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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Maureen E. Murphy; Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  September 5, 2024 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2024-0196-FPM 
            Address: 1309 MALVERN AVE.  
     Legal Owner:  Robert Williams   
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of September 3, 2024. 
 

 
X The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability offers the 
following comments on the above-referenced zoning item: 
 

X Development of the property must comply with the Regulations for the 
Protection of Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands and Floodplains (Sections 
33-3-101 through 33-3-120 of the Baltimore County Code). 
 

  
 

Additional Comments: 
 

A Use I stream is located on this parcel. Use I streams have a minimum 75-foot 
Forest Buffer. Disturbance to the Forest Buffer requires an approved Forest 
Buffer Variance. 
 

 
 

Reviewer: Marie Brady, Environmental Impact Review   
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  8/28/2024 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2024-0196-FPM 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  1309 Malvern Avenue 

Petitioner:   Robert Williams 

Zoning: DR 2 

Requested Action: Flood Plain Management Waiver 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following: 

 

Special Hearing/Waiver from section 500.7 of the BCZR; Building Code Parts 123, 124, 125; and BCC 

Section 32-4-414, 32-4-107(a)(2), and 32-8-301 to permit a proposed second story addition on an existing 

house which is partially located in a riverine floodplain. 

 

The proposed site is a 1.65-acre property zoned DR 2. It is surrounded by mostly residential properties 

and is currently improved with an existing structure that is partially located in a riverine floodplain. The 

lot is impacted by forest buffers and located in the Ruxton Riderwood Lake Roland Design Review Panel 

Area. The applicant proposes a second floor addition to the existing dwelling.  

 

The property at 1309 Malvern Avenue is located in the Ruxton DRP area which requires review by the 

Design Review Panel for design compliance through the application of the Master Plan, the 

Comprehensive Manual of Development Policies, adopted community plans/Section 260 of the Baltimore 

County Zoning Regulations, as applicable pursuant to Section 32-4-203 of the Baltimore County Code. 

By documentation confirmation from the applicant, it is understood that the existing square footage of the 

dwelling is 2,733sf and the proposed addition will be 741sf, which represents a 27% increase. Pursuant to 

the County Code, proposed residential development within the Ruxton DRP area are exempt from DRP 

review if the addition is less than 50% of the existing dwelling square footage. The applicant has 

indicated that there shall be no clearing, grading, construction or disturbance of vegetation in the Forest 

Buffer except as permitted by the Baltimore County Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability. 

 

Pursuant to the Baltimore County Code Section 32-8-303, the applicant must demonstrate the following 

to be considered for any waivers in a floodplain: 

 

(1) A showing of good and sufficient cause; 

(2) A determination that failure to grant a waiver would result in exceptional hardship, other than 

economic hardship, to the applicant; and 
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(3) A determination that the granting of a waiver will not increase flood heights, impact public 

safety, incur extraordinary public expense, create nuisances, cause fraud or victimization of the 

public, or conflict with exist local and state laws and ordinances. 

 

The Department has no objections in granting the relief conditioned upon the following: 

 

1) Architecture is submitted to the Department of Planning prior to the issuance of any permits. 

2) Review and approval from the Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability to 

confirm compliance with BCC Section 32-8-303. 

3) Comments from the state coordinating office and the County Department of Public Works and 

Transportation shall be taken into account and maintained with the permit file pursuant to BCC 

Section 32-8-303(c). 

4) The plan conforms to all other bulk and setback regulations set forth in the Baltimore County 

Zoning Regulations for DR 2 zoned property and 

5) The plan meets all additional conditions as required by the Administrative Law Judge. 

 

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Brett M. Williams at 410-

887-3482.  

 

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Austin Childs  

 Sydnie Cooper, Western Community Planner 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 



VKD: sc  
cc: file 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
TO:   Peter Gutwald, Director                     DATE: August 29, 2024 
  Department of Permits, Approvals 
 
FROM: Vishnu Desai, Supervisor 
  Bureau of Development Plans Review 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting 
  Case 2024-0196-A 

 
The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject zoning items and we have 
the following comments. 
 
DPR: Applicant must be able to demonstrate how they have met all requirements, as stated in 
32-8-703 of the Baltimore County Code (copy attached), County Bill No. 6-24.  
 
DPW-T: An ultimate land use conditions riverine flood study meeting the Baltimore County 
Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPWT) Design Manual and the Baltimore 
County Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections (PAI) Bureau of Development Plans 
Review Policy Manual is required and must be submitted to PAI to be “Accepted for Filing”.  The 
applicant may be required to apply for a Zoning Hearing with the Administrative Law Judge to 
obtain a waiver to Baltimore County Code 32-4-414 and 32-8.  The proposed structure must also 
meet DPWT Design Manual Plate DF-1. 
 
Landscaping: No comment. 
 
Recreations & Parks: No comment. 
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