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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  11/1/2024 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2024-0239-SPH 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  2719 Hammonds Ferry Road 

Petitioner:   Ambrose Properties, LLC  & Ambrose Funeral Home, Inc. - Joseph F. Ambrose, Jr. 

Zoning: BL 

Requested Action: Special Hearing 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following request:  

 

Special Hearing Relief for: 

1. The Striking of condition #4 from the Opinion and Order in Zoning Case No. 2021-0043-SPHX 

to allow crematorium services without the previously imposed date/time restrictions; 

2. For such other and further relief as may be required by the Administrative Law Judge for 

Baltimore County. 

 

The proposed site is a 0.3444-acre property zoned BL. It is surrounded by mostly residential properties 

and is currently operating as a funeral establishment. The applicant has requested to have the crematory 

hours of operation restrictions removed. The site has two previous Zoning cases (1991-0211-XA) (2021-

0043-SPHX). 

 

Ambrose Funeral Home in Lansdowne began offering on-site cremation services in the Fall of 2023. Prior 

to construction the Owner contacted and coordinated with the Lansdowne Improvement Association. It is 

understood that the proposal went through the state regulatory and permitting process with the Maryland 

Department of the Environment to offer the expanded crematory services. The crematory addition was 

approved with conditions with the caveat that the services are only allowed to be performed Monday-

Friday from 10pm to 6am per Zoning Case No. 2021-0043-SPHX. The applicant has indicated that there 

have been requests to conduct daytime cremations to accommodate certain cultural and religious customs. 

It shall be noted that a letter of support from the Lansdowne Improvement Association was submitted 

with the request where it states that there is no objections to Ambrose Funeral Home taking the necessary 

steps to begin conducting daytime cremations. It also states that the owner of the funeral home has spoken 

to local neighbors in the vicinity of the operations, and they have no issues with daytime cremations being 

conducted. The Lansdowne Improvement Association indicated that there have been no issues or 

complaints about cremations occurring since the crematory services started being offered last fall. 

The Department has no objections in granting the relief as requested above. 
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For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Brett M. Williams at 410-

887-3482.  

 

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Jason T. Vettori, Smith, Gildea & Schmidt, LLC 

 Abigail Rodgers, Community Planner 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Maureen E. Murphy; Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  October 25, 2024 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2024-0239-SPH 
            Address: 2719 HAMMONDS FERRY ROAD 
     Legal Owner:  Joseph Ambrose   
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of October 28, 2024. 
 

X The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability has no 
 comment on the above-referenced zoning item. 
 

 
Additional Comments: 

 
 

Reviewer: Earl D. Wrenn   
 
 
 
 
 



VKD: sc  
cc: file 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
TO:   Peter Gutwald, Director                     DATE: October 31, 2024 
  Department of Permits, Approvals 
 
FROM: Vishnu Desai, Supervisor 
  Bureau of Development Plans Review 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting 
  Case 2024-0239-SPH 

 
The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject zoning items and we have 
the following comments. 
 
DPR: No comment.  
 
DPW-T: No exception taken. 
 
Landscaping: No comment. 
 
Recreations & Parks: No comment LOS & No Greenways affected. 
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