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BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

Department of Planning 
 

Inter-Office Correspondence 
 

 
TO:   John Krach      DATE: January 14, 2026 
  Zoning Review Office  
   
   
FROM:           Megan Benjamin 
 Dept of Planning 
  
 
SUBJECT:       Agricultural Land Preservation Advisory Board Approval of January 15, 2026  
     
The Department is forwarding the recommendations of the Baltimore County Agricultural Land 
Preservation Advisory Board to approve the following request:  
 
Horneffer, Peter & Barbara-3328 Butler Road, Reisterstown- 93 +/- ac  
Request for validation as farm use for purposes of acknowledgement that there is an 
existing need for a tenant dwelling on the above referenced property.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
The Baltimore County Agricultural Land Preservation Advisory Board met on January 14, 2026 
to consider the request for a second tenant dwelling and recommended that there was a need for a 
second on-site tenant farmer.  
 
The Horneffer’s have operated a beef cattle & poultry operation for 30 years (Dover Ridge 
Farm). They have always had a tenant farmer onsite in the existing tenant house. As the 
Hornerfer’s age in place, they are seeking to bring a second tenant farmer to the property to 
cover the responsibilities they themselves have typically covered. The tenant for the proposed 
second tenant house is their daughter.  
 
The farm operation consists of a herd of roughly 40 Hereford cattle that they raise and breed; 
100-150 pastured meat chickens, 50 pastured laying hens, and hay.  
 
The farm operation utilizes the pasture area on the 93-acre parcel as well as the adjacent 34.5-
acre parcel, also owned by the Horneffers, as well as pasture and hay fields on other adjacent 
parcels. The Horneffer’s property is in a Maryland Environmental Trust easement. MET has 
approved the request for the second tenant dwelling, per the terms of the easement.  
 
Mr. Horneffer indicated that they do file a Schedule F, farm profit and loss statement, and that 
the farm has a Nutrient Management Plan and Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan. He 
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further indicated they have always strived to be good stewards of the land and have implemented 
several conservation projects over the years.  
Given that the proposed tenant is a family member, staff discussed that by definition a farm 
tenant cannot have an ownership interest in the property. Mr. Horneffer understood this and 
indicated that their daughter has no current ownership interest.  
 
The current tenant farmer has been with the farm for 12 years. Mr. Horneffer indicated that 
farming would continue to be the full-time occupation of the current tenant as well as the 
proposed tenant.  
 
The Baltimore County Agricultural Land Preservation Advisory Board reviewed the request at 
their January 14, 2026 Board meeting and recommends (3 in favor, 1 opposed) that the property 
has a Legitimate Farm Use and need for a second on-site tenant farmer.  
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