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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Maureen E. Murphy; Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  May 22, 2024 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2024-0111-A 
            Address: 6812 COLUMBIA RD  
     Legal Owner:  Douglas & Maureen Long   
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of May 7, 2024. 
 

EPS has reviewed the subject zoning petition for compliance with the goals of the State-
mandated Critical Area Law listed in the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations, Section 
500.14. Based upon this review, we offer the following comments:    
 
1. Minimize adverse impacts on water quality that result from pollutants that are 
 discharged from structures or conveyances or that have run off from surrounding 
 lands; 
 

The subject property is located within a Limited Development Area (LDA) and is 
subject to Critical Area requirements.  The applicant is seeking approval to permit 
a side yard addition with a side yard setback of 8 feet in lieu of the required 25 
feet and to allow an existing garage to remain in the front yard in lieu of the 
required rear yard placement. The proposed development must meet LDA 
requirements and the 15% afforestation requirement.   According to the zoning 
property description, the property is 9,715 square feet.  Based on this          
square-footage, the maximum lot coverage for this property is 3.035 square feet or 
31.25%.  If the proposed development can comply with the lot coverage 
restrictions and the 15% afforestation requirement, the relief requested can result 
in minimal adverse impacts to water quality. 
 

2.   Conserve fish, plant, and wildlife habitat;  
 
This is a non-waterfront property.  The property consists of a house, garage, and 
driveway with a lawn and scattered trees.  Based on GIS, it appears there is no 
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forest, streams, or wetlands on the property.  Meeting the lot coverage 
requirements and the 15% afforestation requirement will aid in the conservation 
of fish, plant, and wildlife habitat in the watershed. 

  
3. Be consistent with established land use policies for development in the 
 Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, which accommodate growth and also address the 
 fact that, even if pollution is controlled, the number, movement and activities of 
 persons in that area can create adverse environmental impacts. 

 
If the proposed development can be designed to meet the lot coverage and 
afforestation requirements, the relief requested will be consistent with established 
land-use policies. 
 

 
 

Reviewer: Gris Batchelder   
 
 
 
 
 



BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
TO:   Peter Gutwald, Director                     DATE: May 2, 2024 
  Department of Permits, Approvals 
 
FROM: Vishnu Desai, Supervisor 
  Bureau of Development Plans Review 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting 
  Case 2024-0111-A 

 
The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject zoning items and we have 
the following comments. 
 
DPR: No comment.  
 
DPW-T: No exception taken.  
 
Landscaping: No comment. 
 
Recreations & Parks: No Greenways affected. 
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