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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  6/11/2024 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2024-0133-SPH 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  8225 & 8227 Fischer Road 

Petitioner:   Wells-McComas Charitable and Civic Corporation 

Zoning: DR 5.5 

Requested Action: Special Hearing 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following: 

 

Special Hearing – To determine whether or not the Zoning Commissioner should approve the applicability 

of the order and conditions in Zoning Case No. 86-417-XSPHA to Zoning Case No. 2022-0185-SPH. 

 

The subject site consists of two parcels of land approximately 14.2 acres in a DR 5.5 zone, currently 

being used as a trucking facility. The property is located on the south eastern corner of Beach and Fischer 

Roads in the Dundalk area. The surrounding use is both residential and Industrial. The residential use 

along Beach Road consists of single family homes facing Back River.  

 

Beach Road and a strip of landscaped screening separate the trucking facility from the residential homes.  

The adjacent properties along Fischer Road are of similar industrial use with shipping container storage, 

auto storage, and another trucking facility. An inlet from the Back River runs along the opposite side of 

the two lots with another strip of trees and brush.   

 

The property itself has been in use as a Class II trucking facility since 1983 under a special exemption 

granted on 3/18/1982, Case No. 1978-0165-ASPH. The previous Zoning for these two lots were MH.   

 

The site is improved with an 8-inch crushed stone surface on the storage lot closest to the adjacent 

residential houses along Beach Road and the Back River. The crushed stone surface was the subject of a 

variance from the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations, under BCZR 410A3B.6, requiring a durable and 

dustless surface in place of the existing stone. The variance was granted under Case No. 91-376-SPHA, 

which subsequently allowed for the continued use of the existing crushed stone surface.  

 

A recent Code Enforcement constituent complaint was filed under CC2314424 by the residential 

neighbors stating that the new owners of this trucking facility were operating beyond the permitted hours 

of 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, working until dark and then beginning again in the early morning. Listed under 

the same case, Code Enforcement received several complaints that the new property owners were 

removing the buffer of trees and brush along Fischer and Beach Roads. Removing any of the Landscape 



 
 

S:\Planning\Dev Rev\ZAC\ZACs 2024\Due 06-11\2024-0133-SPH Shawn Due 06-11\Shell\2024-0133-SPH-Planning.docx 

 

screening is in direct violation of condition number 8, Case No. 86-417-XSPHA, where a minimum of 

23’ width strip of trees and shrubs shall be planted and maintained along Beach and Fischer Roads.  

 

In addition, constituent complaints have been reported citing heavy dust in the residential area coming 

from the trucking facility and spilling over into the residential side of Beach Road.  

 

It is worth mentioning that this site is within the boundaries of the following Community Plans: Greater 

Dundalk-Edgemere Community Conservation Plan, Eastern Baltimore County Revitalization Strategy 

and the Wells-McComas Community Conservation Plan.   

 

The Department of Planning finds that the  applicability of the order and conditions in Zoning Case No. 86-

417-XSPH do apply to Zoning Case No. 2022-0185-SPH. And furthermore, Zoning Case No. 2022-0185-

SPH does not supersede any conditions set forth in case No. 86-417-XSPH unless otherwise expressed by 

the Administrative Law Judge. 

 

The Department of Planning would recommend that the lot with crushed stone at 8229 & 8227 Fisher Road 

be paved or replaced with a durable and dustless surface to prevent dust spilling into the adjacent residential 

area. Current complaints by the community, filed with Code Enforcement and cited by the Petitioner, 

support the need for a dustless surface. Previous recommendations to the Zoning Commissioner from the 

Office of Planning and Zoning in a letter dated May 16, 1991, by Planning and EPS, in response to case 

No. 91-376-SPHA were opposed to any variance of a durable and dustless surface. The previous comments 

state “Residents impacted by commercial and industrial uses that lack durable and dustless surfaces 

consistently oppose any variances to paving regulations.”    

  

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Shawn Frankton at 410-887-

3482.  

 

 
Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  John B. Gontrum, Esq.  

     Well-McComas Charitable Civil Corp. 

     8225 Fischer Owner, LLC. 

     Maria Mougridis, Community Planner 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Maureen E. Murphy; Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  June 20, 2024 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2024-0133-SPH 
            Address: 8225 /8227 FISCHER RD  
     Legal Owner:  8225 Fischer Owner, LLC   
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of June 4, 2024. 
 

