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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

 

 
 

TO:  Hon. Maureen E. Murphy; Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
FROM: Jeff Livingston, Department of Environmental Protection and 

Sustainability (EPS) - Development Coordination 
 
DATE:  January 31, 2025 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPS Comment for Zoning Item # 2025-0011-SPHA 
            Address: HANDY AVENUE   
     Legal Owner:  BHG Ventures, LLC   
 

Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting of January 31, 2025. 
 

X The Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability has no 
 comment on the above-referenced zoning item. 
 

Additional Comments: 
 
 

Reviewer: Earl D Wrenn   
 
 
 
 



VKD: sc  
cc: file 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
TO:   Peter Gutwald, Director                     DATE: January 27, 2025 
  Department of Permits, Approvals 
 
FROM: Vishnu Desai, Supervisor 
  Bureau of Development Plans Review 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting 
  Case 2025-0011-A 

 
The Bureau of Development Plans Review has reviewed the subject zoning items and we have 
the following comments. 
 
DPR: No Comment.  
 
DPW-T: No Exception taken. 
 
Landscaping: No comment. 
 
Recreations & Parks: No comment LOS & No Greenways affected. 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO: C. Pete Gutwald  DATE:  2/3/2025 

 Director, Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections 

 

FROM: Steve Lafferty  

 Director, Department of Planning 

 

SUBJECT: ZONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Case Number: 2025-0011-SPHA 

 

INFORMATION: 

Property Address:  Handy Avenue 

Petitioner:   BHG Ventures LLC 

Zoning: DR 5.5 

Requested Action: Special Hearing/Variance 

 

The Department of Planning has reviewed the petition for the following:  

 

Variance(s) from BCZR Sec. 1B02.3.C (small lot table) -  

 

1. To allow a lot width of 50 feet in lieu of the required 55 feet. 

2. For such other and further relief as may be required by the Administrative Law Judge for 

Baltimore County. 

 

Special Hearing -  

 

1. To allow a proposed single family detached dwelling on a separate non-conforming lot of record 

50 feet wide, in lieu of the required 55 feet as shown on the plan to accompany these petitions for 

zoning relief. 

2. For such other and further relief as may be required by the Administrative Law Judge for 

Baltimore County. 

 

The proposed site is a 0.1722-acre property zoned DR 5.5. The site is located in a predominately 

residential area. The applicant proposes to approve a residential dwelling on a lot that is deficient in 

setbacks and lot width. 

 

This site is currently vacant. The access will be from Handy Avenue. Zoning has requested that a ruling 

be made to determine if the two properties, Handy Ave and 1006 handy Ave (Tax No’s. 0108001781 and 

0108000950), have been merged due to the garage and driveway built over the property line, thus 

combining the properties into one. In addition, the existing dwelling at 1006 Handy Avenue is using 5 ft 

of the Handy Avenue vacant lot to meet the 55 ft lot width requirement. A deficiency in the existing lot 

may not be created when creating a new lot for the purpose of construction. The submitted site plans for 

ZAC # 2025-0010-SPHA and 2025-0011-SPHA show the correction of 1006 Handy Avenue using 5ft of 

the adjacent property which ultimately left both properties in need of relief. 

 



 

 

S:\Planning\Dev Rev\ZAC\ZACs 2025\Due 02-07\2025-0011-SPHA Brett Due 02-07\Shell\2025-0011-SPHA-Planning.docx 

 

The subject property is not in contrast to the existing character of the neighborhood. All the surrounding 

lots are narrow and mildly deep. The existing lots create a defined, uniformed street edge and do not 

appear to disrupt the defined community character. If/when it is determined whether a merger has 

occurred, if deemed not, Planning has no issue to allow a proposed single family detached dwelling on a 

separate non-conforming lot of record coupled with the requested zoning relief. The Department of 

Planning does not oppose the above requests conditioned upon the following: 

 

1. All required easements for encroachment of the existing garage and possibly the driveway on to 

the neighboring property is established and recorded unless the petitioner of 1006 Handy Avenue 

has plans to raze the accessory structure or alter driveway location. 

2. Unless a hardship exist, Planning would like to see the proposed dwelling move forward to align 

with and continue the uniformed street edge. Confirm with the Office of Zoning Review if 

Baltimore County Zoning Regulation section 303.1 for front yard averaging will apply for this 

development. 

3. All other Baltimore County Zoning Regulations for DR 5.5 zoned property are met. 

4. Any additional relief deemed necessary by the Administrative Law Judge. 

 

For further information concerning the matters stated herein, please contact Brett M. Williams at 410-

887-3482.  

 

Prepared by:  Division Chief: 

   

 

 
 

  

 

 

Krystle Patchak  Jenifer G. Nugent 

 

SL/JGN/KP 

 

c:  Lawrence E. Schmidt 

 Abigail Rogers, Community Planner 

 Jeff Perlow, Zoning Review 

 Kristen Lewis, Zoning Review 

 Office of Administrative Hearings 

 People’s Counsel for Baltimore County 
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