Forest buffer 
limits must be shown on all future plans. 

 
2. Development of this property must comply with Baltimore County Code Article 33, 

Title 6, Forest Conservation.  It appears that the property owner may be able to 
invoke the single lot forest conservation exemption for the proposed development.  
To invoke the exemption, the owner must complete a single lot declaration of intent 
prior to permit approval. 

 
Reviewer: Paul A.  Dennis 



BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
TO:   Peter Gutwald, Director                     DATE: March 8, 2024 
  Department of Permits, Approvals 
 
FROM: Vishnu Desai, Supervisor 
  Bureau of Development Plans Review 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting 
  Case 2024-0048-SPHA 

 
The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject zoning items and we have 
the following comments. 
 
DPR: No comment.  
 
DPW-T: No Exception taken. 
 
Landscaping: No comment. 
 
Recreations & Parks: No Greenways affected. 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  3/13/2024 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2024-0048 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  16816 Gerting Road   

Petitioner:   Joshua M. and Laura C. Abzug  

Zoning: RC-2 

Requested Action: Special Hearing and Variance      

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following: 

 

Special Hearing -  

a. To permit an accessory building (barn) to be larger in footprint and square footage than the 

principal building (dwelling)  

 

Variance -  

a. To permit an accessory building (barn) to have height of 32 feet in lieu of the required maximum 

height of 15 feet per Section 400.3 BCZR  

b. To permit an accessory building (barn) to be located in the front yard of a principal use in lieu of 

the required rear yard per Section 400.1 BCZR  

c. To permit an accessory building (garage) to have height of 30 feet in lieu of the required 

maximum height of 15 feet per Section 400.3 BCZR 

d. To permit an accessory structure (pool) to be located in the side yard of a principal use in lieu of 

the required rear yard per Section 400.1 BCZR 

 

The subject property is located on the corner at the intersection of Gerting Road and Shepperd Road. the 

property consists of 13.00 acres in the Monkton area of Baltimore County. The property is currently 

improved with a detached dwelling. Other residential dwellings, forest conservation, and farms surrounds 

the property.  

 

The RC-2 zone is a zoning district established to preserve the rural character of the area and promote low-

density residential development. This district is intended to maintain the natural beauty and peacefulness 

of the surrounding countryside, while providing for compatible land uses and development patterns. 

The proposed relief is in harmony with the spirit and intent of the RC-2 zoning regulations. The requested 

use adheres to the zoning requirements and standards since it does not seek to alter the existing approved 

design. Therefore, the proposed use ensures that the rural character of the area remains uncompromised. 

The relief also maintains the low-density residential character of the area and upholds the requirements of 

the Section 1A01 BCZR. 
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An email from the representative mentioned plans for a new garage adjacent to an existing one, designed 

to accommodate the client's extensive fire truck and fire equipment collection, which is currently stored 

outdoors. This addition will not only conceal the vehicles but also shield them from weather damage. 

 

Additionally, a barn is proposed for storing maintenance equipment for the property and offering a space 

where the family's children can engage in indoor sports activities. 

 

Given the property's challenging topography, options for locating these structures are limited. The 

planned garage will be placed next to the existing barn, while the barn will occupy a suitable spot for a 

bank barn without necessitating deforestation. 

 

The proposed side/front yard is level, easily accessible, and well-connected to the main house. 

Unfortunately, the layout of the existing driveway and structures precludes the possibility of adding a 

pool in the backyard. 

 

 
Proposed locations and developments – submitted by the applicant  

 

The Department of Planning offers the following comments: 

 

Regarding the Special Hearing to permit an accessory building (barn) to exceed the footprint and square 

footage of the main building, the Department of Planning expresses reservations about the barn's 

proposed dimensions. It must be noted that Shepperd Road is both a Maryland Scenic Route and a County 

Designated Scenic Route. The Department acknowledges that trees along Gerting and Shepperd Roads 

currently obscure the barn from view from the roadside. However, due to concerns that the barn's large 

size may become visible during the winter months when the trees are bare, the Department considers the 

size of the proposed barn to be excessive. Consequently, a reduction in the barn's size is recommended to 

maintain the scenic integrity of the area throughout all seasons. The Department of Planning defers the 

final decision to the Administrative Law Judge. 

 

Regarding the request for a Variance to place an accessory building (barn) in the front yard rather than the 

mandatory rear yard as stipulated by Section 400.1 BCZR, the Department of Planning recognizes the 

necessity for the barn's proposed placement upon reviewing the property and does not object on this 

request. 

 

Regarding the request for Variance to permit an accessory building (garage) to reach a height of 30 feet, 

contrary to the 15 feet maximum height per Section 400.3 BCZR, the Department of Planning defers the 
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height decision to the Administrative Law Judge. The Department acknowledges the intention for the new 

garage to match the existing barn in height. 

 

With regards to the Variance request to permit an accessory structure (pool) in the side yard instead of the 

rear yard per Section 400.1 BCZR, the Department defers the decision to the Administrative Law Judge. 

After evaluating the proposed site, the Department understands the rationale behind the chosen location 

for the pool. 

 

In addition, the Department would like the following be considered: 

i. The Petitioners or subsequent owners shall not convert the subject accessory structure into a 

dwelling unit or apartment. The structure shall not contain any sleeping quarters, living area or 

kitchen facilities. 

ii. The accessory structure shall not be used for commercial or industrial purposes. 

 

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Henry Ayakwah at 410-887-

3482.  

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Bruce Doak, Bruce E. Doak Consulting LLC. 

 Megan Benjamin, Joseph Wiley and Abigail Rogers 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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