EPS has reviewed the subject zoning petition for compliance with the goals of the State-
mandated Critical Area Law listed in the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations, Section 
500.14. Based upon this review, we offer the following comments:    
 
1. Minimize adverse impacts on water quality that result from pollutants that are 
 discharged from structures or conveyances or that have run off from surrounding 
 lands; 
 

The subject property is located within an Intensely Developed Area (IDA) and 
includes Critical Area buffer and is subject to Critical Area requirements.  The 
applicant is seeking to confirm the applicability of the Order and Conditions in 
Zoning Case No. 86-417-XSPHA to Zoning Case No. 2022-0185 SPH. Based on 
the zoning petition and accompanying site plan, no development activity is 
proposed.  Any development proposed for the property must meet the IDA 10% 
pollution reduction and Critical Area buffer requirements.   Addressing the IDA 
10% pollution reduction and Critical Area buffer requirements for any future 
development on the property will result in minimal adverse impacts to water 
quality. 
 

2.  Conserve fish, plant, and wildlife habitat; 
 
Based on a Geographic Information System aerial of the property, there are tidal 
wetlands and waters in the rear of the property that generate a Critical Area 
buffer.  This is a commercial property which consists mostly of hard surface with 
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some vegetation within the Critical Area buffer.  As indicated above, there is no 
development proposed with this zoning petition.  Addressing the Critical Area 
buffer and the IDA 10% pollution reduction requirements for any future 
development will aid in the conservation of fish, plant, and wildlife habitat in the 
watershed. 
 

3.   Be consistent with established land use policies for development in the 
 Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, which accommodate growth and also address the 
 fact that, even if pollution is controlled, the number, movement and activities of 
 persons in that area can create adverse environmental impacts. 

 
There is no proposed development associated with this zoning petition.  
Addressing the Critical Area buffer and the IDA 10% pollution reduction 
requirements for any future development will be consistent with established land-
use policies. 

 
 

Reviewer: Gris Batchelder  
 
 
 
 
 



BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
TO:   Peter Gutwald, Director                     DATE: May 29, 2024 
  Department of Permits, Approval, and Inspections 
 
FROM: Derek M. Chastain 
  Bureau of Building Plans Review 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting 
  Case 2024-0133-A 

 
The Bureau of Building Review has reviewed the subject zoning items and we have the following 
comments. 
 
BPR:   No comments 
 
 
 
 



VKD: sc  
cc: file 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
TO:   Peter Gutwald, Director                     DATE: May 30, 2024 
  Department of Permits, Approvals 
 
FROM: Vishnu Desai, Supervisor 
  Bureau of Development Plans Review 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting 
  Case 2024-0133-SPH 

 
The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject zoning items and we have 
the following comments. 
 
DPR: No comment.   
 
DPW-T:  A) The property is within the Tidal Special Flood Hazard Area Zone AE (BFE=7.7) per 
panel FIRM 2400100440F dated 9/26/08.  Must comply with Flood Plain Ordinance, See County 
Bill 6-24, 40-15 (the latest edition of the Baltimore County Code) and Bill 42-15, and Section 32-
4-414 of Article 32, Title 4 of the Baltimore County Code, 2003, as amended.  The LiMWA is not 
on the property. 
 
Landscaping: If Special Hearing is successful, a Landscape Plan is required per the Baltimore 
County Landscape Manual and a Lighting Plan is also required. 
 
Recreations & Parks: Need to address LOS - Open Space requirements (Code Section 32-6-
108, the latest LOS requirements) & No Greenways affected. 
 



 
Certificate of Posting 

Case# 2024-0133-SPH 
Petitioner/Developer 
Whiteford Law 
 
Date of Hearing/Closing 
November 20, 2024 
Baltimore County Department of Permits and Management  
County Office Building Room 111; 111 West Chesapeake Ave. Towson Md. 21204 
Attention: 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
This is to certify under penalties of perjury that the necessary sign/signs required 
by law were posted conspicuously on the [property located at 
8225/8227 Fischer Road October 29, 2024.     Signs 1A & 1B 
 
Sincerely, Martin Ogle 
 
 
 
 
Martin Ogle 
9912 Maidbrook Road 
Parkville, Md. 21234 
443-629-3411 
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